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Labour’s 


Caddick  sounds  the  charge 


ultimatum 


on  EU  beef 


Minister  names 
deadline  for  ban 


Ewen  HaeJMdN,  Chief 
Political  Correspondent 


THE  Government’s 
honeymoon  with 
Brussels  came  to 
an  abrupt  end 
yesterday  when 
the  Agriculture 
Minister,  Jack  Cunningham, 

issued  a surprise  ultimatum 
threatening  to  ban  beef  im- 
ports from  European  Union 
countries  unless  they  met  the 
same  stringent  anti-BSE  mea- 
sures applied  to  Britain. 

After  five  weeks  in  which 
Labour  has  conducted  a love- 
in  with  Europe,  Mr  Cunning- 
ham switched  tactics,  adopt- 
ing a tough  approach  diet 
could  lead  to  confrontation 
with  Germany  and  other  EU 
partners. 

Mr  Cunningham  said  that  if 
they  had  not  came  to  a deci- 
sion by  July  22,  when  there  is 
a meeting  of  European  agri- 
culture ministers,  he  will  im- 
pose a unilateral  ban  on  the 
import  of  beef  from  countries 
regarded  as  unsafe.  . 

He  added:  “This  is  no  game. 
This  is  no  bluff.’’ 

John  Major  embarked  on  a 
“beef  war"  last  year  in  an  at- 
tempt to  get  the  EU  ban  on 
British  beef  lifted  but  had  to 
abandon  it  after  fiuling  to  se- 
cure any  relaxation. 

Mr  Cunningham  *«  defiant 

warning  came  on  the  eve  of 


Tony  Blair’s  first  meeting 
with  Chancellor  Helmut  Kohl. 

Although  Britain  cannot  ex- 
port beef  to  the  rest  of  the  EU, 
other  EU  countries  have  con- 
tinued to  export  beef  here.  Mr 
Cunningham  said:  “I  thought 
it  was  an  absurd  situation 
that,  with  all  the  rigorous 
controls  on  beef  in  this 
country,  we  are  importing 
beef  that  was  not  subject  to 
the  same  safeguards.” 

About  25  per  cent  of  beef 
consumed  in  Britain  is  im- 
ported from  overseas  but  only 
Ireland,  the  Netherlands  and 
France  have  imposed  strin- 
gent rules  similar  to  Britain. 

Germany,  one  of  the  biggest 
exporters  to  Britain,  would  be 
hit  by  the  ban  as  it  allows  into 
the 'food  chain  parts  of  the 
carcase  banned  in . Britain. 
But  Germany  could  point  out 
that  it  only  recorded  five 
cases  of  BSE  last  year. 

It  could  also  point  to  a 
recent  leaked  report  suggest- 
ing that  though  the  rules  in 
Britain  might  be  stringent, 
the  practice  in  British  slaugh- 
terhouses was  not  The  Brit- 
ish beef  trade  has  slumped. to 
record  lows  since  confirma- 
tion of  the  BSE  link  last  year. 

Dr  Cunningham  would  be 
open  to  legal  challenge  from 
the  EU  if  it  looked  as  if  he  was 
retaliating  with  a ban  on 
trade  grounds.  Instead,  he 
said  yesterday,  the  threat- 
ened ban  was  on  health 


grounds,  based  on  evidence 
from  a government  scientific 
committee,  the  Spongiform 


Encephalopathy  Advisory 
Committee,  which  advised 
that  carcases  from  other  EU 
countries  often  contained  ma- 
terial that  under  British  law 
had  to  be  removed. 

Mr  Cunningham  said: 
could  not  mnw  into  my  office 
and  say  I was  harming  foreign 

imports  but,  now  1 have  got  ad- 
vice from  SEAC,  I can  act.* 

Professor  John  Pattlson, 
bead  of  SEAC,  said  the  commit- 
tee’s advice  to  toe  Government 
had  changed  in  light  of  the 
EUs  failure  to  reach  agreement 
on  the  tougher  controls  on 
sheep  and  beef  imports. 

Britain’s  beef  fanners  wel- 
comed the  move.  The 
National  Farmers  Union  pres- 
ident.  Sir  David  Nalsh,  said 
they  bad  been  pushing  for  the 
need  for  Europe-wide  regula- 
tions for  some  time:  “British 
beef  Is  of  exceptionally  high 
quality  and  it  is  only  right 
that  the  rest  of  Europe  follows 
the  same  strict  BSE  controls.". 

The  Meat  and  livestock 
Commission  said  the  move 
would  restore  a “level  playing 
field”  to  the  beef  market 

In  a separate  development 
Mr  Cunningham  extended  a 
ban  on  the  parts  of  sheep  and 
goats  that  can  he  consumed. 
At  presmt  it  applies  only  to 
heads  hut  this  Is  to  be  ex- 
tended to  brains,  spinal  cord 
and  spleen.  The  Government 
said  this  was  purely  precau- 
tionary and  there  was  no  evi- 
dence of  the  equivalent  of 
BSE  in  sheep.  Compensation 
will  be  paid  to  formers  for 
slaughtered  sheep  and  goats. 


Hidden  threat,  page  4 


Camelot 
bosses 
in  pay 
row  set 
to  resign 


Julia  Finch 


Andrew  Caddick  celebrates  the  third  of  his  five-wicket  haul  that  put  England  in  command 


PHOTOGRAPH:  JOHN  GILES  City  Noteboook, 


THE  three  senior  execu- 
tives at  the  centre  of  the 
Camelot  pay  and  bo- 
nuses row  stood  last  night  on 
the  brink  of  resignation  from 
the  lottery  group  in  protest  at 
their  treatment  by  the  Heri- 
tage Secretary.  Chris  Smith. 

The  chief  executive,  Tim 
Holley,  communications  di- 
rector, David  Rigg.  and  fi- 
nance director.  Peter  Mur- 
phy, want  to  walk  away  from 
the  company  rather  than  give 
in  to  Mr  Smith's  insistence 
that  they  donate  at  least  part 
of  their  annual  bonuses  to 
charity. 

The  Heritage  Secretary  has 
given  them  until  today  to 
agree  to  his  demands.  Earlier 
this  week  he  turned  down  a 
proposal  from  Camelot's 
chairman.  Sir  George  Russell, 
that  the  lottery  operator 
would  donate  an  amount 
equal  to  the  men's  bonuses 
from  its  profits. 

Last  night  Jeremy  Mar- 
shall, chief  executive  of  bank- 
note printing  group  De  La 
Rue.  which  owns  22.5  per  cent 
of  Camelot,  said  he  was  talk. 
ing  to  the  three  executives  on 
behalf  of  Camelot's  sharehold- 
ers and  trying  to  persuade 
them  not  to  quit  He  said  he 
was  unsure  whether  he  would 
be  successful. 

“They  are  the  key  people 
who  have  made  the  National 
Lottery  a success,”  he  said. 
“We  are  having  a job  persuad- 
ing them  to  remain  with  the 
company.  They  want  to 
resign  regardless  of  tomor- 
row’s outcome. 

“They  think  it  is  a matter  of 
principle  and  that  they  have 
been  very  unfairly  treated. 
They  feel  affronted  and  sim- 
ply want  to  go." 

The  controversy  arose  when 
a leaked  company  report 
showed  that  the  Camelot 
Turn  to  page  3,  column  7 
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Taters  Chatham,  Britain’s 
busiest  thief,  dies  at  85 


England  rock  Australia  in 
stunning  start  to  Tests 


Duncan  CampiMfl 
Crime  Correspondent 


THE  man  who  could 
claim  to  have  been  Brit- 
ain's most  active  thief 
died  yesterday,  taking  to  the 
grave  the  secrets  of  some  of 
thin  century’s  most  spectacu- 
lar robberies. 

He  stole  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington's swords  from  the  Vic- 
toria and  Albert  Museum,  got 
away  with  what  was  the  big- 
gest armed  robbery  of  his  era 
and  is  estimated  to  have 
stolen  and  gambled  away 
more  than  £100  million. 

George  “Taters”  Chatham, 
who  died  aged  86  in  a nursing 
home  in  Battersea,  south  Lon- 
don, yesterday,  was  a legend- 
ary figure  in  criminal  circles. 
But  although  he  spent  a total 
of  36  years  In  prison,  he  got 
dean  away  with  some  of  his 
more  exotic  crimes. 

-He  was  the  Attila  the  Hun 
of  the  pillaging  game,”  said 

an  oJd  IWend,  Peter  Scott,  yes- 
terday. “He  was  undoubtedly 
the  most  prodigious  thief  this 
century.  He  urea  still  at  It  at 
the  age  of  81.”  . • 

During  his  final  theft  Chat- 
ham fell  badly  while  trying  to 
get  Into  an  art  gallery  and 
was  in  great  pain  during  his 
last  years. 

His  first  conviction  was  in 
1931  and  ho  was  regularly 
back  in  court  throughout  his 


Taters  Chatham:  ‘Attila  the 
Hun  of  the  pillaging  game* 


career.  At  one  stage,  he  was 
jailed  so  frequently  that  one 
cell  at  Chelmsford  prison  was 
known  as  “Chatham's  cell”. 

Works  of  art  were  his  speci- 
ality and  he  broke  into  a total 
of  26  art  galleries,  selling  off 
the  pointings,  including  a 
Renoir  and  a Matisse,  and 
rambling  away  the  proceeds. 

His  two  most  spectacular 
crimes,  for  neither  of  which 
he  was  caught,  were  flu  IMS 
theft  of  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton’s swords  from  the  V&A 
and  the  1953  Eastcastle  mail 
van  robbery. 

In  the  former,  he  broke  in 
through  a window,  stole  the 


swords  and  removed  the  pre- 
cious stones,  giving  some  to 
girlfriends  and  using  some  to 
gamble  with.  In  the  latter,  he 
and  his  team  escaped  with 
£287,000  in  a robbery  which 
led  to  questions  in  the  Com- 
mons and  heralded  the 
arrival  of  organised  armed 
robbery  in  Britain. 

He  was  also  proud  of  hav- 
ing cat-burgled  the  Mahara- 
jah of  Jaipur  of  £80,000  at  his 
manor  house  in  East  Grin- 
stead.  West  Sussex.  He  de- 
scribed how  he  had  used  a 
foot-long  key  to  get  into  the 
safe.  He  was  not  caught 

Great  train  robber  Bruce 
Reynolds  described  him  as  a 
“legendary  climber  who  stole 
and  spent  several  million 
pounds”.  Young  criminals 
liked  to  drop  his  name  and 
regarded  it  as  a privilege  to 
work  with  him. 

But  despite  his  abilities  at 
^limbing  into  the  buildings  of 
'the  rich  and  famous  — restau- 
rateur Madame  Fruzuer  and 
hairdresser  "Mr  Teasy 
Weasy”  were  two  victims  — 
he  ended  qp  with  nothing.  He 
had  no  regrets  about  his  vic- 
tims: "They  were  usually 
very,  very  rich  people,  mil- 
lionaires. Some  of  them 
regarded  it  as  a nice  thing  to 
talk  about  at  dinner  parties." 

Bom  in  London  to  middle- 
class  parents,  his  last  home 
was  a tiny  flat  in  sheltered  ac- 
cmnmodation  in  Fulham. 


Fans  chant  ‘Ashes  Coming  Home’  as  first 
day  of  series  confirms  growing  optimism 
over  cricket,  writes  Matthew  Engel 


Aspringtime  of 

remarkable  turn-ups 
yesterday  produced  a 
sensation  that  almost  put 
the  general  election  in  the 
shade  when  the  England 
cricket  team  — a national 
laughing-stock  a few 
months  ago  — took  an  iron 
grip  on  the  opening  Test 
against  Australia. 

The  Australians,  recog- 
nised as  the  world’s  stron- 
gest team,  were  bowled  ont 
for  only  118  shortly  after 
lunch  on  the  first  day  of  the 
series  at  Edgbaston.  Eng- 
land then  romped  away  to 
finish  the  day  at  200  for 
three,  with  both  Nasser 
Hussain  and  Graham 
Thorpe  close  to  centuries. 
Despite  growing  optimism 


over  the  past  few  weeks, 
only  a lunatic  would  have 
dared  predict  anything  like 
fids. 

When  England  passed  the 
Aussie  total,  a number  of 
supporters  dressed  as  nuns 
did  the  conga  through  one 
of  the  stands  singing 
'Ashes  Coming  Home”. 
This  may  be  a little  prema- 
ture. There  are  six  Tests  in 
the  series,  and  29  days  to 


go.  None  the  less,  the  jubi- 
lant mood  of  the  crowd 
reflected  and  reinforced  the 
players*  sudden  upsurge  In 
confidence.  England’s 
howling,  in  helpful,  humid 
conditions,  was  well-direc- 
ted and  disciplined,  and  the 
batting  even  better. 

Australia  are  currently 
in  disarray.  They  have 
played  international 
cricket  virtually  non-stop 
since  October,  yet  have  had 
only  three  weeks  to  adjust 
to  English  wickets. 

Their  straggling  raptntn 
Mark  Taylor,  was  respon- 
sible for  the  decision  to  bat 

first,  and  flopped  again  him- 
self— caught  in  the  slips  for 
seven.  If  Australia  do  not 
stage  at  least  a partial 
recovery  in  this  match,  the 
pressure  on  Taylor  to  stand 
down  before  the  Lord’s  Test 
may  become  overwhelming. 

Meanwhile,  one  of  his 
star  bowlers,  Jason  Gilles- 
pie, is  injured  and  will  al- 
most certainly  not  bowl 
today.  This  reduces  Austra- 
lia to  three  strike  bowlers, 
including  the  great  Shane 
Warne,  who  for  once  gave 
the  England  batsmen  no 


problems  at  alL  During  the 
last  Ashes  series  he 
spooked  the  opposition  by 
talking  about  new,  unplay- 
able. deliveries  he  was  per- 
fecting. Here  he  seemed  to 
have  developed  something 
entirely  unexpected:  the 
ball  that  did  nothing  at  alL 

England  last  won  an 
Ashes  series  in  1986.  Since 
then  they  have  won  two 
Tests  against  Australia  and 
lost  15,  the  most  one-sided 
sequence  in  the  L2D-year 
history  of  cricketing  com- 
bat between  the  countries. 

Last  night  David  Lloyd, 
the  England  roach,  warned 
against  over-exuberance: 
“There  is  a long,  long  way 
to  go."  But  he  thought  the 
turnaround  in  the  team’s 
fortunes  — which  began  in 
New  Zealand  in  February 
and  continued  in  the  one- 
day  internationals  against 
Australia  last  month  — was 
connected  with  attempts  to 
revitalise  the  English 
game,  spearheaded  by  the 
new  chairman  of  the  Eng- 
land Cricket  Board.  Lord 
MacLaurin. 

"The  new  image  of 
cricket  in  England  has 
come  from  the  very,  very 
top.  A very  clear  message 
has  been  sent,  and  has  been 

transmitted  to  the  play- 
ers.” Lloyd  said. 


Wk*  Selwey,  Sport  97,  page  2 


Britain 


World  News 


Finance 


„:;Bve rsbe? 
eipcftSristo’tfte:"  1 


;;::"Nafidni8^boaFC[?T 


Comment  mid  Letters  12 
Obituaries  14 


Quick  Crossword  IS 
Weather,  TV  and  Radio  16 


770261 1l307354 


I Texts  for  Nothing 

- Texty  pro  nic 

The  7th  Prague  Writers'  Festival  presents  a 
selection  of  fine  authors  from  the  Czech  Republic 
and  around  the  world.  Meet  them  at  the  Franz 

Kafka  Centre,  Old  Town  Square,  at  7pm  from 

24  to  28  June. 

Tuesday  24  June 

E.L  Doctorow 

USA 

Martin  Vbpfinka 

Czech  Republic 

Nuala  N!  Dhomhnaill 

Ireland 

Viola  Fisc  hero 

Czech  Republic 

Wednesday  25  Juno 

AndrG  du  Bouchet 

France 

Roland  Jooris 

Belgium 

Vladimir  Kfiv&nek 

Czech  Republic 

Giuseppe  Conte 

Italy 

Thursday  26  Jims 

Aharon  Appelfeld 

Israel 

Zinovy  Zinik 

Russia 

Jana  Strobiovd 

Czech  Republic 

Raoul  Schrott 

Austria 

Friday  27  June 

' Janice  Galloway 

Great  Britain 

Igor  Pomerantsev 

Russia 

Elena  Stefoi 

Romania 

Dimitris  Nollas 

Greece 

Saturday  28  June 

Julian  Barnes 

Great  Britain 

Hanna  Krall 

Poland 

Michael  March 

USA 

Antdnlo  Franco  Alexandre 

Portugal 

The  Prague  Writers’  Festival  is  dedicated  to 

J Samuel  Beckett 

For  further  details,  please  contact  the  Festival 

Director,  Michael  March,  Revolufinf  28, 110  00 

Prague  1.  Mobile:  + 420  602  371  478 
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Red  alert!  It’s  the 
siren  call  of  history 


Simon  Hoggart 


A NOTHER  Labour  gov- 

/ \ eminent,  another  ster- 
/ Vllng  crisis.  These  people 
simply  can’t  be  trusted  to 
handle  the  economy. 

The  difference  is  that  this 
time  the  pound  is  much  too 
strong.  My  chum  Denis  Mac- 
Shane  (who  was  deeply  of- 
fended on  Wednesday  night 
when  I called  him  the  left- 
winger's Hugh  Dykes,  so  I 
won’t)  warned  that  sterling 
was  entering  “the  Red  Zone", 
whatever  that  might  be. 

It  sounded  like  the  old 
James  Bond  films  in  which 
Blofeld  watches  on  closed  cir- 
cuit TV  as  Sean  Connery, 
dressed  in  white  radiation 
overalls,  forces  his  way  into 
the  Red  Zone.  “Whurrrrp! 
Whurrrp!”  go  the  sirens  and 
armed  guards  rush  to  the  alert 
as  James  Mac  Shane  rescues 
sterling  from  over  the  vat  of 
liquid  plutonium . . . 

Either  way,  something  will 
have  to  be  done.  Mr  Blair 
should  copy  Mr  Wilson  and 
appear  on  television.  ‘Ttdoes 
not  mean,  of  course,  that  the 
pound  here  in  Britain,  in  your 
pocket ...  is  worth  any  more.” 
Denis  Healey  was  famously 
turned  back  from  the  airport 
to  handle  another  sterling  cri- 
sis. Perhaps  Mr  Brown  should 
be  sent  to  the  airport,  any  air- 
port, in  a last  desperate  at- 
tempt to  bring  sterling  to  its 
knees. 

Earlier  we  watched  the  aus- 
picious debut  of  a new  indus- 
try minister,  Ian  McCartney, 
who,  though  he  lives  In  Wigan, 
has  a Scottish  accent  so  thick 
you  could  slice  It  like  a haggis. 
In  his  Who’s  Who  entry,  Mr 
McCartney  describes  himself 
as  “head  of  the  McCartney 
family,  a family  of  proud 
working  class  stock”,  which  I 
hope  is  a joke. 

He  himself  is  certainly  the 
shortest  male  MP  and  possibly 
the  shortest  of  the  lot  He  has 
glasses  and  a pudding  basin 
haircut  If  you  stuck  an  aerial 
on  his  head,  he  would  look  like 
one  of  the  Teletubbies. 


When  his  first  question 
came  up,  Mr  McCartney 

remained  down.  Someone  ees- 

tured,  and  he  finally  rose  with 

an  apology.  "I  stm  can’t  be- 
lieve Fm  here,”  he  said. 

decided  to  bully 
him.  This  proved  amiatake.  “I 

must  say  that  we  can  hardly 
believe  he  is  there,  either  ” 
drawled  Michael  Fallon  (Sur- 
vivor, Sevenoaks.) 

Mr  Kenneth  Clarke,  replac- 
ing Ian  Lang  (Landslide  Vic- 
tim, Galloway)  as  industry 
spokesman,  rose  and  said 
rudely  that  “when  you  get 
used  to  standing  there  you 
may  get  used  to  the  idea  that 
answering  questions  is  the 

general  Idea  ofQuestloo  Time 
. . (Unusual  for  Ken  not  to 
pick  on  someone  his  own  size, 
ft  may  have  something  to  do 

with  his  leadership  bid:  being 
nastier  than  Michael  Howard, 
perhaps.) 

The  Government,  he  said, 
wanted  to  restore  the  influ- 
ence of  the  trade  onion  move- 
ment in  oar  industrial  and 
corporate  life.  He  quoted  a Mr 
Edmonds,  who  believed  that 
all  Labour  MPs  should, 
remember  the  help  they  had 
received  from  the  unions. 

(I  presume  this  was  John 
Edmonds,  rather  than  Noel 
Edmonds.  Mr  Clarice  Is,  of 
coarse,  his  own  Mr  Slobby.) 

Mr  McCartney  shot  back: 
“When  I give  an  answer,  un- 
like you,  I have  the  rest  of  the 
Government  supporting  me.” 
Labour  MPs  all  cheered.  Mr 
Clarke  looked  like  Flashman, 
preparing  to  pleasurably 
roast  a fag,  and  suddenly  find- 
ing that  all  the  smallest  boys 
in  school  had  arrived  to  debag 
him  together. 

At  the  start,  Michael  Fabri- 
cant  asked  a lengthy  question 
about  investment  When  he 
sat  down,  a Labour  hooligan 
shouted:  -Simon  Hoggart 
wrote  that  question.”  Both 
Mrs  Beckett,  the  Industry  Sec- 
retary, and  Mr  Fabricant  him- 
self smiled  at  me  up  in  the 
gallery.  The  place  is  getting 
more  like  the  Globe  Theatre 
every  day,  with  the  MBs  as  the 
groundlings. 

Joking  Midp,  T should  pnlnt 

out  that  this  was  quite  a seri- 
ous libeL  Nor  amiable  to 
answerback.  Perhaps  we 

bflrltg  ghnnld  ta  lrg  lip  thp  Rl  it. 

abethan  practice  of  jeering  at 
the  performers.  Some 
speeches  would  be  greatly  im- 
proved by  sporadic  cries  of 
“Balls!”  followed  by  a rotting 
cauliflower. 


Review 


Lewis  cuts  loose 
in  Fifties  revival 


Michael  Billington 


Damn’ Yankees 

Adel  phi 

AFAUSTTAN  musical  about 
baseball?  It  sounds  an  un- 
likely winner  but  Damn’  Yan- 
kees coasts  along  pleasantly 
enough  thanks  to  the  upbeat 
numbers  by  Richard  Adler 
and  Jerry  Ross  and  a charm- 
ing performance  by  Jerry 
Lewis  as  a surprisingly  dap- 
per old  devlL 

The  book,  by  George  Abbott 
and  Douglass  Wallop,  is  a 
fairly  nonsensical  mixture  of 
Marlowe  and  Walter  Mi  tty. 
Joe  Boyd,  a suburban  baseball 
nut  agrees  to  sell  his  soul  to 
the  Devil  provided  the  no- 
hope Washington  Senators 
can  beat  the  invincible  Yan- 
kees. Except  that  Joe,  who  is 
instantly  transformed  Into  a 
youthful  Babe  Ruth  style  of 
hero,  demands  an  escape 
clause  that  If  be  chooses  to 
return  to  home  and  hearth  on 
the  eve  of  the  season’s  grand 
finale  the  deal  is  cancelled. 

Whoever  heard  of  a devil 
agreeing  to  conditions?  What 
also  sinks  the  story  is  that  Joe 
has  no  sooner  l^t  home  than 
he  is  pining  for  it 

Even  when  the  Devil  sets 
him  up  with  a smouldering 
temptress  called  Lola — “a 
queen  who  has  all  her  aces  In 
the  right  places”,  as  the  lyrics 
inform  us — Joe  stays  se- 
renely impervious.  But  one 
has  to  remember  that  the 
show  dates  from  1955  and  is.  in 
reality,  a hymn  to  the  conser- 
vative, apple-pie  virtues  of  Ei- 
senhower’s America. 

Never  mind:  it  has  some 
pleasant  songs — most  fam- 
ously Heart  and  Whatever 
Lola  Wants— and.  on  this  oc- 


casion, Jerry  Lewis.  Not  that 
this  is  the  neurotic,  twitching 
zany  one  remembers  from  • 
those  Frank  Tashlin  films. 
Lewis  plays  the  Devil,  other- 
wise known  as  Applegate,  as  a 
blaze  red  smoothy  with  the 
slightly  prim  campness  of 
Jack  Benny.  At  one  point,  cry- 
ing‘Tm  so  angry  with  myself, 

I could  even  split  a hoof” , he 
shrugs  a weary  eyebrow. 

He  does,  however,  cut  loose 
in  the  second  half  when  he 
turns  a song  called  Those 
Were  The  Good  Old  Days  into 
a mini-Las  Vegas  routine, 
donning  a salmon-coloured 
jacket  and  boater.  He  tells  a 
number  of  mildly  risque 
stories,  mostly  about  geriatric 
sexuality,  with  a laid-back 
aplomb.  Lewis  once  mugged 
away  alongside  the  cool  Dean 
Martin;  now  in  some  extraor- 
dinary way,  he  seems  to  have 
turned  into  him. 

Lewis  justified  the  evening, 
although  one  should  add  that 
April  Nixon  as  Lola  leaves  one 
quietly  stirred  and  that  John- 
Michael  Flafce  does  all  he  can 
with  the  Insufferably  bland 
hero,  who  scarcely  seems  to 
enjoy  his  moment  of  glory. 
Jack  O'Brien  directs  with  the 
kind  of  ruthless  efficiency  that 
allows  a song  like  Heart  to 
bleed  from  one  scene  into  the 
next 

It  is  a good  example  of  the 
middle-ranking,  mid- Fifties 
American  musical:  not  wildly 
exciting  but  harmlessly  pleas- 
ant What  lifts  it  ou  t of  the  rut 
is  Jerry  Lewis,  who  both  ex- 
udes the  weathered  charm  of 
an  ageing  golf  pro  and  invests 
the  proceedings  with  just  the 
right  degree  of  irony  as  when 
be  turns  to  the  audience.  In 
the  midst  of  some  vaudevit 
lean  shtick.  crying:  “What  a 
stupid  way  to  earn  a fortuneT 


Straw  curbs  asylum  advisers 


Alan  Travis 


Unscrupulous  “immi- 
gration consultants”  who 
make  a killing  out  of  charging 
extortionate  fees  to  pursue 
bogus  asylum  da  lms  are  to 
face  new  controls  under  a 
package  unveiled  by  Jack 
Straw,  the  Hone  Secretary, 
yesterday. 

He  also  confirmed  his  deci- 
sion, disclosed  in  the  Guard- 
ian last  week,  to  end  the 


Catch  22  of  the  immigration 
system  — the  “primary  pur- 
pose rule” — which  has  divid- 
ed genuine  families. 

Work  is  also  under  way  in 
the  Borne  Office  to  tighten  con- 
trols over  across  to  birth  certifi- 
cates of  dead  people  to  dose  a 
loophole  which  allows  crimi- 
nals to  create  false  identities 
for  illegal  entrants. 

Mr  Straw  confirmed  yester- 
day that  these  reforms  could  be 
enacted  by  simple  to 

t>»»  immigration  rules. 


AITKEN  LIBEL  CASE 


‘I  was  horrified,  poleaxed* 


Former  minister  tells  of  reaction 
to  being  ‘called  a pimp’  in  article 


Luke  Harding 


THE  former  cabinet 
minister  Jonathan 
Aitken  yesterday 
told  the  High  Court 
how  a Guardian 
article  accusing  him  of  pimp- 
ing left  him  poleaxed,  horri- 
fied and  astonished. 

Mr  Aitken,  giving  evidence 
in  the  second  day  of  his  libel 
case  against  the  Guardian 
and  Granada  television,  said: 
“My  first  reaction  was  to  be 
horrified.  I felt  poleaxed  by 
the  headline  and  inside  story. 
It  was  the  equivalent  of  hav- 
ing a heart  attack  in  terms  of 
the  shock  and  pain  I felt  on 
reading  it” 

The  former  Conservative 


MP,  then  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  said  the  article 
“Aitken  tried  to  arrange  call 
girls  for  Sandi  friends”  hurt 

been  faxed  to  him  by  his  press 
office  while  he  was  spending 
the  weekend  in  Switzerland 
with  his  family. 

T read  this  article  with 
shock  because  It  was  so  aston- 
ishing to  read.  I knew  In  my 
own  heart  it  was  completely 
untrue,”  he  said.  Describing 
the  story  as  sordid,  he  added: 
“I  remember  burying  my 
head  in  my  hands  and  saying, 
to  nobody  in  particular:  *The 
Guardian  have  said  on  the 
front  page  Tm  a pimp. 

“I  remember  my  13-year-old 
son  [William]  saying  What  is 
a pimp.  Daddy?* " 

Mr  Aitken,  aged  54, 


resigned  from  the  Cabinet  to 
fight  the  libel  action  two 
months  after  the  Guardian 
3nri  Granada  television  made 
the  »Tl»gatinnii  in  April  1995. 

He  issued  a second  writ  eight 
months  later  fallowing  an- 
other World  in  Action  pro- 
gramme which  examined  his 
role  as  a non-executive  direc- 
tor of  the  British  defence  com- 
pany BMARC. 

“I  fait  that  the  Guardian 
had  moved  from  their  ven- 
detta which  I fait  they  had 
been  running  for  some  time 
against  me,  to  att-out  war,” 
Mr  Aitken  told  Mr  Justice 
Popplewell,  who  is  hearing 
the  case  without  a jury. 

He  also  denied  “improperly 
and  corruptly”  entertaining 
arms  dealers  at  his  Westmin- 
ster home  while  a minister  of 
state  for  defence  procurement 
between  1992  and  1994.  He  de- 
scribed fha  elarm  as  “seriOUS 

and  devastating". 


“1  had  a sleepless  night 
once  I had  read  the  Gaard- 
lan’s  story  and  I said  to  my- 
self in  the  long,  dark  night  of 
the  soul  T have  got  to  stand 
and  fight  these  lies  and  I will 
do  so’" 

Turning  to  Granada,  he 
s?iid  his  worst  tears  had  been 
wwifimiPd  when  he  flew  back 
to  r^indnn  and  watched  the 
World  in  Action  documen- 
tary, Jonathan  of  Arabia, 
screened  later  that  day. 
“Clearly  this  was  a hatchet 
job.  This  was  character  assas- 
sination television,  not  cur- 
rent affairs  television.  There 
was  no  attempt  at  fairness  or 
objectivity  — it  was  destroy 
Aitken  time,”  he  declared. 

According  to  his  counsel, 
Charles  Gray  QC,  the  defen- 
dants had  clflimgri  Mr  Aitken 
tried  to  arrange  call  girls  for 
Saudi  clients  who  were  stay- 
ing at  a Berkshire  health  hy- 
dro, Inglewood,  of  which  he 


was  a director.  Mr  Aitken 
said  ha  was  appalled  at  the 
Haim  winiip  by  the  hydro’s 
thiw)  principal,  Robin  Kbit, 
anH  matron  Jo  Lambert. 

Mr  AWfcen,  who  lost  his 
Thanet  South  seat  at  the  gen- 
eral election,  said:  “Not  only 
was  1 not  conducting  pimping 
operations  at  Inglewood  while 
Kirk  and  Lambert  were  there, 
I was  involved  as  director  for 
the  n«vt  10  or  11  years  and 
nothing  like  this  ever 

remotely  happened.” 

Earlier,  Mr  Aitken  denied 
that  he  had  concealed  bus 
business  connections  with  the 
Snndi  royal  family-  When  he 
became  a minister  in  1992  he 
said  he  “scrupulously  ob- 
served” government  guide- 
lines which  stated  that  on  tak- 
ing such  office  all  private 
business  must  stop. 

Turning  to  the  impact  cf  Gra- 
nada’s first  World  in  Action 
programme,  Mr  Aitken  com- 


plained he  had  been  “am- 
bushed" by  a camera  crew  a 
week  before  transmission. 

“I  think  they  had  precon- 
ceived and  pre-planned  a 
hatchet  job  and  I think  they 
did  not  want  me  to  be  able  to 
answer  the  allegations  that 
they  were  going  to  make  In 
the  course  of  this  hatchet 

job,”  he  went  on, 

Mr  Aitken  also  complained 
that  the  Guardian  gave  him 
no  warning  and  “no  opportu- 
nity to  respond  to  the  serious 
allegations  that  they  were  go- 
ing to  make  and  did  make". 

The  High  Court  was  earlier 
told  how  Mr  Aitken  became 
friendly  with  Said  Ay  as.  prin- 
cipal aide  to  Saudi  Royal 
Prince  Mohamed  bin  Fahd, 
whom  he  first  met  at  a lunch 
in  Paris  In  1973. 

The  Guardian  and  Granada 
plead  justification.  The  trial, 
which  is  expected  to  last  eight 
weeks,  continues. 


Glittering  efficiency  In  some  cases,  like  Liverpool  Street  station  in  London,  but  other  parts  of  the  railway  network  have  not  stayed  np  with  fhcding  plans  photograph:  martin  goomi 


Investment 
warning  for 
Railtrack 


KeRh  Harper 
Transport  Editor 


AILTRACK  was  last 
night  ordered  to 
come  up  with  credi- 
ble plans  to  invest 
billions  of  pounds  of  taxpay- 
ers’ money  in  improving  the 
rail  system,  or  face  heavy 
fines  for  falling  to  deliver  its 
promises  to  passengers. 

The  ultimatum,  from  rail 
regulator  John  Swift,  came 
after  a barrage  of  criticism 
led  by  the  Deputy  Prime  Min- 
ister. John  Prescott,  of  the 
privatised  company's  short- 
falls in  investment  despite 


running  up  profits  of  £339  mil- 
lion or  almost  £1  million  a 
day. 

Mr  Swift,  who  could  Impose 
the  fines  as  an  ultimate  sanc- 
tion, has  given  Sir  Robert 
Horton.  Rail  track’s  chairman, 
until  the  middle  of  the  month 
to  come  up  with  a satisfactory 
explanation  on  why  it  has  not 
been  spending  the  £1.5  billion 
of  taxpayers’  money  it  gets 
each  year  to  Improve  the  rail 
system. 

Mr  Prescott  joined  Mr  Swift 
in  condemning  Railtrack  for 
failing  to  deliver  its  promises 
on  investment  “This  is  a 
very  serious  situation  and 
I’ve  made  it  clear  to  Sir  Rob- 


ert that  I don’t  think  it’s  a 
very  good  deal  for  the  tax- 
payer. There  Is  still  a long 
way  to  go  for  Railtrack  to  de- 
liver on  its  investment  obliga- 
tions and  thus  secure  the  long 
term  health  of  the  railway." 

Mr  Prescott  plans  to  tighten 
Mr  Swift’s  powers  at  the  earli- 
est opportunity  in  a move 
which  would  make  it  impossi- 
ble for  Railtrack  to  record  big 
profits.  It  should  not  be  mak- 
ing any  profit  from  the  access 
charges  it  Imposes  on  the  25 
private  rail  operators  to  use 
the  railway.  Most  of  this 
money  comes  from  the  Gov- 
ernment’s own  subsidies. 

Mr  Swift  said  it  was  timely 
for  him  to  bring  forward  an 
investigation  into  how  Rail- 
track's  performance  regime 
was  operating. 

He  said:  ‘T  think  the  posi- 
tion is  really  intolerable,  if 
Railtrack  gives  me  a series  of 
plans,  I have  no  m^ans  by 
which  I can  require  Railtrack 
to  deliver  them.” 

The  regulator  said  that  the 
company  had  got  security  of 
income  until  2001  but  it  had  to 
plan  a sensible  investment 
programme.  He  warned  Sir 
Robert  that  it  might  not 


£450m  allocated 
for  station 
work  but  only 
£50m  spent 
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EVER  again  will  Rail- 
track  be  allowed  to  get 
away  with  underspending 
on  Its  planned  Investment 
If  the  rail  regulator.  John 
Swift,  succeeds  in  enforc- 
ing greater  accountability. 

Observers  believe  the  po- 
litical fallout  from  Rail- 
track’s  results  yesterday 
will  force  the  company  to 
agree  to  tighten  its  licence 
so  that  the  agreed  levels  of 
investment  are  spent. 

When  it  floated  last  year. 
Railtrack  inherited  a £720 
million  shortfall  on  Invest- 
ment in  improving  stations 
and  renewing  track  and 
structure.  After  12  months 
in  the  private  sector  it  had 
reduced  this  by  just  £43 
million  to  £677  miffion. 

The  full  details  of  how 
mnr.h  Railtrack  hag  under- 
shot the  investment  budget 
agreed  with  the  rail  watch- 
dog will  not  be  known  nntil 
the  company  publishes  its 
annual  report  at  the  end  of 
this  month. 

But  the  office  of  the  rail 
regulator  was  last  night  ad- 
amant that  it  would  push 
hard  to  eradicate  the  spend- 
ing backlog. 

“1  am  currently  In  dlscus- 


sion  with  Railtrack  and  ex- 
pect a positive  response 
from  them.”  Mr  Swift  said. 
Record  profits  showed  Rail- 
track  bad  the  funds  avail- 
able to  invest. 

“It  still  has  a very  long 
way  to  go  to  deliver  on  am- 
bitious plans  and  to  wmiw 
good  the  £400  million  back- 
log on  property  spending 
and  the  £277  million  short- 
fall on  track  ami  structure 
renewals,”  Mr  Swift  said. 

On  property  underspend, 
Railtrack  had  inherited  a 
£450  million  backlog  at  Do- 
tation for  investment  in 
stations  and  depots.  After 
six  months  (end  of  Septem- 
ber 1996)  it  had  cleared  £20 
million  of  that  and  by  yes- 
terday's results  had  cleared 
another  £30  million,  cut- 
ting thp  spending  backlog 
to  £400  million. 

On  trade  and  structure  in- 
vestment (which  Includes 
spending  On  track,  tunnels 


and  viaducts),  the  under- 
spend has  worsened.  By  the 
end  of  last  September,  the 
£270  million  shortfall  with 
which  Railtrack  had  started 
the  financial  year  bad  risen 
to  £330  millkm.  By  yester- 
day’s results  tins  figure  had 
been  cut  to  £277  minimi, 
still  £7  million  higher  than 
the  original  sum. 

But  pressure  group  Save 
Our  Railways  claimed  yes- 
terday that  even  Railtrack’s 
current  spending  plans  are 
Inadequate,  with  the  cost  of 
maintaining  bridges,  tun- 
nels and  sea  defences  likely 
to  cost  at  least  £U  bfflton, 
compared  with  the  £1.4 
billion  spending  planned 

over  the  next  10  years. 

Meanwhile,  as  the  regula- 
tor noted,  Railtrack  is  also 
£87  million  better  off  than 
expected  because  it- has  had 
t°pay  out  less  bad  weather 
compensation  to  train  oper- 
ators. 


remain  unscathed  because 
“there  is  no  commercial  con- 
tract that  should  survive  un- 
less it  meets  a public  interest 
test”. 

Mr  Swift,  worried  that 
shareholders  were  getting 
“disproportionate  benefits”, 
said  the  profits  showed  Rail- 
track  had  fluids  available  to 
in  vest  In  the  network. 

Sir  Robert  said  Railtrack’s 
profits  had  been  invested 
“very  largely”  in  the  com- 
pany. He  said  the  15  per  cent 
rise  in  profits  had  been  due  to 
the  lifting  of  public  finance 
constraints,  freeing  Railtrack 
to  take  a more  ambitious  ap- 


proach to  raising  its  operat- 
ing performance. 

Staff  wffl  get  £1,000  worth  of 
shares,  and  bonuses  to  direc- 
tors will  be  announced  in 
July  when  the  company's 
annual  report  is  published. 
Sir  Robert  suggested  that  the 
bonuses  would  not  be  large. 

But  given  the  size  of  the 
company’s  profits,  it  seems 
likely  that  Railtrack  win  be 
singled  out  by  the  Treasury  for 
a windfall  tax.  Sir  Robert  said 
that  he  had  been  invited  to 
submit  his  views  to  toe  Chan- 
cellor, but  the  imposition  of  a 
tax  would  not  affect  Railtrack’s 

TnTORtmgnt  pfjgmmm 


John  Edmonds,  the  firm’s 
chief  excecutive,  said  that  Mr 
Swift’s  reservations  about  its 
investment  related  to  the 
company’s  own  target  of 
clearing  £760  million  of  main- 
tenance work.  He  admitted 
that  some  stations  and  depots 
were  in  a “terrible  condi- 
tion”, but  that  the  backlog 
should  be  cleared  in  four 
years  and  that  it  was  £100  mil- 
lion ahead  of  Its  target- 
senior  Railtrack  executives 
made  it  (dear  that  they  would 
respond  to  Mr  Swift’s  de- 
mands as  soon  as  possible. 
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NOTICE  TO  CUSTOMERS  OF 
HALIFAX  INTERNATIONAL 
CJERSEY)  LIMITED. 

Halifax  International  (Jersey)  limited  announces  revised  interest  rates 
from  9th  June  1997. 


BALANCE 

ANNUAL  INTEREST 
GROSS  RA- 
% 

MONTHLY  INTEREST 
GROSS  PJL 
% 

HALIFAX  PREMIUM  INTERNATIONAL 

£100,000+ 

6.65% 

6.46% 

£•50,000+ 

6.60% 

6.41% 

£25,000+ 

6.35% 

6.17% 

HALIFAX  DEPOSIT  INTERNATIONAL 

£100,000+ 

6.30% 

6.13% 

£50,000+ 

6.05% 

5.89% 

£25,000+ 

5.95% 

5-79% 

£10,000+ 

5.45% 

5.32% 

£5,000+ 

4.70% 

4.60% 

u juu  iuvi.  Luaui  joi^,uw  iu  juui  nuuu  rrcmium  imcmaoonai  account  it  will  earn 
interest  at  the  equivalent  Halifax  Deposit  International  cue.  If  you  have  less  than  £5  000  in 
your  Halifax  Premium  International  account  or  Halifax  Deposit  International  account  vc 
will  only  pay  you  interest  of  3.00%  gross  pa.  If  you  have  Jess  than  £500  in  your  Halifax 
Premium  International  account  or  Halifax  Deposit  International  account  we  will  only  pavyou 
Interest  of  1.00  % gross  p*. “Gross’’  means  wc  will  not  take  any  tax  off  the  interest  wc  pay. 


Farther  details  can  be  obtained  by  calling  Halifax  International  (Jerst 
limited  on  01534  59840  C&om  within  the  UK)  or  44  153 4 59840  (frt 
ouiside  the  UK). 
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‘He  said 
she  was 
too  small 
to  survive.  I 
screamed 
‘please 
help  my 
baby’,  but 
he  left’ 


— Kirsty  Cassidy 
mother 


NEWS  3 


‘It  is  all  a 
question  of 
whether  or 
not  it  is 
possible  to 
do 

anything 
for  the 
baby’ 

— Barbara  Holland 
paediatrician 


Straw  urges 
one  body  for 
statistics 


Kirsty  Cassidy,  with  children  Pamela  and  Darren:  doctors  should  respect  parents'  wishes  no  mattes'  how  slim  chances  are,  she  says  photograph  david  miichbjl 

Challenge  over  birth  ruling 


Mother  demands  parental  say  on 
survival  of  premature  children^  _ 


Lawrence  Donegan 


THERE  will  be  fresh 
controversy  over 
the  medical  ethics 
of  childbirth  next 
week  when  a young 
mother  challenges  a doctor’s 
powers  to  pronounce  prema- 
turely born  babies  “non-via- 
ble"  without  the  consent  of 
parents. 

Kirsty  Cassidy,  22,  from 
Ayrshire,  Is  to  use  a fatal  ac- 
cident inquiry  into  the  death 
of  her  daughter,  Rebecca,  in 
an  effort  to  establish  the  right 
of  parents  to  have  a soy  in 
whether  or  not  their  baby 
should  be  left  to  die. 


Mrs  Cassidy  gave  birth  at 
Ayrshire  Central  Hospital 
last  September  following  a 25- 
week  pregnancy,  but  her 
baby,  weighing  lib  4ozs,  died 
an  hour  later  after  hospital 
staff  deemed  her  to  be  “not 
viable”  and  that  there  was  no 
prospect  of  survival.  In  law,  a 
foetus  is  deemed  to  be  “via- 
ble” after  24  weeks  — the 
legal  limit  for  abortion. 

In  her  evidence  to  the  Kil- 
marnock inquiry,  Mrs  Cas- 
sidy will  claim  her  daughter 
was  alive  when  bom  but  that 
doctors  did  not  take  sufficient 
action  to  save  her  life.  She  al- 
leges medical  staff  Ignored 
her  screams  for  the  baby  to  be 
put  in  Intensive  bare. ‘ 


Savings  Accounts 


Get  a 
bonus  on 
your  interest 
every  year. 


Premium  Saver  Account 


“The  delivery  was  fine  and 
I was  lying  there  with  my 
baby  by  my  side.  I could  see 
-4-she  was  breathing  and=mov= 
mg  she  was  making  a real 
go  fer  life.  Hie  doctor  then 
name  in,  examined  her  and 
said  she  was  too  small  to  sur- 
vive and  that  there  was  noth- 
ing he  could  do  for  her.  I 
started  to  scream  *please  help 
my  baby*,  but  he  left  the  room 
and  that  was  it  The  decision 
was  taken  without  my  opin- 
ion being  taken  into  account 
"If.  parents  wish  their 
‘ newly-born  baby  to  have  in- 
tensive care,  no  matter  how 
slim  the  chance  of  survival, 
then  the  doctors  should  act  on 
those  wishes.  It  is  the  parents 
who  created  the  child  in  the 
first  place  and  the  law  should 
be  changed  to  take  that  feet 
into  account" 

Mrs  Cassidy,  who  is  mar- 
ried with  two  children,  Dar- 
ren, aged  four,  and  Pamela, 
two,  has  been  granted  legal 
aid.  Sheriff  Principal  Robert 
Hay  will  be  asked  to  rule 
whether  or  not  Ayrshire  Cen- 
tral took  all  reasonable  pre- 
cautions to  prevent  her 
baby's  death.  The  hearing  is 
expected  to  last  four  days. 

. Her  solicitor,  John  McDon- 
ald. said  last  night  that  his 
client  would  consider  a civil 
damages  riaim  against  the 
hospital,  pending  the  outcome 
of  the  fetal  accident  inquiry. 

"This  case  raises  many 
serious  issues,  not  least , 
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whether  or  not  Mrs  Cassidy's 
baby  had  a reasonable  chance 
of  survival  and  whether  or 
not  that  chance  was  takenr* 
he  said. 

“There  is  also  a strong  ar- 
gument for  setting  out  guide- 
lines to  deal  with  such  tragic 
cases.  As  far  as  I am  aware, 
beyond  the  legal  definition  of 
“viability’’,  no  such  guide- 
lines Ryi#  The  current  situa 
tion  is  placing  a burden  .on 
doctors  which  they  shouldn't 
be  expected  to  bear. 

‘I  would  have  thought  that 
most  doctors  would  agree  that 
there  should  be  a planned 
course  of  action  available 
when  k decision  like  the  one 
take  in  Mrs  Cassidy’s  case 
has  to  be  taken.  Ideally,  that 
would  Involved  medical  staff 
and  parents  coming  to  an 
agreement  on  the  appropriate 
course  of  action,"  be  said. 

A spokesman  for  the  Ayr- 
shire Central  Hospital  de- 
clined to  comment  on  the  case 
but  laid:  “The  loss  of  a very 
premature  baby  is  extremely 
distressing  to  the  parents  and 
the  medical  and  midwifery 
staff.” 

Barbara  Holland,  a consul- 
tant paediatrician  at  Glas- 
gow’s Queen  Mother  Hospital, 
said  last  night  any  decision 
about  the  “viability”  of  a pre- 
mature baby  would  be  taken 
purely  on  medical  grounds. 

“This  a complex  and  very 
difficult  issue,”  Dr  Holland 


said.  “The  legal  definition  of 


Deciding  when  a baby  is  ‘viable’ 
a desperate  decision  for  doctors 


Chris  Mlhifl 


VERY  low  weight  prema- 
ture babies  pose  a des- 
perately difficult  decision 
for  obstetricians  and  paedi- 
atricians. Before  20  weeks 
babies  do  not  survive;  after 
28  weeks  about  80  per  cent 
will  survive  with  specialist 
care,  although  there  is' still 
a risk  of  handicap. 

The  weeks  in  between  are 
the  high-risk  period.  Some 
babies  born  at  23  weeks  and 
weighing  under  21bs  2oz 
have  survived  but  this  is 
exception aL  Generally  24 
weeks  is  held  to  be  the 
"legal  age  of  viability”  and 
normally  babies  are  not 
resuscitated  below  this  age 
unless  a consultant  feels 
there  is  a worthwhile 
chance  of  survival. 

Doctors  have  to  take  into 
account  not  just  the  num- 


ber of  weeks  of  gestation, 
but  also  the  weight  of  the 
baby,  and  it  is  possible  that 
some  babies  born  past  the 
24-week  period  but  of  low 
weight  would  not  be  seen  as 
viable.  However,  there 
have  been  exceptional 
cases  of  survival  of  very 
low  weight  babies. 

The  lowest  recorded 
birthweight  for  a surviving 
infknt  in  Britain  is  that  of 
Marian  Taggart,  who  was 
born  in  South  Shields  in 
1838,  weighing  lOoz.  She 
lived  until  1983. 

. In  the  United  States  last 
October  Glenna  Mitchell 
was  born  at  28  weeks 
weighing  14oz,  bnt  sur- 
vived. The  shortest 
recorded  pregnancy  pro- 
ducing a surviving  infant 
occurred  when  a Canadian 
woman  gave  birth  after  21 
weeks  and  five  days  to  a 
baby  weighing  lib  Box. 


viability  is  24  weeks  but  what 
happens  depends  on  the  con- 
dition of  tiie  baby.  At  best 
only  50  per  cent  of  babies 
born  at  24  weeks  will  survive 
and  many  of  those  will  have 
major  problems. 

“Some  babies  of  25  weeks 
may  be  judged  to  be  not  viable 


and,  vice  versa,  there  are 
some  babies  of  23  weeks 
which'  show  signs  of  life  and 
are  big  enough  to  be  viable.  In 
my  experience,  doctors  do  not 
take  arbitrary  decisions  — it 
is  all  a question  of  reality  and 
whether  or  not  it  possible  to 
do  anything  for  the  baby." 


Small  Face  Ronnie  Lane  dies  at  51 


Sixties  legend  and 
Britpop  forefather 
loses  struggle  with 
multiple  sclerosis 


Dandatatw 
Arts  Correspondent 


HIS  childhood  friends 
called  him  Plonk  and 
The  Gnome.  By  the  end 
of  his  life,  he  called  himself  “a 
bloody  useless  cripple”.  Ron- 
nie Lane,  bassist,  songwriter 
and  cofounder  of  The  Small 
Faces  and  The  Faces  has  died 
after  a long  struggle  with 
multiple  sclerosis. 

East  London-born  Lane, 
who  was  51,  died  at  his  home 


in  Colorado  at  a time  when 
his  music  was  finding  a new 
audience.  An  j*nwm  of  his 
hits  was  being  compiled  and  a 
live  album  of  past  perfor- 
mances was  completed  on  the 
day  he  died. 

The  Small  Faces,  which 
Lane  formed  with  Steve  Mar- 
riott In  1964,  helped  to  set  the 
musical  pattern  for  many  of 
today's  Britpop  bands. 

Paul  Weller.  Oasis’s  Noel 
and  Liam  Gallagher  and 
Ocean  Colour  Scene  are 
recording  an  album  of  Small 
Faces  songs  to  raise  money 
for  Lane.  The  prefits  will  now 
probably  go  to  his  children. 

Lane  was  taken  to  hospital 
last  month  and  had  been 
given  two  to  four  months  to 
live  by  his  doctors  on  the  day 
he  died. 

“We  were  Just  doing  this 


deal  about  the  album  when 
someone  phoned  me  and  said 
he  was  dead,  said  Art  Wood, 
brother  of  Railing  Stones  gui- 
tarist Ronnie  Wood  and  a 
member,  together  with  Lane, 
of  the  band  Quiet  Melon. 
‘'We'd  all  wanted  to  do  it 
when  he  was  still  alive.” 

Lane's  American  wife 
buried  him  immediately. 
Terry  Rawlins,  Rolling  Stones 
biographer  and  a friend,  said: 
“She  buried  him  on  the  same 
day  he  died.  It’s  an  Apache 
tradition." 

Lane  left  Britain  for  the 
USA  in  1983  in  search  of  the 
best  treatment  for  his  Illness, 
which  had  been  diagnosed  in 
the  mid-1970s.  He  was  con- 
fined to  a wheelchair  In  his 
later  years. 


Obituary,  paga  14 


Ronnie  Lane  pictured  in  his 
Small  Faces  days 


This  country  of  ours  just  isn’t  what  it  used  to  be. 
The  sun  keeps  shining.  England  think  they’re  going 
to  win  the  Ashes,  and  - would  you  believe  - it  turns 
out  that  we  are  ail  feminists  now. 

Decca  Aitkenhead  on  why  new  Britain  needs  feminism 


Richard  Thomas 
and  Charlotte  Denny 


JACK  Straw,  the  Home 
Secretary,  is  privately 
urging  the  Treasury  to 
hand  responsibility 
for  contentious  figures  on 
crime  and  hospital  waiting 
lists  to  a beefed-up  statistical 
office. 

The  Chancellor.  Gordon 
Brown,  is  keen  to  de-politicise 
sensitive  social  data  and  Mr 
Straw  is  hoping  for  the  estab- 
lishment or  an  independent 
"one-stop"  National  Statisti- 
cal Service,  which  be  has 
suggested  to  Mr  Brown. 

The  new  body  would  absorb 
the  work  of  the  existing  Office 
for  National  Statistics,  which 
already  has  responsibility  for 
the  much-criticised  unem- 
ployment figures,  as  well  as 
some  of  tbe  functions  of 
Whitehall  statisticians. 

As  part  of  a current  Trea- 
sury review  of  spending  pri- 
orities. the  Chancellor  is  said 
to  be  keen  to  sub-contract  a 
wide  range  of  data-gathering 
jobs  to  the  new  body,  insulat- 
ing data  collection  and  pre- 
sentation from  political 
interference. 

A Government  source  said 
the  process  echoed  the  deci- 
sion to  give  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land responsibility  for  inter- 
est rates.  “It  is  all  about 
focusing  on  the  things  you 
need  to  do.  and  letting  others 
do  the  things  you  don’t.  It  Is 
about  cleaning  up  govern- 
ment,” he  said. 

Another  adviser  said  the 
advantage  of  shifting  crime 
and  bealth  statistics  out  of 
Whitehall  would  be  to  pro- 
mote a “new  openness  and 
honesty  in  government". 

But  civil  servants  said  the 
move  would  also  free  the  Gov- 
ernment from  having  to  un- 
veil potentially  damaging 
data  — a constant  source  iff 


irritation  for  the  last  adminis- 
tration. “If  you  think  of  the 
figures  that  can  seriously  em- 
barrass a government,  which 
two  would  you  pick?"  one  offi- 
cial said.  “Crime  and  waiting 
lists." 

The  Government  will  pres- 
ent the  move  — p re- figured  in 
the  election  campaign  — as  a 
way  of  restoring  public  trust 
in  government  statistics, 
eroded  by  a spate  of  contro- 
versies, especially  over  the 
unemployment  counL 

The  new  statistical  service 
will  be  granted  the  same  status 
as  the  National  Audit  Office, 
which  is  accountable  to  minis- 
ters but  self-managing. 

Mr  Straw,  tbe  only  member 
of  the  Government  who  is  a 
fellow  of  the  Royal  Statistical 
Society,  wants  a new  House  of 
Commons  committee  to  be  set 
up  to  monitor  its  work. 

Treasury  officials  con- 
firmed last  night  that  the 
future  or  government  statis- 
tics was  under  review,  point- 
ing to  Labour’s  manifesto 
pledge  to  create  an  indepen- 
dent statistical  service.  "Trea- 
sury ministers  are  currently 
considering  the  best  way  of 
taking  this  forward,”  a 
spokesman  said. 

An  independent  statistical 
office  would  be  in  a stronger 
position  to  revamp  tbe  jobless 
figures,  which  have  been  criti- 
cised for  failing  to  capture  the 
true  extent  of  unemployment 

The  Employment  Minister, 
Andrew  Smith,  said  last 
month  that  the  Government 
would  wait  for  the  outcome  of 
a public  consultation  by  the 
Office  for  National  Statistics 
before  deciding  whether  to 
change  the  basis  on  which  un- 
employment is  measured. 

But  the  ONS  said  yesterday 
that  the  consultation  exercise 
was  focusing  on  presentation 
and  dissemination  and  not 
addressing  the  credibility  of 
the  figures. 


Camelot  executives  in  pay 
row  on  verge  of  resigning 


Continued  from  page  1 
bosses  had  received  pay  rises 
averaging  40  per  cent  and  bo- 
nuses totalling  £700,000.  Mr 
Halley  received  a total  of 
£590,000,  Mr  Rigg  £333,000  and 
Mr  Murphy  £361,000. 

Representatives  of  the  five 
owners  of  Camelot  — De  La 
Rue,  Cadbury  Schweppes, 
electronics  group  Racal  and 
computer  companies  GTECH 
and  ICL  — were  meeting  in 
London  this  morning  to  de- 
cide on  a response  to  Mr 
Smith's  demands.  Last  night 
the  indications  were  that  nei- 
ther side  was  willing  to  back 
down. 

A spokesman  for  one  Came- 
lot shareholder  said:  “The 
feet  is  there  is  a contract  be- 
tween Camelot  and  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  Camelot  has 
kept  its  side  of  the  contract" 

The  lottery  company  Is 
likely  to  spell  out  to  the  Gov- 
ernment that  it  has  raised  £1 
billion  more  for  good  causes 


than  expected  and  paid  £400 
million  more  tax  than  ex- 
pected. It  will  also  underline 
the  feet  that  Mr  Holley  has 
earned  only  £45,000  net  more 
than  forecast 

A Heritage  Department 
spokesman  raid:  “The  lottery 
was  set  up  to  use  ordinary 
people’s  money  to  help  good 
causes.  The  Secretary  of  State 
thinks  the  directors’  bonuses 
are  inappropriate.  He  has 
never  said  they  have  acted 
outside  their  contract  He  just 
thinks  they  have  acted 
inappropriately.” 

The  department  denied 
reports  that  Mr  Smith  was 
planning  to  give  regulator 
Oflot  powers  to  police  Came- 
lot salaries. 

Meanwhile,  more  than  60 
Labour  MPs  yesterday  tabled 
a Commons  motion  railing 
for  a “people’s  lottery"  run, 
after  the  expiry  of  Camelot’s 
present  licence,  by  "an  effi- 
cient not-for-profit  operator". 
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News  in  brief 


Voting  today  in 
Irish  Republic 


Cost  of  Soho  tourism 


TWO  BOUNCERS  at  a Soho  basement  clip  joint  forced  a pair  of 

German  football  fans  to  pay  £285  for  a peep  show  and  two  fruit 
juices,  the  Old  Bailey  was  told  yesterday. 

Juna  Domiaguez,  aged  35,  of  Southwark  in  south-east  London, 
and  Sidney  Price,  aged  47.  oTWhite  City  in  west  London,  were 
each  sentenced  to  nine  months  in  prison  after  they  were  found 
guilty  of  blackmail,  a charge  they  denied. 

Gardener  logo  Oldenburg  told  the  Jury  that  he  and  his  friend, 
Sascha  Jochum  were  in  London  for  Euro  'SS  last  June  when  they 
were  invited  in  to  the  Joint  in  Soho,  central  London,  by  a wynan 
outside.  They  paid  £3  each  to  see  the  peep  show  and,  seated  with  a 
hostess,  were  charged  £5  each  for  their  drinks  and  a farther  £10 
for  the  hostess's  non-alcoholic  cocktail. 

They  were  then  told  to  pay  a further  £259,  and  when  they 
attempted  to  go  were  told  they  were  not  leaving  till  they  had  paid. 


Grannie  was  heroin  banker 


A GRANDMOTHER  aged  68  who  acted  as  hanker  for  a family 
heroin  business  was  convicted  by  a jury  yesterday  of  drug  of- 
fences, together  with  her  daughter.  Eva  Swan  wick  had  £35,000 
cash  in  a wardrobe  at  her  home  in  St  Annas  in  Nottingham, 
Nottingham  crown  court  had  been  told. 

She  was  convicted  of  assisting  in  the  retention  of  the  benefits  of 
drug  trafficking,  and  was  tailed  pending  sentence.  HCr  daughter, 
Kathlyn,  aged  46,  was  remanded  in  custody  after  being  found 
guilty  of  being  concerned  in  supplying  heroin  last  year  and 
possession  with  intent  to  supply.  The  court  heard  she  was  jailed 
for  four  years  for  drug  offences  hi  1993. 

Both  will  be  sentenced  at  a date  to  be  arranged,  together  with 
Kathlyn's  25-year-old  son,  Anthony,  who  has  admitted  his  part  in 
the  offences.  A courier,  Michelle  Welfk,  who  gave  evidence  for  the 
prosecution,  wiE.be  sentenced  at  the  same  time. 


Road  deaths  at  all-time  low 


DEATHS  on  the  roads  fell  to  an  all-time  annual  low  of  3^98  in 
1996,  the  safest  year  on  the  roads  since  government  records  began 
in  1926.  The  number  of  serious  injuries  last  year  totalled  44,473— 
the  lowest  since  1948. 

The  previous  low-death  record  year  was  1995,  when  3,621  were 
killed.  The  worst  postwar  year  for  deaths  was  1966  when  7,985 
were  killed.  However,  car-user  casualties  rose  6 per  cent  to  205,277 
in  1996.  including  1,806  deaths.  Child  casualty  figures  also  rose  by 
2 per  cent  to  44^85.  This  included  270  deaths  and  6,719  serious 
injuries. 


‘Justify  forces  ban  on  gays’ 


THE  European  Commission  of  Hu  man  Rights  has  decided  that 
the  Government  does  have  a case  to  answer  over  its  ban  on 
homosexuals  in  the  armed  forces. 

In  a letter  to  the  gay  pressure  group  Stone  wall,  the  commission 
— which  filters  cases  for  the  European  Court  cfHuman  Rights  in 
Strasbourg — says  it  has  given  the  Government  until  September 
19  to  comment  on  the  “admissibility  and  merits"  of  cases  brought 
by  four  former  servicemen  and  women  dismissed  for  being 
gay  and  refused  a judicial  review.  — David  Fairhall 


Woman  admits  bigamy  twice 


A WOMAN  aged  32  was  married  to  three  men  at  the  same  time 
because  she  craved  love,  security  and  attention.  Barbara  Fruin 
tied  to  the  men  about  her  “trickery"  because  she  suffered  from  a 
personality  disorder,  Wolverhampton  crown  court  was  told  in  her 
defence  yesterday. 

Fruin.  now  living  at  a hostel  in  Aston,  Birmingham,  admitted 
two  charges  of  bigamy  and  was  sentenced  to  two  years  probation. 


Cash  threat 
to  pioneering 
British  ‘life  on 
Mars’  project 


facts 


Stuart  MOlar 


ABRITISH-Ied  project 
to  find  evidence  of 
life  on  Mars  may 
never  get  off  the 
ground  becanse  public 
funding  is  unlikely  to  be 
available,  officials  warned 
yesterday. 

A consortium  headed  by 
British  scientists  hope  to 
make  the  first  analysis  of 
Martian  soil  and  rock  sam- 
ples by  landing  a vehicle  on 
the  surface  and  performing 
experiments  in  space,  giv- 
ing them  a two-year  lead 
over  the  Americans. 

The  project  would  he  part 
of  the  European  Space 
Agency’s  Mars  Express  pro- 
gramme to  launch  an  un- 
manned mission  to  the  red 
planet  In  2003. 

It  emerged  on  Wednesday 
that  ESA  may  accept  the 
consortium’s  proposal  for 
entry  into  Mars  Express. 
Bnt  the  British  National 
Space  Agency,  which  co-or- 
dinates the  space  pro- 
gramme, said  yesterday  it 
would  be  unrealistic  to  ex- 
pect the  project  to  proceed 
because  all  budgets  are  al- 
located until  2003. 

Dave  Hall,  the  agency's 
assistant  director  of  space 
science,  said:  “This  is  a su- 
perb project  in  science 
terms.  Unfortunately  it  has 
come  when  the  programme 
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Europe  faces  ‘hidden’ 


331 


VOTERS  in  the  Irish  Republic  go  to  the  polls  today  at  the  rlrw 
of  a lacklustre  three-week  campaign.  The  Taoiseach  (Drinw 
minister)  and  Fine  Gael  leader,  John  Bruton  was  judged  tn 
have  won  a television  debate  with  the  FiannaMfearier  Bertie 
Ahern,  on  Wednesday,  but  the  final  opinion  poll  of  the  cant™ 
paign,  taken  before  the  debate,  put  him  almost  9 points  behind 

Neither  political  grouping  — Fianna  Fail  and  the  Proarewtve 
Democrats  versus  Fine  Gael,  Labour  and  Democratic  Left  — is 
expected  to  emerge  with  the  necessary  84  seats  forawm-Mno 
majority.  An  inconclusive  result  could  lead  to  weeks  ofhorsk 
trading  to  form  a new  coalition  administration,  in  which  case 
the  performance  of  the  Green  Party  and  Sinn  Fein,  which  is 
confident  of  taking  one  seat  near  the  Irish  border,  win  be 
crucial,  ' j 

The  counting  of  votes  will  not  begin  until  Saturday  moraine, 
and  because  of  the  complex  proportional  representation  srotem 
is  unlikely  to  be  completed  until  late  Sunday. 

Voters  on  three  islands  off  County  Mayo  went  to  the  polls  on 
Wednesday  to  prevent  possible  bad  weather  disrupting  election 
day.  Their  votes  were  under  lock  and  key  yesterday  awaiting 
the  big  count.  — David  Sharrock  c 


Accident  or  design  may  be  to 
blame  for  under-reporting  of 
disease,  EU  veterinarians  fear 


Petav  Hethevtaigton 


FOR  SOME  time 
European  Commis- 
sion veterinary  sur- 
geons have  been 
warning  that  the 
scale  of  BSE  on  the  continent 
is  far  greater  than  member 
states  in  the  EU  are  prepared 
to  acknowledge. 


Like  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture, they  are  convinced 
that  France,  Germany,  the 
Netherlands,  the  Irish  Repub- 
lic, and  other  countries  are 
under-reporting  BSE  — mad 
cow  disease  — by  accident 
(there  is  no  uniform  system 
for  detecting  the  disease)  or 
by  design. 

A EU  committee  of  vets 
recently  reported  there  could 


have  been  1,700  cases  in 
Europe,  rather  than  the  290 
officially  recorded,  but  Brit- 
ish scientists  believe  the  fig- 
ure could  be  higher.  In  Brit- 
ain there  have  been  165,000 
cases. 

One  Northumberland  beef 
farmer,  Robert  Robinson, 
who  imports  young  cattle  en- 
tirely from  the  Irish  Republic 
and  lost  three  animals  to  BSE, 
was  so  incensed  that  he  wrote 
to  the  agriculture  minister  in 
Dublin  complaining  that  on 
his  experience,  there  must 
have  been  considerably  more 
cases  than  the  200-odd  offi- 
cially reported. 


Some  beef  users  turned  to 
the  continent  last  year  when 
the  Government  said  there 
could  be  a link  between  BSE 
and  its  human  equivalent, 
CJD.  As  a result.  Infected  cat- 
tle might  still  be  entering  the 
food  chain  «—  causing  CJD 
cases  in  years  to  come. 

Only  four  countries  other 
than  Britain  — Ireland,  the 
Netherlands.  Portugal,  and 
France  — insist  that  the 
spinal  chord  and  brains,  be 
removed  from  cattle  and 
sheep.  Scientists  believe  the 
protein  particles  carrying  the 
disease  are  found  mainly  in 
these  parts  of  the  aniraaL 


BSE  could  have  spread  to 
mainland  Europe  through  the 
export  from  Britain  of  meat 
and  bone  meal  — sometimes 
comprising  the  remains  of 
sheep,  which  may  have  been 
infected  with  scrapie,  a BSE- 
type  disease  — and  of  live 
cattle. 

At  the  height  of  the  epi- 
demic in  the  late  1980s,  39,000 
tonnes  of  meat  and  bone  meal 
worth  almost  £7  million  may 

haw  been  exported  from  Brit- 
ain to  Europe.  Some  reports 
suggest  that  between  1985  and 
1990  alone  58,000  milking  heif- 
ers were  exported  to  Europe, 
pip  inly  to  the  Netherlands 


and  to  France.  Thousands  of 
beef  calves  have  also  been 
exported. 

Significantly,  last  night  a 
Brussels  spokesman  for  the 
agriculture  commissioner, 
Franz  Fisehler.  increasingly 
concerned  about  poor  stan- 
dards in  mainland  member 
states,  conceded  that  Britain's 
concern  about  gross  under- 
reporting of  BSE  was  proba- 
bly well  founded. 

The  disease  is  now  on  a 
downward  path  in  Britain,  it 
is  estimated  there  will  be 
7,000  further  cases  before  the 
epidemic  is  over  by  the  turn 
of  the  century. 


‘How  we  smuggled 
Egyptian  treasure’ 


Sarah  Bosatajr 


A DEALER  in  Egyptian 
antiquities  yesterday 
denied  asking  his  as- 
sistant to  smuggle 
them  out  of  the  country  and 
into  Britain,  arguing  that  a 
Swiss  firm  run  by  Egyptian 
brothers  did  this  for  him. 

Jonathan  Tofeeley-Parry,  a 
46-year-old  former  cavalry  of- 
ficer who  restored  and  traded 
ancient  Egyptian  objects  from 
his  home  in  North  Devon, 
would  fly  to  Cairo  to  authenti- 
cate antiquities  and  then  pick 
them  up  later  from  the  Farag 
brothers  in  Zurich.  The  ob- 
jects were  disguised  by  being 
gilded  and  decorated  in  a 
Cairo  workshop  and  then  ex- 
ported In  crates  flill  of  mod- 
ern souvenirs. 

The  Egyptian  authorities 
require  the  return  of  all  ob- 
jects taken  since  the  1950s. 
But  Mr  Tokeley-Parry.  who  is 
charged  with  handling  stolen 
Egyptian  artworks,  claimed 
at  Knigbtsbridge  crown 
court,  London,  that  it  was  ac- 
ceptable in  the  world  art  mar- 
ket to  remove  and  sell  items 
that  had  not  come  from  a gov- 
ernment-registered site. 

There  was  a steady  stream 
of  antiquities  out  of  Egypt 
“The  understanding  Is  that , 


Jonathan  Tokeley-Parry,  who  is  charged  with  handling  stolen  Egyptian  artworks 


they  could  not  come  on  to  the 
world  market  without  the 
[ cognisance  of  the  Egyptian 
j authorities."  he  claimed. 

If  they  were  found  to  fea- 
ture in  published  lists,  he 
said,  “sometimes  they  are 
returned  and  sometimes  not”. 

Mr  Tokeley-Parry  is 
accused  of  arranging  for  three 
disguised  stolen  objects  — 
doors  from  the  tombs  of  He- 
tep-ka  and  King  Pepl  and  a 
bronze  figure  of  the  god 
Horns  — to  be  brought  to  the 


Court  told  objects 
were  disguised  and 
sent  in  crates  of 
modem  souvenirs 


UK  from  Egypt  by  courier 
Mark  Perry.  Mr  Tokeley- 
Parry  claimed  Mr  Perry  could 
not  have  brought  the  doors  to 
Britain  because  they  were  too 
heavy  and  it  would  have  been 
dangerous. 

He  saw  two  stone  reliefs 
that  were  part  of  a set  of  six 
belonging  to  a tomb  door  In 
1991  in  Cairo  and  arranged  to 
buy  them.  In  July  1992,  he 
said,  he  finally  had  them  in 
his  Devon  workshop. 


removed  all  the  gilt  and  paint 
and  performed  some  cosmetic 
restoration.  He  sent  the 
reliefs  to  his  usual  dealer  in 
the  US,  Frederick  Schultz, 
who  told  him,  he  claims,  that 
bis  assistant  could  find  no 
listing  of  them.  But  Mr 
Schultz  would  not  buy  them, 
fearing  they  might  be  fakes. 

Mr  Tokeley-Parry  asked 
him  to  send  them  back  not  to 
hi s house,  but  to  the  house  in 
South  Devon  of  Steven  Nash 
and  his  wife  Lucinda,  with 
whom,  Mr  Tokeley-Parry 
said,  he  was  having  a 
relationship. 

His  idea  was  to  exchange 
one  of  the  reliefa  for  a portrait 
of  Lucinda  painted  by  Robert 
Lenkiewicz,  the  controversial 
Plymouth  artist.  “There  was 
some  embarrassment  about 
that  in  Lucinda's  family.  She 
comes  from  a very  important 
noble  family  who  were  very 
embarrassed  about  it  and  I 
was  very  upset  about  it." 

Besides  which,  he  said,  *T 
was  being  chewed  by  the 
green-eyed  monster  ...  I was 
convinced  that  Lucinda  slept 
with  Lenkiewicz”. 

Lenkiewicz  accepted  the 
relief  as  a gift  he  said,  but  the 
painting  had  already  gone  to 
an  art  gallery,  where  Mr  To- 
keley-Parry bought  it. 

The  case  continues.  . 


‘Pathetic’  pilfering  pugilists  sent  home  in  disgrace  ici  plant  forced  to  close  after  leaks  alert 


Stuart  Millar 


CTVE  eastern  European  box- 
I ers  yesterday  flew  home  in 


I ers  yesterday  flew  home  in 
disgrace  after  being  expelled 
from  a competition  for 
shoplifting. 

The  four  Belarussians  and 
a Lithuanian,  all  aged  16, 
were  among  240  competitors 
in  the  37-nation  European 
junior  boxing  championships 
at  Birmingham’s  National  In- 
door Arena.  Their  expulsion 
came  after  a Moldovan  com- 
petitor was  given  an  informal 


warning  after  being  caught 
shoplifting  a tube  of  women's 
face  wash  from  Marks  & 
Spencer  on  Monday. 

After  that  the  organisers 
warned  team  managers  that 
further  Incidents  would  be 
treated  very  seriously. 

However  on  Wednesday,  of- 
ficers were  again  called  to 
Marks  & Spencer  after  store 
detectives  caught  the  Lithua- 
nian youth  with  a pair  of  £30 
own-brand  trainers.  An  hour 
later  they  were  called  to 
Wool  worth  where  detectives 
had  caught  the  Belarussian 


competitors.  One  had  taken  a 
tube  of  shower  gel,  and  police 
found  a roll  of  film  stolen 
from  Boots. 

Rod  Robertson,  chairman  of 
the  organisers,  the  Amateur 
Boxing  Association,  said: 
“This  is  very  sad  for  the 
sport.  When  police  were 
called  out  twice  we  took  an 
extremely  dim  view.” 

Sgt  Robert  Hetherington,  of 
West  Midlands  police's  shop 
theft  squad,  said:  “These 
cases  were  pathetic.  It  must 
be  very  embarrassing  fori 
their  countrymen."  i 


Owen  Boncott 


ICI  was  yesterday  forced  to 
close  part  of  its  tioxide  plant 


■close  part  of  its  tioxide  plant 
on  Teesside  after  safety  in- 
spectors served  the  chemicals 
giant  with  Its  first  ever  "pro- 
hibition notice". 

The  order  appears  to  reflect 
the  Government’s  determina- 
tion that  the  Environment 
Agency  should  take  a firmer 
line.  It  follows  a series  of 
leaks  at  ICI  factories  and  a 
health  alert  caused  by  an  es- 
caping toxic  cloud  at 


Greatham  near  Hartlepool  on 
Wednesday.  Families  were 
warned  to  stay  indoors  and 
close  windows.  Five  hours 
later,  according  to  the  agency, 
another  ICI  plant  across  the 
Tees  at  Wilton,  spilled  oil  into 
the  river. 

Archie  Roberts,  the  agen- 
cy's operations  director,  said: 
“It  is  outrageous  that  within 
weeks  of  ICI  being  called  to  a 
meeting  where  it  promised  to 
clean  up  Its  act,  its  plants 
have  been  involved  In  two 
further  leaks. 

“Because  of  the  potential 


seriousness  of  the  leak  at 
Tioxide  Greatham.  the  agency 
has  moved  quickly  to  shut 
down  part  of  the  plant  We 
will  not  allow  it  to  restart  op- 
eration until  we  are  com- 
pletely satisfied  that  the  com- 
pany will  operate  it  safely." 

ICI  said  yesterday  that  it 
regretted  the  incidents. 
Wayne  Barnacal.  the 
Greatham  site  manager,  said 
affected  areas  would  remain 
shut  "until  we  are  completely 
satisfied  that  everything  has 
been  remedied  to  ensure 
there  will  be  no  recurrences". 


New  witness  in 
match-fixing 
court  case 


mdcVartev 

Sports  Correspondent 


Mars,  the  red  planet,  to  which  the  European  Space  Agency’s  Mars  Express  programme  will  send  a research  rocket 


has  been  fixed  and  ...  it 
would  be  very  flifflenlt  to 
fit  it  in." 

The  funding  problem  cen- 
tres on  two  issues:  the  cost 
of  the  overall  Mars  Express 
programme  to  ESA:  and  the 
cost  of  the  lander  vehicle 
the  British  project  needs. 
For  Mars  Express  to  go 
ahead  at  all,  ESA  says  It 
will  require  a Increase  in 


contributions  from  mem- 
ber states.  But  even  if  it 
lifts  off  In  2003,  the  British 
project  may  not  be  on  board 
because  ESA  funds  only  the 
cost  of  the  rocket,  leaving 
member  states  to  fund  the 
Instruments,  such  as  the 
$50  will  linn  lander  vehicle. 

Yesterday,  Colin  Pil- 
linger,  professor  of  earth 
sciences  at  the  Open  Uni- , 


versity  and  bead  of  the 1 
British  consortium,  in- 
sisted the  funding  could  be 
raised  In  time.  “I  have  told 
them  we  would  be  able  to , 
fund  the  lander  without 
relying  only  on  public 
funds  because  so  many 
People  are  interested.” 

Alan  Johnstone,  profes- 
sor of  space  science  at  Uni- 
versity College  London's 


Milliard  space  science  lab- 
oratory, said  the  Mars  Ex- 
press programme  would  be 
unlikely  to  capture  public 
imagination  unless  the 
British  project  ' was 
included. 

“This  is  absolutely  first 
class  science  and  a unique 
opportunity  to  put  British 
research  at  the  cutting  edge 
of  research,”  he  said. 


A FORMER  business  as- 
sociate of  the  ex-Wim- 
bledon goalkeeper  Hans 
Segers  will  appear  as  a new 
witness  at  the  re-trial  of  three 
former  Premiership  football- 
ers on.  match  fixing  charges,  a 
jury  heard  yesterday. 

Alphonsus  Thuys  will  give 
evidence  about  the  tie-making 
business  he  ran  with  his  fel- 
low Dutchman  Segers  and 
which  the  footballer  has 
claimed  was  the  source  of 
much  of  the  £100,000  cash  he 
received  over  two  seasons. 

David  Calvert  Smith  QC, 
prosecuting;  told  the  Jury  of 
six  men  and  six  women  at 
Winchester  crown  court  that 
Mr  Thuys  had  been  men- 
tioned at  the  footballers'  first 
trial  as  regularly  giving 
Segers  cash  from  the  proceeds 
Of  the  business. 

It  was  Segers*  second  expla- 
nation for  the  source  of  the 
large  payments  Into  his  Swiss 
bank  account  after  he  admit- 
ted that  a story  he  told  police 
about  it  being  the  proceeds  of 
car  theft  in  Holland  in  the 
1970s  was  "a  pack  of  lies”. 

Mr  Thuys  had  not  given 
evidence  at  the  first  trial,  he 
added,  but  now  detectives  had 
been  to  see  him  and  the  prose- 
cution would  be  calling  Mm 
as  a witness  later  in  the  trial, 
which  is  expected  to  last  up  to 
eight  weeks.  . 

“He  will  allege  that  he 
never  paid  Mr  Segers  a penny 
In  cash  ever,  let  alone  the 
thousands  of  pounds  alleged 
by  Segers  at  his  first  triaL” 
The  prosecution,  claims  the 
cash  was  paid  to  Segers  for 


his  part  in  fixing  matches  on 
behalf  of  a Far  Eastern  bet- 
ting syndicate  to  whose  repre- 
sentative he  was  introduced 
by  fellow  ex- Wimbledon  star 
John  Fashanu. 

The  former  Liverpool  goal- 
keeper. Bruce  Grobbelaar, 
was  also  alleged  to  have  been 
put  in  contact  with  the  repre- 
sentative, Hang  Suan  Lira,  by 
the  “middle  man"  Fashanu. 
who  eventually  started  to 
take  over  the  direct  contact 
with  the  Far  East  himself. 

Lim,  31,  of  Cricklewood. 
north  London:  Fashanu.  34,  of 
St  John's  Wood,  north  Lon- 
don; and  Grobbelaar,  39,  of 
Bramiey.  Surrey,  deny  two 
charges  of  corruption  relating 
to  the  match-fixing  allega- 
tions. Segers.  35,  of  Fleet, 
Hampshire,  denies  one  simi- 
lar charge. 

Mr  Calvert  Smith,  opening 
the  re-trial  three  months  after 
the  first  trial  ended  without  a 
verdict,  said  Grobbelaar  and 
Segers  had  both  received 
large  sums  of  “corrupt" 
money. 

Grobbelaar  had  been  paid 
£40,000  after  a game  between 
Liverpool  and  Newcastle 
United,  at  a house  where 
Fashanu  was  living  and  "in 
his  presence  if  not  physically 
by  him . _ . 

"The  Crown  alleges  that  if 
we  prove  the  money  was  cor- 
ruptly given  and  corruptly 
received  it  does  not  matter  If 
the  actual  result  of  the  match 
owed  everything,  little  or 
nothing  to  the  assistance  of 
the  corrupt  player." 

The  alleged  conspiracy 
came  to  light  after  Grobbelaar' 
and  his  ex-business  partner. 
Chris  Vincent,  fell  out.  The 
case  continues. 
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IS  YOUR 
MORTGAGE 
WITH 
ALLIANCE 
& LEICESTER 
OR  HALIFAX? 

Contact  us  for 
details  of  our 
special  offers  for 
mortgage  movers. 
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A chat  at  your  local 
branch  with  one 
of  our  experienced 
mortgage  advisers. 


BRITAIN  5 


Darren  Carr  inquiry 


Society 
must 
decide 
if  it 

wants 
to  hold 

people 

who 

have 

never 

broken 

the  law 


David  Brindle  on 
death  of  a family 


Darren  Carr  leaving  Birmingham  crown  court  in  April  last  year  after  he  was  charged  with  murder,  and  (below)  the  house  in  which  his  victims  died 


cNew  law  needed’ 
for  psychopaths 

SOCIETY  must  de- 1 
tide  if  it  wants  to  I 
lock  up  people  who  1 
have  psychopathic 
disorders  but  have 


SOCIETY  must  de- 
tide if  it  wants  to 
lock  up  people  who 
have  psychopathic 
disorders  but  have 
committed  no  serious  of- 
fences, an  inquiry  into  the 
killing  of  a mother  and  her 
two  daughters  saidyesterday . 

A debate  is  needed  urgently 
on  whether  non-offenders 
should  be  detained  even 
though  they  may  be  consid- 
ered by  doctors  to  be  not  men- 
tally IB  and  not  treatable,  ac- 
cording to  the  inquiry  into 
the  case  of  Darren  Carr. 

Carr,  aged  26,  was  jailed  for 
life  last  year  for  the  man- 
slaughter of  Susan  Hearmon 
and  her  daughters.  Kylie,  six, 
and  Julie  Anne,  four.  He  set 
fire  to  their  house  while  they 

slept. 

He  had  joined  the  fhmUy  as 
a live-in  childminder  alter  an- 
swering an  advertisement 
which  Ms  Hearmon  had 
placed  in  a local  newsagent  in 
Abingdon,  Oxfordshire. 

Although  he  had  no  convic- 
tions. Carr  had  been  detained 
in  mental  hospital  following  a 
violent  incident.  Psychia- 
trists had  decided  he  was  not 
mentally  U1  but  suffering  a 
psychopathic  or  personality 
disorder  which  was  treatable 
only,  if  at  all.  in  the  very  long 
term.  He  had  been 
discharged. 

He  was  obsessed  by  serial 
killers,  talked  openly  about 
killing  women  and  spoke  of 
being  controlled  by  a force  he 
called  The  Keeper. 

The  inquiry  has  criticised 
Oxfordshire  social  services 
for  fail  ing  to  intervene  to  stop 
Mr  Carr's  childminder  role, 
especially  as  the  children  had 
previously  been  on  the  at-risk 
register  and  in  care. 

Genevra  Richardson,  pro- 
fessor of  law  at  Queen  Mary  & 
Westfield  college,  east  Lon- 
don, who  chaired  the  inquiry 
team,  said:  “Despite  the  vul- 
nerability of  the  family  it  was 
decided  there  were  no  c-hild 
protection  concerns.  Within  a 
month  the  femdy  was  dead.” 

The  team  says  in  its  report 
that  there  is  a dear  limit  to 
what  doctors  can  do  within 
rerfwHng  law  to  keep  people 
like  Carr  off  the  streets. 

“It  is  our  view  that  if  soci- 
ety wishes  to  impose  controls 
on  people  such  as  Carr,  who 
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Susan  Hearmon  and  her  daughters  Julie  Anne  (left)  and  Kylie 


have  been  convicted  of  no 
serious  offences  and  who  are 
living  in  the  community,  then 
it  must  do  so  expressly.'1 

Any  powers  for  psychiatric 
services,  or  any  other  agency, 
to  detain  such  people  must  be 
enshrined  in  new  law.  “Mean- 
while, in  the  absence  of  ex- 
press powers,  we  cannot  ex- 
pect to  hold  psychiatric 
services  responsible  if  a 
lapsed  patient  such  as  Carr 
subsequently  kills.” 

A informed  debate  on  what 
to  do  with  people  with  person- 
ality disorders  was  long  over- 
due, the  team  said. 

'Hie  call  was  backed  by 
Mind,  the  wwntat  health  char- 
ity, which  said  the  Depart- 
ment of  Health  had  shelved 
recommendations  from  its 
own  review  of  psychopathic 
disorder  in  1994. 

Kate  Harrison,  Mind’s  legal 
director,  said:  “We  need  a 
proper  debate  about  the  defi- 
nition, assessment  and  treat- 
ment — including  detention 
— of  people  with  personality 
or  psychopathic  disorder.” 

The  Z3to  Trust,  which  cam- 
paigns for  the  farn flies  of  vic- 
tims of  mentaBy-disordered 
offenders,  urged  more  funda- 
mental steps.  It  criticised  the 
Government's  “breathtaking" 
silence  on  mental  health,  and 
demanded  a royal  commis- 
sion on  policy  and  law. 

Jayne  Zito,  the  trust’s 
founder,  said:  ‘‘We  do  not 
need  any  more  sticking  plas- 
ter measures.  Community 
care  doesn't  work.  It  kills 
people.” 


Ms  Hearmon’s  parents  ex- 
pressed dismay  at  the  inquiry 
report.  Jean  Foulsbam,  the 
dead  woman's  mother, 
claimed  the  authorities  had 
been  let  off  the  hook. 

“If  this  is  the  end  of  it,  we 
might  as  well  sit  back  and 
wait  for  another  tragedy,” 
Mrs  Foulsham  said. 


THE  inquiry  found 
that  two  crucial 
errors  by  social 
workers  left  Carr  in 
charge  of  the  chil- 
dren he  was  to  bum  to  death 
along  with  their  motber. 
When  social  services  was 
warned  he  had  moved  in  with 
the  family  in  Abingdon, 
Oxfordshire,  it  was  given  the 
right  street  but  the  wrong 
house  number. 

During  the  next  4 14  months, 
it  never  traced  the  correct 
house. 

When  the  children’s  school 
raised  concerns  about  Carr’s 
care  standards,  social  ser- 
vices failed  to  find  his  full  file 
containing  details  of  his  men- 
tal condition  and  his  past. 
The  social  worker  concerned 
had  the  wrong  date  of  birth 
for  him. 

The  inquiry  team  concludes 
that  a “more  rigorous”  ap- 
proach by  Oxfordshire  social 
services  to  information 
received  could  bave  led  to 
Carr’s  removal  from  the  fiun- 
ily  borne  and  thus  distanced 
him  from  his  victims. 

Tie  would  have  remained  a 
dangerous  and  unpredictable  , 
young  man,  but  that  particu- 1 
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Lar  tragedy  might  bave  been 
averted,"  the  team  says. 

Carr,  who  had  a history  of 
epilepsy  as  well  as  personal- 
ity disorder,  bad  been  de- 
tained in  mental  hospital  two 
years  previously  after  an  inci- 
dent in  Bracknell,  Berkshire, 
in  which  he  threatened  his 
mother  with  a hammer  and 
cut  himself  with  a knife. 

Although  he  was  known  to 
be  obsessed  with  serial  kill- 
ings and  occasionally  talked 
about  stalking  and  killing 
women,  he  was  deemed  to  be 
not  mentally  ill  and  was  dis- 
charged after  a month. 

In  a 190-page  report,  the  in- 
quiry team  says  the  decision 
to  discharge  him  from  the  I 
IJanarth  Court  private  psy- 
chiatric hospital  in  Gwent 
where  the  National  Health 
Service  was  funding  his  care, 
"paid  insufficient  attention" 
to  fears  expressed  by  the  hosr 
pital's  principal  social 
worker,  who  had  described 
him  as  potentially  dangerous. 

Moreover,  the  team  said  it 
was  dismayed  by  the  lack  of 
discharge  planning.  No  ar- 
rangements were  made  for 
Mr  Carr's  continuing  psychi- 
atric care  or,  critically,  for 
his  accommodation. 

He  was  simply  driven  to  the 
offices  of  the  Bracknell  com- 
munity mental  health  team. 

Within  four  weeks,  during 
which  time  no  suitable  bostel 
place  was  found,  Carr  was 
again  detained  under  the  act 
after  his  condition  deterio- 
rated and  he  told  doctors  he 
had  urges  to  kill, 
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Training  overhaul  urged 

THE  training  of  mental  j users  and  their  carer: 
health  workers  needs  a I we  have  training  and 


■ health  workers  needs  a 
fundamental  overhaul  to  help 
avert  further  tragedies  in- 
volving people  with  severe 
conditions,  a review  says 
today,  writes  David  Brindle. 

Training  arrangement  are  a 
mismatch  leaving  staff  “not 
fit”  for  work  in  the  commu- 
nity. according  to  a working 
party  led  by  Rabbi  Julia  Neu- 
berger,  chairwoman  of  the 
Camden  and  Islington  com- 
munity health  trust  in  north 
London  and  director-desig- 
nate or  the  King's  Fund  health 
policy  think  tank. 

She  said:  “We  will  only 
have  a system  of  mental 
health  services  which  works 
for  the  benefit  of  service 


users  and  their  carers  when 
we  have  training  and  educa- 
tion for  staff  which  bears 
some  relation  to  the  kinds  of 
services  now  emerging  — and 
which  service  users  want  to 
receive." 

The  review,  the  first  of  its 
kind,  was  carried  out  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Sains  bury 
Centre  for  Mental  Health. 

The  working  party,  com- 
prising professionals,  users 
and  carers,  has  made  20 
recommendations  including 
the  drawlng-up  of  agreed 
skills  for  mental  health  staff 

Paul  Boateng.  junior  health 
minister,  said  the  Govern- 
ment wanted  to  ensure  men- 
tal health  care  was  sensitive 
to  needs. 


WHATEVER  THE 
PROPERTY 
THERE  ARE  TWO 
WAYS  TO  GET  THE 
MORTGAGE 


A phone  call 
from  the  comfort 
of  your  favourite  armchair. 

0800  100  800 

quoting  reference  A561C/12. 


YOUR  HOME  fS  AT  RISK  IF  YOU  DO  NOT 
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Dutch  smuggling  hearing  moved  over  security  fear 

Drug  case  attack 
on  police  ‘secrecy* 


H 


Duncan  Campbell 

British  policing 

methods  and  the 
laws  on  disclosure 
became  an  issue  at 
the  trial  in  Holland  yesterday 
of  a man  accused  of  running  a 
£100  million  drugs  smuggling 
operation.  The  man's  lawyer 
claimed  that  British  police 
operated  in  a “culture  of  se- 
crecy" that  made  a fair  trial 
Impossible. 

The  trial  of  Curtis  Warren, 
34.  from  Liverpool,  was 
moved  from  the  central  court 
in  The  Hague  to  a secure 
address  because  of  claims  of 
security  risks. 

Warren  is  one  of  three  Brit- 
ons charged  as  a result  of  an 


Anglo-Dutch  police  and  cus- 
toms investigation  which  the 
prosecution  claims  involved 
one  of  Britain's  major  pmgc 
Also  charged  are  Stephen 
Mae,  38,  also  from  Liverpool, 
and  Stephen  Whitehead.  34 
from  Oldham. 

A satellite  link  was  ar- 
ranged from  the  new  nriripogg 
to  the  central  court  so  that 
reporters  could  follow  pro- 
ceedings on  a wide  screen. 
The  Dutch  authorities 
screened  a Rolling  Stones 
concert  for  reporters  to  watch 

in  the  period  before  the  trial 

In  earlier  hearings  it  was 
alleged  that  the  men  had  cho- 
sen Rotterdam  as  a conduit 
for  bringing  drugs  from  South 
America  into  Europe.  The 
final  destination  for  most  of 


Prison 
ship  to 
take  on 
inmates 
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The  video  screen  on  which  the  proceedings  from  a secret 
location  were  relayed  photograph-  serge  ugtenberg 


the  drugs  was  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  men  plead  not 
guilty. 

Officers  from  the  North 
West  regional  crime  squad 
attended  court  yesterday. 

Customs  are  also  following 
the  case,  which  is  seen  as  an 
example  of  international 
police  co-operation.  In  the 
past  there  have  been  tensions 
between  British  and  Dutch 
authorities,  with  the  former 
suggesting  privately  that  the 
latter  are  too  lax  on  drug  law 
enforcement 

The  haul  which  triggered 
the  arrests  involved  £75  mil- 
lion worth  of  cocaine  found 
aboard  a Venezuelan 
freighter  which  had  docked  in 
Rotterdam. 

Han  Jahae,  Warren's  law- 
yer, claimed  that  evidence 
against  his  client  was  ille- 
gally obtained.  The  operation 
between  Britain  and  TTnTbmd 
had  been  contaminated  be- 
cause methods  used  in  the  UK 
were  not  recognised  by  the 
Dutch  authorities. 

“British  police  are  accus- 
tomed to  doing  what  they 
want  and  operating  within  a 
culture  of  secrecy." 

Defence  lawyers  claim  that 
police  raids  carried  oat  in 
Holland  were  based  cm  infor- 
mation gathered  by  police  in 
Britain  through  flippii  tele- 
phone tapping. 

UK  customs  and  police 
have  denied  that  the  informa- 
tion came  from  an  informant 
or  from  electronic  bugging  or 
a telephone  company.  How- 
ever, the  refusal  of  the  au- 
thorities to  identify  the 
source,  which  they  are  en- 
titled to  do  under  English 

law.  has  provoked  a can  fora  A Yak-3,  one  of  the  fastest  second  world  war  fighters,  is  readied  at  Duxford,  near  Cambridge,  before  a show  on  July  12 
more  detailed  review  of  the  and  13  at  the  airfield,  where  the  it  was  built  as  a trainer  before  being  adapted  by  the  Russians  photograph  iarrywbser 
evidence  before  the  trial  con- 
tinues. Under  Dutch  law  the 
source  of  undercover  infor- 
mation is  disclosed. 

The  trial  is  expected  to  last 
some  weeks. 
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Scientists  back  nurses 
in  Saudi  murder  case 


Lawrence  Donegan 

Lawyers  acting  for  two 
British  nurses  accused 
of  killing  a colleague  in 
Saudi  Arabia  claimed  last 
night  to  have  fresh  scientific 
evidence  which  backs  up 
claims  that  the  women's  con- 
fessions were  "unsafe  and 
unreliable". 

The  text  of  statements 
apparently  given  by  Lucille 
McLauchlan  and  Deborah 
Parry  to  Saudi  police  investi- 
gating the  killing  of  Austra- 
lian nurse  Yvonne  Gilford 
were  examined  by  three  sci- 
entists who  supported  the 
women’s  claims  that  they  had 
been  physically  and  sexually 
assaulted  by  police  and  co- 
erced into  confessing. 

The  unnamed  scientists  — 
a professor  of  forensic 
science,  a professor  of 
psychology  and  a consultant 
psychiatrist  — are  prepared 
to  travel  to  Saudi  Arabia  to 
give  evidence  at  the  women's  . 
trial,  due  to  start  on  June  15. 
Ms  McLauchlan,  aged  31, 


from  Dundee,  and  Deborah 
Parry,  41,  from  Birmingham, 
were  arrested  one  week  after 
Ms  Gilford  was  found  dead  at 
the  King  Fahad  military  hos- 
pital in  Qhahran.  They  face 
the  death  sentence  if  found 
guilty. 

Peter  Watson,  the  solicitor 
acting  for  the  McLauchlans, 
said:  "By  examining  the  tran- 
scripts of  these  interviews  it 
is  possible  to  reach  a reliable, 
scientific  conclusion  on  the 
circumstance  in  which  they 
were  given.  That  is  what  has 
been  done  in  this  case.  The 
verdict  is  unequivocal — they 
are  unsafe  and  unreliable. 

"We  have  forwarded  the 
new  evidence  to  lawyers  rep- 
resenting the  women  In  Saudi 
Arabia  and  I am  certain  it 
will  make  a big  difference," 
he  said.  Mr  Watson  said  there 
were  a number  of  other  dis- 
crepancies in  the  case,  includ- 
ing the  failure  of  the  prosecu- 
tion to  provide  the  defence 
with  any  forensic  evidence 
and  the  quality  of  the  post 
mortem  examination  carried 
out  an  Ms  Gilford’s  body. 


Mammogram  errors  found 
after  two  Devon  women  die 


Geoffrey  Gibbs 

TWO  consultants  have  been 
sent  for  re  training  while 
experts  have  been  called  In  to 
re-examine  film  from  mam- 
mograms of  1,700  women  in 
east  Devon,  after  errors  were 
discovered  In  the  Interpreta- 
tion of  a small  number  of 
mammography  films. 

The  action  follows  the  diag- 
nosis of  breast  cancer  in  12 
women  long  before  their 
recommended  three- yearly 
check-up  was  due.  Two  of  the 
women  have  since  died. 

Medical  staff  in  Exeter  first 
raised  concerns  about  the  In- 
terpretation of  mammogra- 
phy films  at  the  end  of  Febru- 
ary. Experts  at  the  National 
Breast  Screening  and  Train- 
ing Centre  In  Nottingham 
reviewed  the  12  sets  of  films 
and  identified  problems  with 
nine  of  them.  Their  report 
was  delivered  to  the  Royal 
Devon  and  Exeter  Healthcare 
Trust  last  week. 

Consultant  radiologists 
John  Brennan  and  Graham 
Urquhart,  who  were  working 
for  the  East  Devon  Breast 


Screening  Service,  were  not 
suspended,  but  have  been 
sent  for  ftuther  training. 

The  service,  which  was 
started  in  1991.  screens  about 
12.000  women  in  east  Devon 
for  breast  cancer  each  year. 

Angela  Redder,  chief  execu- 
tive of  the  Royal  Devon  and 
Exeter  Healthcare  Trust,  said 
the  review  was  being  carried 
out  to  ensure  the  breast 
screening  programme  was 
achieving  the  highest  stan- 
dards. 

“We  are  reviewing  only  the 
particular  groups  of  patients 
suggested  by  the  expert  ad- 
vice we  have  and  there  Is  no 
cause  for  widespred 
concern." 

Mrs  Pedder  said  it  was  not 
yet  known  whether  the 
deaths  of  the  two  women  were 
the  direct  result  of  errors  in 
interpreting  the  film. 

Mammography  experts  are  j 
to  work  on  a review  of  test 
results  for  some  of  the  pa- 
tients screened  over  the  past , 
two  years.  Mrs  Pedder  said 
that  the  patients  in  question 
had  been  contacted  today,  and 
that  there  was  no  cause  for 
widespread  concern. 


The  Australian  nurse,  who 
was  55  when  she  was  killed, 
was  found  in  her  room  at  the 
hospital  last  December.  She 
had  been  stabbed  five  times 
and  smothered  with  a blan- 
ket Saudi  police  claim  Ms 
McLauchlan  was  arrested 
while  using  the  dead  woman’s 
bank  card  a week  later. 

News  of  the  fresh  scientific 
evidence  came  yesterday  as 
Frank  Gilford,  the  brother  of 
the  victim,  was  reported  to 
have  changed  his  long-stated 
belief  that  the  two  accused 
should  be  beheaded  if  found 
guilty.  The  judge  trying  the 
case  adjourned  the  trial  to 
allow  Mr  Gilford's  views  on 
the  punishment  his  sister's 
killers  should  receive  to  be 
heard. 

Stan  McLauchlan,  father  of 
Lucille,  said  he  was  hopeful 
bis  daughter  would  be 
released  when  the  case 
resumed  later  this  month. 
“This  is  a massive  boost  to 
the  case  and  will  go  a long 
way  to  proving  that  the  girls, 
as  they  have  said  all  along, 
are  totally  innocent,"  he  said. 


University  pay 
‘intolerable’  in 
light  of  output 


Donald  MacLeod 
Education  Correspondent 

UNIVERSITY  staff  are 
poorly  rewarded  com- 
pared to  the  private  and  pub- 
lic sectors,  even  after  taking 
generous  holidays  into  ac- 
count, a report  commissioned 
by  unions  said  yesterday. 

The  gap  was  not  tolerable 
given  the  extraordinary 
increase  in  productivity  over 
the  past  10  years,  said  Stephen 
Rouse,  chief  executive  of  the 
Universities  and  Colleges 
Employers  Association. 

He  wtn  tell  Sir  Ron  Deal- 
ing's inquiry  into  the  future 
of  higher  education  that  the 
findings  of  Sir  Gordon  Borrie, 
chairman  of  the  Labour  Par- 
ty's social  Justice  commis- 
sion, must  be  addressed. 

Sir  Garden  found  that  man- 
ual staff  were  paid  63  per  cent 

of  market  rales;  that  an  aca- 
demies were  paid  balow  market 
rates:  and  that  senior  adminis- 
trators in  old  universities  were 
the  only  group  whose  pay  com- 
pared favourably. 
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WE  CAN’T 
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Would  it  be  so  very  mad,  or  bad,  to  give 
Stonehenge  over  to  sheep,  cattle, 
ramblers  and  hippies  and  to  keep  the 
whole  busy-bodying  Nanny-knows-best 
heritage  industry  at  bay? 

Jonathan  Glancey 
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POLICY  AND  POLITICS  I 7 


Plan  to  ration  car  space  in  cities 


Prescott 

points 

buses  to 
fast  lane 


Paul  Brown 

EnvfcxuonomCorroaixincleul 

Jfc  TRANSPORT  system 
which  rations  road 
space  for  cars  and 
^^^%gives  buses  their 
m mown  express  corri- 
dors through  city  centres  Is 
part  of  Labour’s  plan  to  reform 
the  transport  system,  John 
Prescott,  the  Deputy  Prime 
Minister,  said  yesterday. 

De-regulation  of  bus  services 
will  be  reversed  and  local  au- 
thorities given  power  to  link 
timetables  and  make  sense  of 
the  current  chans  in  public 
transport,  Mr  Prescott  said.  “I 
want  buses  in  cities  to  go 
Easter  than  cars.” 

A transport  white  paper  will 
be  published  next  spring  after 
widespread  public  consults- 


Harman 

speeds 

pension 

share 


tion  on  how  to  reform  Brit- 
ain’s transport  system. 

T win  have  foiled  In  this  if 
in  five  years  there  are  not 1 
many  more  people  using  pub- 
lic transport  and  for  fewer 
journeys  by  car.  It  Is  a tan 
order  but  I want  you  to  hold 
me  to  it,”  he  said. 

In  a wide-ranging  speech  at 
the  Royal  Geographical  Soci- 
ety In  London  on  World  Envi- 
ronment Day  Mr  Prescott  won 
loud  applause  from  the  audi- 
ence of  environment  and  in- 
dustry groups  meetlng  to  dis- 
cuss the  UN’s  Barth  Summit 
plus  five  years  meeting  In  New 
York  this  month. 

With  his  civil  servants  in 
tow.  Mr  Prescott  took  the  Cir- 
cle T.hw  from  his  nfflrg  in  Vic- 
toria to  South  repnKmgtnn  and 
walked  to  the  conference. 
Among  the  things  he  pledged 


John  Prescott  taking  the  Tube  on  the  way  to  his  press  conference  yesterday  ' 

was  improved  maintenance  on  I of  the  possibilities  was  a tax  on  | ously  wrong  with  a system 
Tube  lines  and  finance  to  revi- 1 company  car  pnrfcfag  spaces,  I where  the  Government  subsi- 


talise  the  system. 


The  fundamental  transport  ter  for  the  Chancellor.  nipq  to  the  *imn  of  ci  5 billion, 

review  was  the  main  plank  of  Mr  Prescott  said  he  was  not  they  paid  fees  to  Raihrack, 
his  speech  which  would  pro-  happy  about  the  Railtrack  who  then  paid  the  money  in 
vide  a framework  for  decision  profits  of  £329  minfow.  which  profit  Co  shareholders.'*  This 
making  for  the  next  five  years,  appeared  to  be  largely  public  was  being  reviewed. 

Taxes  to  curb  poDntkm  and  money  which  was  being  recy-  A new  cabinet  committee 
discriminate  against  larger  clad  and  paid  out  to  sharehold-  nhatiwt  by  Mr  Prescott  will  be 
cars  would  be  considered.  One  ers.  “There  is  something  seri-  set  up  to  review  all  govem- 


making  for  the  next  five  years,  appeared  to  be  largely  public 
Taxes  to  curb  poOntion  and  money  which  was  being  recy- 
discriminate  against  larger  dad  and  paid  out  to  sharehdld- 


bot  details  of  taxes  were  a mat- 1 dised  privatised  rail  compa- 


law 


Robocca  Smtthers 
Pofitical  Correspondent 


SWEEPING  new  laws 
allowing  a divorced  wom- 
an to  receive  up  to  half  her  ex- 
husband's  pension  should  be 
in  place  by  2000,  the  Govern- 
ment announced  yesterday. 

Social  Security  Secretary 
Harriet  Harman  — who  is 
also  women's  minister  — has 
moved  swiftly  to  allay  fears 
that  the  new  legislation  might 
be  delayed  until  the  next  cen- 
tury. 

However,  experts  say  legis- 
lation on  pension-sharing  Is 
■’horrendously”  complex  and 
changes  to  matrimonial,  fam- 
ily, pensions  and  tax  law  are 
necessary  to  deliver  the  pro- 
posals, which  will  affect  three 
fomily  law  systems  — Eng- 
land and  Wales,  Scotland  and 
Northern  Ireland  — and  thou- 
sands of  individual  pension 
schemes. 

Yesterday  Ms  Hannan  an- 
nounced in  a written  answer 
that  her  department  would  be 
putting  forward  draft  legisla- 
tion in  the  nest  28  months,  to 
be  followed  by  a Pensions 

Sharing  Bill. 

She  plans  to  introduce  a 
system  which  will  enable  div- 
orcees to  make  a clean  finan- 
cial break  with  former 
spouses. 

It  will  mean  they  have  the 
right  to.  take  a slice  of  a for- 
mer spouse’s  pension  -fond 
upon  divorce.  They  would 
then  be  aide  to  add  to  the  por- 
tion of  the  fond  awarded  until 
such  time  as  they  could  draw 
a pension. 

Although  the  Secretary  of 
State  hailed  the  announce- 
ment as  a move  which  would 
principally  benefit  women, 
helping  them  keep  out  of  pov- 
erty In  retirement,  the  mea- 
sures could  also  benefit  div- 
orced men  whose  wives  are 
the  principal  earners. 

"We  will  be  working  In 
partnership  with  the  pen- 
sions Industry,  family  law- 
yers and  others  to  deliver 
pension  sharing  arrange- 
ments by  April  2000"  she  said. 
Tn  order  to  do  this,  we  will 
be  introducing  a draft  BiU  in 
this  session  for  consultation 
with  interested  parties,  be- 
fore we  introduce  it  to 
Parliament". 

Ms  Hannan  said  it  was  the 
first  time  her  department  had 
consulted  on  a piece  of  draft 
legislation  in  this  way,  part  of 

the  Government's  commit- 
ment "to  deliver -practical, 
workable  and  effective  mea- 
sures based  -btt  . sound 
legislation"--.-  - 

Campaigners  yesterday 
welcomed  the  move  although 
they  expressed  concern  that, 
because  the  legislation  wDl 
not  be  retrospective,  thou- 
sands of  women  will  lose  out 
until  it  comes  Into  force. 

Ms  Harman  sxplained  that 
the  new  law  would,  for  the 
first  time,  give  courts  new 
rights  to  divide  pensions 
rights  between  divorcing 

C°SdJacMfi  Ballard,  the  Lib- 
eral  Democrats'  womens  af- 
fairs spokeswoman;  «Ud,  yes- 
terday; “We  warmly  welcome 
this  move,  and  we  will  be  sup- 
porting the  legislation.” 
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John  Redwood  yesterday . - . despite  Ms  fighting  talk  he  is  expected  to  trail  in  round  one  of  the  leadership  contest  on  Tuesday  photograph:  ian  walue 


Redwood  urges 
Tories  to  unite 
in  backing  pound 


Blair  urges  Euro 
left  to  modernise 


ancfiMi  wiifto 
Political  Editor  , , , 

JOHN  Redwood  yesterday 

moved  to  keep  alive  his. 
fading  hopes  of  winning  the 
Tory  leadership  by  telling  his 
party  they  must  declare  out- 
right opposition  to  any  form 
of  EU  single  currency  — even 
if  it  Tpwma  some  shadow  cabi- 
net heavyweights  retiring  to 
the  backbenches. 

Iiikening  the  Tory  squab- 
bles on  Europe  to  "a -Balkan 
battlefield"  Mr  Redwood  said: 
“me  only  way  to  end  the  civil 
war  Is  to  settle  which  aide  has 
won.  Conservatives  do  not 
want  to  abolish  the  pound.  We 
do  want  to  get  on  to  schools, 
hospitals,  tax  and  the  envi- 
ronment We  needto  redis- 
cover our  winning  ways.  • 

As  nominations  closed  witn 
an  five  remaining  candidates 
still  jockeying  for  advantage 
ahead  of  Tuesday's  first 
round. banot  supporters  of 
Kenneth- Clarire  and  William 
Hague  both  predicted  a fiaal 
run-off  between  the  two  MPs, 
while  Michael  Howard  s 
camp  daimed  to  be  gaming 
ground  at  the  expense  of 


Peter  Lifley.  With  Stephen 
Dorreii  dropping  out  this 
week,  most  rival  camps  think- 
Mr  Redwood  is  likely  to  trail 
in  round  one,  and  admit  that 
Mr  Clarke  is  bound  to  lead 
round  one,  albeit  with  insuffi- 
cent  votes  to  win  outright 
Both  Simon  Bums  and  David 
F&ber,  Mr  Dorrell’s  chief  lieu- 
tenants, joined  the  Howard 
ramp  last  night  — despite  the 
ex-health  secretary’s  endorse- 
ment of  Mr  Clarke. 

Mr  Howard  used  the  oppor- 
tunity to  claim  that  “people 
are  increasingly  coming  to 
recognise  it  Is  a contest  be- 
tween the  two  heavyweight 
candidates  — Kenneth  Clarke 
and  myself  I am  confident 
that  I can  make  up  the  gap 
before  the  end  of  this  contest 
and  beat  Ken  Clarke  in  the 
second  or  third  baDot” 

In  an  interview  - with'  the 
Spectator  this  week.  Mr 
Clarke  blames  party  splits 
and  sleaze  for  the  Tory  defeat 
As  for  the  present  contest, 
“my  leadership  campaign  .has 
been  publicly  low-key  so  as  to 
cause  as  little  division  as 
possible.  Ifa  not  stage  fright 
on  my  part  But  It  is  unwise 
for  the  candidates  to  put  out 


different  views  of  the  party 
when  we  have  to  unite  it 
pretty  briskly,*’  he  sald. 

Though  the  muted  cam- 
paign for  the  184  votes  of  the 
rump  parliamentary  party 
which  survived  Labour’s  May 
Day  Massacre  has  seen  little 
personal  abuse,  Mr  Redwood 
raised  the  political  tempo  yes- 
terday when  he  called  on  his 
party  to  restore  their  lost 
respect,  honesty  and  loyalty. 

The  candidate  best 
equipped  to  do  that  was  one 
who  warned  two  years  before 
the  election  “that  we  had  to 
mend  our  ways,”  said  the  ex- 
Welsh  Secretory  who  stood 
down  to  challenge  John  Major 
in  1995. 

Mr  Redwood's  aggressive  i 
tone  riPiightfiri  supporters  at, 
Westminster,  who  saw  it  as  a j 
/.haTipngw  to  Mr  Clarke  to  ac-  < 
cept  majority  feeling  on  the ' 
stogie  currency  or  quit  the  j 
front  bench  team.  But  it  did 
not  impress  rivals.  By  con- 
trast Mr  Lflley  attacked  Tony 
Blair's  welfare  speech  on 

, Monday,  saying  it  was  a clas- 
sic case  of  “government  by 
soundbite.” 

1 Leader  comment,  p»S*  12 


Michael  White 

and  ton  Black 

TONY  Blair  will  today  tell 
Europe’s  centre-left  gov- 
ernments that  they  have  an 
historic  chance  to  seize  the 
political  Initiative  for  a gen- 
eration by  rejecting  Old-style 
statism  in  favour  of  a global 
agenda.  “We  must  modernise 
or  die."  he  will  warn. 

But  the  Prime  Minister's 
challenge  to  a congress  of 
European  socialists  In 

Sweden  was  last  night  accom- 
panied by  behind-the-scenes 
“mutual  pounding”  with  the 
Dutch  presidency  of  the  Euro- 
pean Union  over  the  terms  of 
the  draft  treaty  due  to  be  fi- 
nalised in  10  days  time  at  the 
Amsterdam  summit. 

After  talks  with  Wim  Kok, 
the  Dutch  Socialist  premier 
in  Malmo  last  night,  Mr  Blair 
was  expected  to  get  a hero's 
welcome  when  he  addresses 
the  plenary  session  this 
morning  after  an  election  vic- 
tory even  more  impressive 
than  Lionel  Jospin's  win  in 
the  French  poll  last  weekend. 

Mr  Blair  has  pleased  his  EU 
colleagues  by  agreeing  to  sign 
the  social  chapter.  But  be  will 
warn  that  he  will  be  keeping  a 
“watchful  eye”  to  make  sure 
It  does  not  jeopardise  job 
creation. 


■ British  ministers  have  al- 
ready signalled  scepticism 
about  Commission  hopes  to 
extend  consultation  rights  to 
workers  in  firms  with  only  50 
staff  not  2,000  as  at  present. 

“We  must  be  competitive 
and,  to  be  competitive,  knowl- 
edge. skills,  technology  and 
enterprise  are  the  keys,  not 
rigidity,  unnecessary  regula- 
tion and  old-styled  interven- 
tion," Mr  Blair  will  say  in 
terms  which  even  EU  Chris- 
tian Democrat  leaders  may 
regard  as  too  Thatcherite. 

Left-of-centre  parties  are 
now  in  a majority  in  the  EU 
council  of  ministers  and  at 
the  Strasbourg  parliament 

Mr  Blair  sees  it  as  a great  op- 
portunity — for  which  they 
will  all  be  punished  “if  we  go 
back  to  the  old  ways,"  he  win 
say  before  flying  to  Bonn  for 
critical  pre-Amsterdam  talks 
with  Chancellor  Helmut  Kohl 
today. 

With  Mr  Blair  consulting 
most  key  allies  ahead  of  Am- 
sterdam he  and  Mr  Kok  were 
unable  to  close  the  gap  between 
Britain  and  the  Netherlands 
when  they  met  to  Paris  last 
week.  Then  the  profaderalist 
Dutch  presidency  felled  to  in- 
corporate  into  the  latest  draft 
text  any  of  the  changes  — on 
defence  and  foreign  policy 
issues  — where  Britain  be- 
lieves It  will  get  its  way. 
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Milan  has  seen  a 41  per  cent  rise  in  public  transport  use 

How  to  put  cars 
off-limits  — a 
tale  of  four  cities 


PHOTOGRAPH:  SAM  PEARCE 

ment  policies  for  their  envi- 
ronmental content 
He  the  Government’s 
tough  carbon  dioxide  target  of 
a 20  per  cent  cut  by  2010  was 
not  enough  an  its  own.  It 
would  take  a lead  to  negotia- 
tions to  bring  the  US  and  other 
large  emitters  to  lower  targets. 

Leader  comment  pas*  1 2 


MILAN 

Through  traffic  is 

banned  in  Milan,  and  cars 
need  a permit  to  enter  tbe  city 
centre.  These  permits  are 
very  difficult  to  obtain  for 
anyone  apart  from  residents 
and  a limited  number  of 
employers. 

Retailers  initially  opposed 
the  scheme,  and  mounted  a 
vain  court  challenge.  But 
with  permits  came  pedes- 
trian-only shopping  streets, 
and  urban  improvements  in- 
cluding garden  and  trees  in- 
stead of  Tarmac.  It  is  now  rec- 
ognised as  a success  and  led 
to  an  increase  In  shopping  to 
the  city  centre. 

There  has  been  a 41  per 
cent  rise  in  use  of  public 
transport.  Many  people  park 
on  the  edge  of  the  restricted 
area  and  walk  because  the  j 
city  is  tor  more  pleasant  The 
permit  system  is  unique  tn 
Milan,  but  similar  pedestrian 
schemes  and  car  bans  are  be- : 
coming  very  common  else-  j 
where  in  Italy. 

LUNEBURG 

HIGH  levels  of  urban  con- 
gestion and  growing  pol- 
lution in  this  historic  German  i 
town  forced  the  local  author- 
ity to  act  In  1990.  To  encour- 
age people  to  leave  their  cars 
at  home,  regular  tost  public 
transport  was  Introduced, 
and  bicycle  paths  and  wider 
pavements  were  built  The 
town  centre  became  car  free, 
apart  from  parking  facilities 
for  disabled  people. 

Park  and  ride  offers  a free 
bus  service  into  the  centre,  or 
there  is  a taxi  service  which 
people  are  expected  to  share. 
There  are  limited  stop  express 
buses  from  car  parks  to  the 
city  centre,  and  a parcels  and 
shopping  deposit  system  so 
people  can  walk  round  the  cen- 
tre without  excess  baggage  and 
pick  it  up  when  they  leave. 

There  has  been  a decline  to 
traffic  in  the  suburbs  of  15  per 
cent  and  an  increase  to  the 
use  of. T public  transport  by  15 
per  cent  cycling  by  60  per 
cent  and  walking  by  10  per 
cent 


DELFT 

IN  1980  separate  bike  lanes 
were  created  on  all  major 
routes  and  new  links  to  exist- 
ing routes.  Eight  miles  of  bike 
lanes  were  built  and  two  miles 
of  bike-only  two-way  streets. 
Two  special  tunnels  were  built 
and  three  new  bridges.  Plan- 
ning rules  required  all  shops 
to  provide  bicycle  parking 
spaces,  and  each  office  one  se- 
cure bicycle  space  for  every 
three  employees,  and  each 
bouse  a bicycle  garage. 

In  the  first  three  years  of 
operation  the  average  num- 
ber of  miles  driven  by  car 
owners  in  the  city  dropped  6 
per  cent  In  the  rest  of  the 
country  the  number  of  miles 
travelled  by  per  car  rose  on 
average  by  15  per  cent  More 
than  so  per  cent  of  all  trips  in 
Delft  are  now  made  by  bi- 
cycle. To  those  that  point  out 
that  Holland  is  flat  Dutch  cy- 
clists point  out  that  it  can  still 
rain  hard  to  Delft  — and  it 
sometimes  comes  down 
sideways. 

LEEDS 

^PWELVE  superbus  services 
I which  use  a special 
guided  corridor  have  priority 
over  other  traffic  for  the 
three-  mile  journey  from  sub- 
urb to  centre.  The  guided  sys- 
tem’s concrete  curbs  prevent 
cars  or  lorries  from  crossing 
from  conventional  lanes. 

The  rapid  ’get-you-to-work' 
service  from  tbe  city’s  pros- 
perous northern  suburbs  has 
increased  bus  use  in  its  first 
year  by  over  40  per  cent 
The  £2J3  million  scheme  also 
relies  on  specially-trained 
drivers,  graduates  in  a cus- 
tomer care  course  designed  to 
encourage  commuting  busi- 
nessmen on  to  the  buses. 
There  is  less  than  10  minutes' 
wait  between  buses  during  the 
morning  and  evening  rushes. 
Financial  restrictions  have 
prevented  the  laying  of  con- 
crete curbs  right  into  the  cen- 
tre, but  a system  of  traffic 
lights  priority  and  contra-flow 
bus  lanes  takes  over  for  the 
final  stretch  to  Leeds  central 
bus  station. 
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Study  for  a BSc 
degree  in  maths,  science 
or  technology. 

To  develop  your  career  or  broaden  your  interests,  the  Open 
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software.  You  a bo  receive  support  from  your  personal  tutor 
and  Regional  Centra. 

Admissions  are  on  a first-come,  first-served  basis  - so  fiH 
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Blair  aims  to  skew  Bonn-Pans  axis 


• 


The  Prime  Minister  will  try 
to  woo  the  beleaguered 
German  chancellor  from 
his  long-standing  partner 
across  the  Rhine  today, 
now  that  French  voters 
have  given  the  Socialists 
a mandate  for  change. 

Ian  Traynor  in  Bonn  reports 


Tony  Blair  may  come  between.  Chancellor  Helmut  KohL 
above,  and  the  Preach  prime  minister..  Lionel  Jospin,  left 


‘Britain  now  has  a government 
that  can  act,  that  is  in  a position 
to  make  deals.  That’s  the 
crucial  difference.  Towards  the 
end,  Major’s  hands  were  so 
tied  that  he  couldn’t  move’ 


TONY  BLAIR  arrives 
in  Bonn  today  for 
critical  talks  with 
Chancellor  Helmut 
Kohl,  seizing  the  op- 
portunity of  converging  Brit- 
ish and  German  interests  to 
undermine  the  Franco-Ger- 
man mriii  which  hw  domi- 
nated the  European  Union. 

With  the  west  European  po- 
litical landscape  transformed 
by  New  Labour's  election 
landslide,  the  socialist  victory 
in  France  and  Mr  Kohl’s 
worsening  domestic  crisis,  a 
window  of  opportunity  has 
opened  for  Mr  Blair. 


A tactical  realignment  of 
the  triangle  may  also  suit  Mr 
Kohl,  who  foiled  to  return  the 
new  French  prime  minister’s 
first  telephone  calls  on 
Wednesday. 

Today’s  negotiations,  Mr 
Blair's  first  foreign  foray  for 
bilateral  talks,  come  two 
weeks  ahead  of  the  crucial 
European  Union  summit  in 
Amsterdam,  and  both  men 
will  be  eyeing  the  prospects 
for  stitching  up  a last-minute 
deal  on  a revised  EU  treaty. 

German  nerves  about  Lio- 
nel Jospin's  government  in 
Paris  and  its  impact  on  the 


single  currency  have  left 
Bonn  tight-lipped  on  the 
French  changes,  while  Mr 
Blair's  authority  has  raised 
hopes. 

"Britain  now  has  a govern- 
ment that  can  act,  that  is  in  a 
position  to  make  deals,"  said  a 
Bonn  official.  "That’s  the  cru- 
cial difference.  Towards  the 
mid.  Major’s  hands  wane  so 
tied  that  he  couldn’t  move.” 

Conservative  election  ads 
depicting  a puppet  Mr  Blair 
perched  on  ventriloquist  Mr 
Kohl’s  knee  will  seem  well 
wide  of  the  point  today.  While 
Mr  Blair  appears  dynamic. 


Mr  Kohl  has  just  endured  a 
humiliating  two  weeks  at 
home  and  squandered  much 
at  his  domestic  credit  in  a 
bruising  losing  battle  with 
fhn  Bundesbank. 

The  Franco-German  alli- 
ance remains  the  core  of  Mr 
Kohl’s  European  project.  It  is 
an  «»<«  which,  as  a rule, 
weathers  political  storms 
regardless  of  who  is  in  power 
on  either  side  of  the  Rhine. 

Nonetheless,  Bonn  is  wor- 
ried about  the  change  in  Paris 
because  the  timing  is  now  so 
tight  on  the  single  currency. 
The  appointment  of  Jean- 
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Befog  incredibly  lightweight  it  is  easier  to  lift, 
push,  and  to  puH  In  fact,  the  air-glide  system 
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Pierre  Chevenement  as  new 
French  Interior  minister,  de- 
scribed by  a Bom  official  as 
"the  classic  French  Euro- 
sceptic", has  the  Germans 
anxious,  although  they  are 
relieved  he  will  have  nothing 
to  do  with  foreign  policy. 

Home  affairs,  immigration, 
border  controls  and  asylum 
policies  — Mr  Chevgnement’s 
brief  — are,  however,  a key 
area  for  reform  In  Amster- 
dam and  also  a key  bone  of 
contention  between  Germany 
and  Britain. 

Bonn  is  more  sanguine  over 
Mr  Jospin's  choices  to  head 
foreign  and  European  policy- 
making.  and  pleased  with  the 
influence  that  Jacques  De- 
fers , the  former  European 
Commission  chief;  Is  expected 
to  exercise  in  Paris.  Mr  De- 
fers’ daughter,  Martine 
Aubry,  is  the  new  deputy 
prime  minister. 

But  economic  policy  and  its 
potential  to  wreck  the  euro 
have  Bonn  officials  worried. 


They  are  concerned  that  Mr 
Jospin  will  not  be  able  to  meet 
the  euro  terms  without  more 
austerity,  which  may  be  politi- 
cally impossible.  They  fear 
French  dwimnds  for  more  con- 
certed European  economic 
gnimriuvnpp  will  undermine 
the  independence  of  the  Euro- 
pean central  bank  and  cause 
more  rows  over  the  “stability 
pact"  that  Germany  insisted 
should  police 'the  single  cur- 
rency after  it  is 

The  divergent  Franco-Ger- 
man economic  positions  con- 
trast with  the  scope  for  rap- 
prochement between  Mr  Blair 
and  Mr  KohL  Despite  talk  of  a 
new  European  leftwing  ascen- 
dancy, Mr  Blair  and  his  Chan- 
cellor, Gordon  Brown,  may 
find  more  in  common  with 
Mr  Kohl’s  team  than  with  the 
French  and  German  left. 

Wolfgang  Schauble.  Mr 
Kohl’s  formidable  No  2,  and 
Edmund  Stolber,  the  prime 
ministar  of  Bavaria,  conven- 
tionally seen  as  rightwing  but  I 


vaguely  nan-ideological.  are 
identified  as  two  modernising 
managerial  types  with  whom 
Mr  Blair  could  do  business. 

"While  Blair  has  signed  up 
to  the  EU  social  chapter,  that 
does  not  mean  be  is  keen  on 
the  European  social  model 
supported  both  by  the  Euro- 
pean left  and  the  Christian 
Democrats,”  said  a British 
official, 

Mr  Kohl  has  set  himself 
against  a six-article  jobs  chap- 
ter going  into  the  Amsterdam 
treaty  and.  supported  by  the 
French  and  German  left  and 
the  European  Commission. 
Mr  Blair  shared  Bonn’s  reser- 
vations yesterday,  telling  a 
Swedish  newspaper  that  the 
jobs  chapter  could  do  more 
damage  than  good. 

‘The  Germans  say  they 
don’t  want  an  employment 
chapter,  but  if  there  is  one  it 
has  to  be  restrictive.  The  Brit- 
ish say  they  want  a jobs  chap- 
ter, but  that  It  should  be 
restrictive.  On  the  substance. 


Kohl  and  Blair  are  dose.1* 
said  a British  official  . . 

Mr  Brown’s  emphasis  on 
deregulation,  education,  hhd 
fine-tuning  of  the  European 
single  market  to  create  Jobs  hr 
an  EU  of  18  million  unem- 
ployed is  much  more  accept- 
able tO  Bonn  than  the  ldB8S 
being  framed  in  Brussels  and 
The  Hague.  ; ; 

The  German  government 
has  stated  three  “nos"  te  1 he 
jobs  chapter  no  new  spend- 
ing; no  new  powers  for  Brus- 
sels; and  no  impact  on  the. 
single  currency  preparations. 
Bonn  now  accepts  there  will 
be  a jobs  chapter  in  Amster- 
dam. The  fight  is  about  what 
it  wffl  say. 

“Anything  in  the  treaty 
construed  as  Keynesian  pro- 
grammes to  spend,  spur  de- 
mand and  create  jobs  is  no 
go,”  said  a German  official. 
By  contrast,  Mr  Brown’s  pro- 
posals, to  be  tabled  at  an  EU 
meeting  on  Monday,  sounded 
“reasonable”. 


French  voters  favour  renegotiating  monetary  union  conditions 


/^MAJORITY  of  voters  want 
/^France  to  renegotiate  con- 
ditions for  joining  the  single 
European  currency,  accord- 
ing tO  opinion  poll  ftruUng; 
released  yesterday,  the  first 
such  survey  since  Sunday’s 
leftwing  election  victory.  ' 
The  Ipsos  survey,  to  be  pub- 
lished in  the  weekly  Le  Point, 
said  62  per  cent  of  those 


polled  favoured  renegotiat- 
ing, while  36  per  rent  were 
against 

President  Jacques  Chirac 
held  his  first  meeting  yester- 
day with  the  cabinet  of  the 
new  Socialist  prime  minister, 
Lionel  Jospin. 

The  centre-right  president 
sat  with  a fixed  smile  when 
television  cameras  were 


briefly  allowed  in  to  film  the 
meeting. 

The  Jospin  cabinet  includes 
not  only  Communists  but  also 
the  leader  of  the  Green  party, 
Dominique  Voynet,  who  has 
been  given  the  environment 
portfolio. 

Ms  Voynet  immediately  an- 
nounced that  she  wanted  a 
controversial  RMne-Rhone 


canal  project  scrapped  and 
changes  to  the  route  of  a high 
speed  train  due  to  link  Paris 
and  Strasbourg  and  eventu- 
ally Munich  and  Vienna. 

• Henri  Emmanuelli,  an  MP 
and  former  leader  of  the 
Socialists,  was  given  an  18- 
month  suspended,  sentence 
yesterday  for  illicit  party  ftind- 
raising'activities. — Reuter. 


Swede  whets  appetites 
for  floating  opera  tour 


Jon  Henley  In  Helsinki 


SADDENED  by  the  pau- 
city of  Puccini  and.  the 
want  of  Wagner  out- 
side his  native  Stockholm, 
a music-loving  Swede  has 
floated  an  ambitious 
scheme  to  bring  opera  to 
the  uninitiated  — by  sea. 

Lars  af  Malmborg,  a for- 
mer general  manager  of  the 
Swedish  Royal  Opera,  plans 
to  tour  the  small  ports  of 
Sweden,  Finland  and  the 
Baltic  states  in  a £50  mil- 
lion seaborne  opera-house 
complete  with  fine  restau- 
rants, accommodation  for 
up  to  300  performers,  two 
stages  and  an  auditorium 
seating  1,200  people. 

“It’s  a simple  hut  bril- 
liant idea,”  he  said.  “Sail 
by  day,  perform  at  night, 
Imagine  the  Marriage  of 


Figaro  in  Umea  harbour,  or 
The  RtnginRanma.” 

Mr  Af  Malmborg  said 
that,  while  opera  was  en- 
joying something  of  a boom 
around  the  Baltic,  there 
were  no  theatres  big 
enough  to  stage  large 


‘Sail  by  day, 
perform  at  night 
Imagine  the 
Marriage  of  Figaro 
in  Umea  harbour1 


productions  outside  the 
region's  capitals. 

“In  Scandinavia.  80  per 
cent  of  the  population  live 
near  the  coast,”  he  said. 
“There  are  lots  of  very  fine 


This  is  a man  who  would 
never  wear  gardening 
gloves  to  mow  the 
lawn,  nor  take  a bath 
in  his  boxer  shorts. 

Bel  Littlejohn  on  Gordon  Brown 


theatres,  but  they’re  tiny, 
absolutely  unusable. 

“This  wonld  bring  a Mg, 
purpose-built,  state-of-the- 
art  opera  house  practically 
to  people’s  doorsteps.” 

The  proposed . vessel, 
code-named  the  Culture 
Bridge,  would  be  similar  In 
size  to  the  luxury  12-storey 
ferries  that  sail  daily  be- 
tween Helsinki  and  {Stock- 
holm, but  would  draw  only 
12  feet,  he  said. 

With  his  partner  Bengt 
Luudquiat,  of  the  marine 
engineering  company  Sea 
Technology,  Mr  Af  Malm- 
borg hopes  to  benefit  from 
a £100  million  fond  set 
aside  by  the  Swedish  gov- 
ernment for  pan-Baltic 
projects. 

“Leading  opera  compa- 
nies from  all  around  the 
Baltic  could  use  the  ship,”' 
he  said.  “This  would  be 
true  cultural  co-operation. 
It  could  also  be  used  for 
plays  and  exhibitions  when 
the  opera's  not  busy.” 

Initial  reaction  to  the 
plan  in  the  Swedish  capital 
had  been  sceptical,  he  said, 
but  It  had  won  enthusiastic 
backing  from  the : artistic 
director  of  the  Finnish 
National  Opera. 

“He  loves  it.  And  there 
are  signs  the  government 
will  come  round  — they’re 
always  saying  Mozart 
should  be  more  for  the 
susses.  A boat  is  plainly 
the  way  to  do  it.” 


Court  ruling 
finds  only 
one  happy 
medium 


Khts  Connolly  In  Vienna 


AFTER  a three-year  battl 
in  the  Austrian  courts,  a 
American  has  won  the  sol 
right  to  'contact*  a 30,000-yeai 
old  spirit.  • 

Judy  Knight  claims  to  haw 
dose  spiritual  ties  with  ttu 
Ramtha,  who  has  relay ei 
messages  to  her  since  1978 
But  in  September  1992,  sin 
claims,  her  psychic  cbanw> 
became  “disturbed”,  by  Ju 
dith  Raven  from  Berlin,  wia 
admits  she  started  contain) 
Ramtha  around  that 
The  supreme  court  awardee 
Ms  Knight  copyright  and  o or 
dered  Mb  Ravell  to  drop  bn 
claim  to  be  in  contact  witl 
Ramtha.  She  ha*»  hpid  severs 
seminars  and  festivals  in  Sals 
burg  at  which  she  has  passec 
on  the  spirit’s  messages. 

Ramtha,  said  to  be  ttu 
leader  of  the  sunken  cantineR 

of  Atlantis,  is'  much  sough 
after  In  esoteric  circles  iz 

Ixured  ’her  copyri^^th* 
US  in  the  late  1970s  aftd 
claiming  that  he  told  her  tbal 
she  was  file  only  medium  wifli 
right  of  access  to  him. 

The  court  told  Ms  Ravel 
that  her  psychic  interruption 
had  left  Ms  Knight  “hanging 
in  spiritual  limbo”.  ***  or 
dered  her  to  pay  £500  dam 
ages.  Ms  Knight’s  lawyers  art 
looking  for  thousands  more. 
Ramtha  was  unavailable  fix 
comment. 
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CIA  double  agent 
jailed  for  23  years 


IW weary  of  bloodshed! 
turned  out  yesterday  to  vote 
In  their  flist  parliamentary 
election  in  more . than  five 
years  of  violence.  . 

Many  said  they  were  seek- 
ing peace  through  the  ballot 
box.  Even  as  they  voted,  an 
Islam-oriented  party  contest- 
ing the  poll  said  a bomb  had 
seriously  wounded  two  elec- 
tion observers  in  a car  near 
Djelfa,  in  central  Algiers. 

In  the  capital,  where  bombs 
this  week  ripped  through 
buses  and  a busy 'market,  Ah- 
med Yanaguen,  aged  58,  was 
the  first  to  vote  at  El-Warda 
school  In  Telemly  district  He 
said;  "I  voted  for  peace  for  me 
and  my  children." 

The  poll  Is  the  first  sines 
January  1992,  when  the  army- 
backed  authorities  cancelled 
elections  that  the  radical  Is- 
lamic Salvation  Front  was 
poised  to  win.  Fighting  broke 
out  soon  after  and  has  since 
claimed  about  60,000  lives. 

In  the  -fundamentalist 
strongholds  of  Bab  EL-Oued 
and  the  Casbah  in  the  capital, 
eyewitnesses  said  polling 
stations  were  practically 
empty  early  in  the  day. 

Voters  were  casting  ballots 
to  elect  a 380-member 
national  assembly  (lower 
house)  from  more  than-  7,000 
candidates  standing  for  39  po- 
litical parties. — Reuter. 


A CIA  agent,  Harold  Nicholson,  was  jailed  for  23  years  and 
seven  months  yesterday  after  he  admitted  selling  national 
security  secrets  to  Rnsgin  for  two  and  a ^ifyeais.  He  is  the 
highest-ranking  CIA  officer  to  be  convicted  of  spying. 

He  told  the  court  he  deeply  regretted  his  actions,  and  added: 
”1  wont  ask  for  forgiveness  of  my  colleagues  countrymen, 
for  I know  they  can’t  give  it" 

He  said  he  had  sold  secrets  so  that  he  could  use  the  money  to 
comoaasate  histhrpi*  children  acerbic  rnHrriflgf>flaj]|Rd.- 

Prosecutors  struck  a deal  with  Nicholson  for  a reduced 
sentence  if  he  admitted  guilt  Nicholson  was  arrested  at  an 
airport  in  November  on  the  way  to  a meeting  with  Russian 
agents  in  Switzerland. — Agencies.  Virginia. 


Pentagon  hopeful  defended 


THE  United  States  defence  secretary,  William  Cohen,  yesterday 
tried  to  end  the  long  and  bruising  controversy  over  sea  in  the  US 
military  by  saying  he  wisbed  to  retain  a confessed  adulterer  as 
the  leading  candidate  to  succeed  General  John  Shalikasfavlli  as 
chairman  of  the  joint  chiefe  of  staff  at  the  Pentagon. 

“It  Is  time  to  draw  a line,”  Mr  Cohen  said,  complaining  of  a 
“frenzy"  of  sex-related  scandals  which  have  rocked  the  us  mili- 
tary in  recent  years.  “We  need  to  come  back  to  a rule  of  reason 
instead  of  a rule  of  thumb.” 

The  vicechairman  of  the  joint  cblefo.  Air  Force  General  Joseph 
Ralston,  aged  53,  admitted  to  Mr  Cohen  that  13  years  aga  while 
estranged  from  his  wife,  he  had  an  affeir  with  a woman  CIA 
office.  He  later  divorced  his  wife.  She  said  yesterday  that  she 

knew  “of  nobody  more  qualified”  to  take  over  the  top  job  in  the  US 
military.  —Martin  Walker,  Washington. 


Biker  blast  kills  bystander 


AHUGE  explosion  tore  through  the  Norwegian  headquarters  of 
theBandidos  motorcycle  gang  late  on  Wednesday  night,  k£Qing  a 
woman  driving  past  who  police  said  had  no  apparent  connection 
to  the  Nordic  biker  war.  Three  other  people.  Including  the 
woman's  husband,  were  wounded. 

The  cause  of  the  explosion,  in  the  town  ofDramnsen.  18  miles 

soufotfOalo,  was  Tint  ImmpritwtelyltTirwgn,  taitniithnrittegtefireri 

it  was  foe  latest  outbreak  in  the  three-year  feud  between  the 
Bandldos  and  Hell's  Angels  in  Snanrianavln- 
At  least  three  men.  wearing  only  underwear,  were  seen  fleeing 
from  foebuilding.  “It  isa  miracle  they  survived.”  Drammen’s 
acting  police  chief;  John  Leland.  said. 

Ten  otberpeople  have  died  in  the  bikerfbud  and  more  than  60 
have  been  wounded.  —AP,  Oslo. 


Algerian  women  brave  the  risk  of  attacks  by  Islamfo  insurgent  yesterday  to  vote  at  Staoueli,  east  of  Algiers,  in  the  first  parliamentary  election  since  1992  Kor63l1  bOcftS  6X01181106  fjflQ 


General  claims  exile  deal  with  Pol  Pot 


Mctmlas  Cunmfing-Bnice 
in  Bangkok 


A SENIOR  Cambodian 
general  has  niatmed 
to  be  close  to  a deal 
with  Pol  Pot  which 
would  end  more  than  20  years 
of  Khmer  Rouge  terror. 

General  Nhek  Bunchhay, 
the  army  deputy  chief  of  staff; 
said  that  Pol  Pot  and  two  of 
his  closest  associates  — foe 
former  deffenfcfe  minister,  Sbn 
Sen,  and  "butcher"  Ta  Mok, 
one  of  his  most  notorious 
commanders  — would  go  into 
exile  in  exchange  for  Immu- 
nity from  prosecution  for  foe 


1975-79  reign  of  terror  in 
which  2 miman  or  more  Cam- 
bodians died. 

His  claim,  outlined  to  the 
English-language  Cambodia 
Daily  in  Phnom  Penh,  ap- 
pears to  be  pushing  the  coon- 
fry’s  two  primp  . ministers 
closer  to  open  conflict. 

Gen  Bonchbay  is  the , 
senior  military  adviser  to  foe 
royalist  first  prime  minister. 
Prince  Norodom  Ranariddh, 
but  the  prince  ha*  denied  any 
knowledge  of  the  dfealp  whidi ' 
would  be  certain  to  dir  bitter 
controversy  in  Cambodia  and. 
abroad. 

ft  is  said  to  allow  another 
senior  figure  In  the  Khmer 


! Rouge  hierarchy,  Khieu  Sam- 
phan  to  return  to  Phnom 
Penh  and  form  a party  to  re- 
enter Cambodian  politics; 

■ Gen  Bunchhay  has  played  a 
key  role  in  th8  rantarha  with 
Khmnr  Range  commanders 
which  have  led  over  foe  past 
year  to  wholesale  defections 
from  Pol  Pof  8 guerrilla  army 
and  ftp  erosion  of  its  ahfiHy 
to  sustain  a serious  military 
threat 

. After  . 18  years  of  insur- 
gency,- poi  -Pot’s-  fences,  are 
thought  to- have  dwindled  to 
several  hundred  guerrillas 
who  control  one  main  base  in 
northern  Cambodia  and’  a 
number  of  Isolated  enclaves 


on  the  border  with  Thailand. 

But  senior  military  and 
government  officials  deny 
Gen  Bunchhay’s  diatm,  and  ft 
has  been  ftenniTnrgri  by  the 
second  joint  prime  minister. 
Hun  Sen. 

"No  one  can  talk  with 
them,”  Hun  Sen  bellowed  as 
he  left  a mid-week  cabinet 
meeting.  “The  Khmer  Rouge 
are  outlaws,  let  them  live  in 

the  jangle”  •• 

If  Khieu  Sampban  did 
return -to  Phnom  Penh  ‘*toe 
crowd  wifi  - chase  him  and 
hack  him",  he  added,  recall- 
ing Khien  Sam  phan’s  last 
visit  to  Phnom  Penh,  for  nego- 
tiations in  1991,  when  a mob 


attacked  and  beat  him  and 
government  forces  intervened 
to  stop  him  being  lynched. 

"If  he  rames  this  time ...  he 
will  be  for  it" 

Hnn  Sen’s  Cambodian 
People’s  Party  (CPP)  and  foe 
rciyalist  Fnncinpec  party  lead- 
ers have  engaged  in  a fierce 
competition  for  the  support  of 
Khmer  Rouge  de&ctors  be- 
fore the  elections,  which  are 
- due  next  year. 

:t  In  a broadcast  by  foe  clan- 
idestine-  Khmer  Rouge  radio 
last  month,  Khieu  Samphan 
said  he  would  support  an  alli- 
ance of  parties  formed  by 
Prince  Ranariddh  to  fight 
Hun  Sen’s  party . 


But  foe  prospect  of  elec- 
tions seams  to  be  increasingly 
threatened  by  foe  growing 
hostility  between  the  two 
prime  ministers  and  their  fol- 
lowers. The  discovery  last 
month  of  weapons  imported 
by  Funcinpec  has  raised  foe 
fear  that  both  sides  are  equip- 
ping themselves  for  an  aimed 
confrontation. 

The  CPP  “should  not  push 
me  hack  against  foe  wall”. 
Prince  Ranariddh  warned 
earlier  this  week,  complain- 
ing that  Hun  Sen’s  party  was 
breaking  foe  law,  and  adding: 
"ft  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  use 
force  to  protect  the  law.  we 
have  to  do  it" 


ANORTH  Korean  patrolboat  escorting  a fishingfleet  crossed  the 
border  yesterday  and  exchanged  fire with  a South  Korean  gun- 
boat foe  South  Korean  defence  ministry  said.  It  said  the  North 
Korean  ship  fired  three  rounds  from  a naval  gun  at  the  high-speed 
southern  gunboat,  which  responded  with  two  shots  of  its  own. 

The  shots  were  fhed  behind  each  ship's  stem  and  were  charac- 
terised as  warning  shots,  the  ministry  said. 

The  intrusion,  at  the  nautical  border  near  Yonpyong  Island, 
about  90  miles  west  of  Seoul,  appeared  to  be  unintentional,  foe 
ministry  said.  But  it  added  that  it  was  investigating. 

Mean  while,  foe  second  son  of  President  Kim  Young-sam  of 
South  Korea  was  indicted  on  tax  evasion  and  bribery  charges, 
state  prosecutors  said.  They  alleged  Kim  Hyun-cbul  received 
£4J>  bifoon  from  businessmen,  nearly  half  cf  which  was  a bribe  in 
exchange  for  favours.  —Agencies.  Seoul 


Singer’s  body  found  in  river 


’1‘MKhndy  nf fop  folk  Kmgpr.TrfTRimlrliiy  haw  hupn  fnimri  floating 

in  foe  Mississippi  river,  near  where  he  had  been  seen  going  for  a 
swim  last  week.  Police  said  a passenger  on  a river  boat  spotted  the 
body  floating  near  Memphis’s  famous  Beale  Street  on  Wednesday 
night  The  body  had  a pierced  navel,  like  Buckley’s,  and  was  in 
the  dothes  Buckley  was  described  as  wearing  when  he  disap- 
peared, police  said. — AP.  Memphis. 
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Unique  wrap  around  design 
pnnrides  40X  more  protection 
than  other  sunglasses.  ; 


Wear  done,  with  contacts 
or  over  regular  glasses. 


Virtually  unbreakable 
lenses  ore  hard  coated 
to  resist  scratching. 


Give  your  crmiww,  -- 
100%  protection  from  harmful  UV  rays 
with  Solar  Shield  Wraparounds. 


Wb  all  know  that  we  must  protect  our  skin  if  we  spend  Ids 
of  time  in  tbe  sun.  Yet  apart  from  die  use  of  conventional 
sunglasses  which  offer  only  limited  protection,  we  tend  to  leave 
our  eyes  and  their  sensitive  tissue  relatively  unprotected. 
SolarShidds  with  foeir  wraparound  design  are  one  of  the 
fastest  growing  styles  around  and  offer  maximum  UV  and 
glare  protection  • 40%  more  than  conventional  sunglasses. 
Dark  grey,  with  optical  audity  lenses, 
SokuShields  are  scratch  ana  impact  resistant, 
making  them  ideal  for  sport  as  well  os 
sunbathing.  With  the  polarised  option 
featured  above,  glare  from 
reflective  surfaces  such  as  snow  or 
water  is  eliminated.  Designed  to 
fit  all  sizes,  you  can  even  wear 
these  over  your  ordinary 
glasses  saving  you  £££'s  on 
prescription  sunglasses. 


SolarShields  are  laboratory  tested  to  exceed  USA,  NASI  and 
PDA  standards,  making  them  the  Nol  best  selling  protective 
sunglasses.  Recommended  by  leading  ophthalmologists 
worldwide.  No  wonder  sales  now  exceed  30  million  pairs. 


JOOST  Mock  UVA/UVF 
Fits  over  prescription  gfe 
Impact  resistant 
New  wrap  nx/nd  desf&i 
Polarised  option 
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Order  anytime  by  telephone 
01274  691155  or  by 
completing  the  coupon  below.  , 
SobrShield  Wraparounds 
comes  with  a 30  Day  Money 
Bad  Guarantee  of  Satisfaction. 


01274  6911 


Complete  and  post  today  to:  Prospect  Mail  Order,  Crown  Point  Mills,  Wyke,  Bradford  BD12  9QD, 


UP  TO  £20 


Buy  more  than  one  pair  for  yourself  or 
perhaps  for  a frieod  and  you  am 

SAVE  UP  TO  £20 


| SEE  ORDER  FORM  FOR  DETAILS  | 
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Al«x  Duval  Smith 
In  Washington 


Children  of  men 
and  women  who 
served  in  the  Gulf 
war  are  no  more 
likely  to  be  bom 
with  defects  than  those  in  the 
population  at  large,  according 
to  the  biggest  study  of  the 
Questtondone  so  Jar  — an  offi- 
cial survey  whose  findings 
could  have  a far-reaching  im- 
pact on  United  States  policy 
towards  its  veterans. 

But  critics  say  there  are  sig- 
nificant holes  in  the  survey, 
published  yesterday  in  the 
New  England  Journal  of 
Medicine,  which  looked  at 
75.000  babies  of  US  military 
personnel,  half  of  whom  were 
bom  to  Gulf  war  veterans. 

It  found  that  the  rate  of  ob- 
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Confederation  Bridge  across  Northumberland  Strait,  the  first  fixed  link  between  Canada’s  Prince  Edward  Island  and  New  Brunswick,  opened  on  May  31  photograph;  Andrew  vaucmam 


Link  with  mainland  disturbs  <Aiiens  helped 
peaceful  rhythm  of  island  usmiiitary’ 


The  strait  talk  on  Prince  Edward  Island  is  of  convenience  mixed 
with  fears  for  the  future,  writes  Anthony  DePalma  in  Borden 


ALONG  with  lobster 
landings  and  potato 
pesticides,  the  talk 
on  Prince  Edward 
Island.  Canada’s  smallest 
province,  has  revolved 
around  two  marvels  of 
local  life  — “the  island 
way”  and  3.5  million  tons 
of  concrete  and  steel  that 
some  call  “that  thing”. 

It  is  the  new  £460  million 
Confederation  Bridge.  I 
which  gives  Prince  Edward 

Inland  its  first  fixed  link 
with  the  mainland  of  Can- 
ada. “The  island  way”  Is  a 
bit  more  difficult  to  define. 
Islanders  will  tell  yon  it 
has  to  do  with  strength  i 
drawn  from  isolation,  and 
the  rhythms  of  a small 
place  surrounded  by  unpre- 
dictable waters. 

For  80  years,  it  was  the 
old  Marine  Atlantic  Ferry 
service  that  ruled  the 
schedules  of  everyone  who 
lived  or  visited  here.  The 
ferry  made  its  last  ran  as 
the  first  cars  crossed  over 
the  bridge  on  May  31. 

By  all  accounts  the  bridge 
is  an  engineering  wonder, 
built  of  superhard  concrete 

developed  to  withstand  100 
years  of  pulverising  ice 
floes  and  some  of  the 
roughest  seas  in  the  world. 
From  a distance,  its  slender 
arches  seem  to  imitate  a 
stone  skipping  across  the 
nine  miles  of  Northumber- 
land Strait  from  Cape  Tor- 
men  tine,  New  Brunswick, 
to  Borden.  Prince  Edward 
Island,  which  everyone 
here  calls  PEL 
The  province’s  new 
licence  plates  will  feature 
the  bridge  in  place  of  the 
pjgtalled  Anne  of  Green 
Gables,  an  earlier  symbol 
of  the  Island  taken  from 


Lucy  Maud  Montgomery’s 
1908  noveL 

On  the  last  day  the  ferry 
ran,  Layton  Shaw,  aged  51, 
and  Roger  Docherty,  aged 
46,  worked  side  by  side  at 
the  ferry  terminal  doing  ba- 
sically what  they  have  done 
for  the  past  20  years.  Well, 
for  Mr  Shaw  it  has  been  19 
years  and  eight  months, 
and  it  Is  that,  perhaps,  that 
makes  all  the  difference  in 
how  they  view  the  bridge. 

“I  don’t  know  what  I'll  be 
doing  after  this  but  1 do 


“After  this  ends  I go 
home  and  won’t  have  to 
answer  to  anyone  else’s 
clock  again,”  Mr  Docherty 
said,  adding  he  was  Looking 
forward  to  running  his  140- 
head  cattle  ranch. 

“Nobody  really  knows 
bow  the  bridge  is  going  to 
change  the  island  way.  It’s 
certainly  going  to  be  more 
convenient.  Whether  we 
want  to  be  living  a life  of 
convenience  is  up  to  the 
individuaL” 

For  many  of  the  750.000 
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- St  John 


know  the  welfare  office  bet- 
ter be  open  Monday  morn- 
ing,” said  Mr  Shaw,  who 
was  just  four  months  shy  of 
receiving  a full  severance 
from  the  ferry  company. 
Reluctantly,  he  has  taken  a 
part-time  job  collecting 
tolls  on  the  bridge.  “It’s  go- 
ing to  make  everything  into 
a rat  race  here  and  PEI  fa 
going  to  lose.  The  island 
way  will  be  gone  once  that 
thing  opens.” 

Mr  Docherty,  who  has 
given  24  years  of  service, 
will  receive  a full  sever- 
ance. For  some  of  the  600 
ferry  workers  the  sever- 
ance exceeds  3100,000 
<£61,000). 


tourists  who  visited  PEI. 
last  year,  riding  the  ferry 
was  part  of  the  charm  of 
visiting  the  province.  For 
Kevin  Gallant  of  Rnstlco, 
one  of  the  island’s  135,000 
permanent  residents,  the 
charm  wore  off  long  ago. 
“The  only  ones  that  didn’t 
want  [the  bridge]  were 
those  that  don’t  travel  very 
often.”  he  said. 

He  drives  a lorry  for  De 
Blois  Foods  and  has  to 
cross  the  strait  every  day. 
“If  things  got  really  backed 
up  in  summer,  the  queue 
could  be  six  miles  long.  If 
there’s  bad  Ice,  you  could 
spend  the  whole  day.” 

Crossing  the  bridge  takes 


about  12  minutes  and  costs 
about  325  a car,  which  is 
quicker  and  less  expensive 
than  the  ferry.  Tourism 
officials  expect  an  addi- 
tional 250,000  visitors  a 
year  by  2000. 

Islanders  never  clam- 
oured .for  a bridge.  Plans 
have  come  and  gone  almost 
since  the  founders  of  mod- 
ern Canada,  meeting  in 
Charlottetown  in  1864,  in- 
vited PEI  to  join  the  new 
Canadian  confederation, 
and  promised  to  link  the 
Island  to  the  mainland. 
Nothing  much  happened 
until  the  federal  govern- 
ment accepted  a private 
consortium’s  offer  to  build 
and  run  a bridge  with  its 
own  money  and-  about 
330  million  a year  In  subsi- 
dies that  used  to  go  to  the 
ferries. 

A small  gronp.  called 
Friends  of  the  Island,  chal- 
lenged the  government’s 
decision  in  court  and  lost 
Those  people  are  still  wor- 
ried. “We're  going  to  be  get- 
ting the  Disneyland  type  of 
tourist,”  said  Donald  Dea- 
con, “instead  of  the  kind 
who  used  to  come  here  be- 
cause they  appreciate  the 
beauty  and  tranquility  of 
the  island.” 

Hie  consortium  that  built 
the  bridge  gave  a big  party 
when  it  was  opened.  Every- 
one came,  even  opponents. 
There  were  speeches  abont 
Canadian  unity  and  build- 
ing bridges  in  a country  in 
danger  of  being  torn  apart 
But  most  islanders  were 
more  Interested  in  having  a 
good  time. 

As  the  night  wore  on,  the 
people  picked  up  on  a song 
which  seemed  so  apt  of 
their  uncertainty  about 
what  was  going  to  happen 
to  their  Island.  “It’s  the  end 
of  the  world  as  we  know  it,” 
the  band  sang.  “And  1 feel 
fine.”  — - Woo  York  Times. 


Martin  Walker 
In  Washington 


THE  cold  war  and  Gulf 
war  were  won  through 
US  military  research 
using  alien  science  from  a 
UFO  which  crashed  in  1947. 
So  alleges  a new  book  with  a 
foreword  by  the  chairman  of 
the  US  Senate  armed  services 
committee. 

The  author,  Philip  Corso,  a 
retired  US  army  officer  and 
Senate  political  aide,  Hahns 
to  have  been  part  of  the  secret 
Pentagon  project  which  devel- 
oped computer  chips,  lasers 
and  fibre  optics  from  technol- 
ogy found  aboard  a crashed 
alien  spaceship  recovered  at 
Roswell,  New  Mexico,  in  1947. 

Mr  Corso  explains  how  his 
Pentagon  team  seeded  unwit- 
ting universities,  research 
laboratories  and  defence  in- 
dustry research  centres  with 
their  findings,  “to  build  up 
American  strength  to  fight 
the  inevitable  war  against 
align  invaders”. 

But  staff  of  Senator  Strom 
Thurmond,  aged  94.  who 
wrote  the  book’s  foreword, 
have  been  trying  to  dissociate 
him  from  toe  claims.  “The 


senator  was  under  the  Im- 
pression that  Corso  was  writ- 
ing a memoir,  so  he  penned  a 
forward  about  Corso's  Tull 
and  adventurous  life',”  said 
his  press  secretary. 

Pocket  Books,  which  pub- 
lished The  Day  After  Roswell, 
said  yesterday:  “We  abso- 
lutely stand  by  the  book.”  But 
UFO  experts  on  the  Internet 
mocked  toe  book's  claims  as 
“off  the  wall". 

This  year’s  50th  anniver- 
sary of  toe  crash  of  what  toe 
Pentagon  insists  was  Its  own 
radiation-detecting  research 
balloon  has  provoked  a wave 
of  UFO-related  publicity.  A 
Newsweek  poll  last  year 
found  that  49  per  cent  of 
Americans  believed  that  toe 
government  was  “mounting  a 
caver-up  of  UFOs  and  alien 
landings”. 

“I  know  of  no  such  cover- 
up.  and  I do  not  believe  one 
existed,”  Mr  Thurmond  em- 
phasised in  a statement-  But 
shops  were  flooded  with 
orders  for  toe  book,  whose 
foreword  says  Mr  Carso  “has 
many  interesting  stories  to. 
share  with  individuals  inter-' 
ested  in  military  history,  es- 
pionage and  the  workings  of 

our  government”. 


Christopher  Reeve  cash  plea 


THE  star  of  the  Superman 
Sms,  Christopher  Reeve, 
paralysed  after  a riding  acci- 
dent has  asked  United  States 
senators  to  increase  govern- 
ment funding  for  medical 
research  which,  he  said,  was 
close  to  discovering  how  to 
enable  nerve  cells  in  the 
spinal  cord  to  regenerate. 

Reeve,  who  has  regained 
sensation  down  the  length  of 
his  spine,  told  the  subcommit- 
tee on  Wednesday  that  medi- 
cal advances  could  put  him  on 
his  feet  within  five  years. 


“Nearly  a quarter-million 
Americans  live  with  varying 
degrees  of  incapacity  due  to 
spinal  cord  injuries,"  he  said. 
“How  do  we  stop  the  eco- 
nomic and  human  cost  of 
these  diseases?  The  answer  is 
research.” 

He  asked  toe  panel  to  sup- 
port legislation  that  would 
require  insurance  companies 
to  send  1 per  cent  of  premium 
payments  into  a fond  man- 
aged by  toe  National  Insti- 
tutes of  Health  to  finance 
medical  research. — AP- 
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Nazi  remnant 
tests  Namibia 
hate  laws 


Ruaridh  Nicoll  reports  from 
Swakopmund  on  expatriates  to 
whom  the  late  Rudolf  Hess  is 
Germany’s  unrecognised  savior 


JL  MBASSADORS  often 

g\  arrive  in  their 
countries’  former 
m mcolonies  to  find  a 
conservative  expatriate 
community  lying  in  wait 
for  them.  But  for  Hans 
Schumacher.  Germany’s 
man  in  Namibia,  the  prob- 
lem is  extreme. 

Among  those  claiming  a 
German  heritage  in  what 
was  once  German  South- 
West  Africa  are  some  who 
still  hold  Adolf  Hitler’s  val- 
ues close  to  their  hearts. 

For  the  past  few  years  Dr 
Schumacher  has  done  quiet 
battle  with  the  old  Nads  of 
Namibia.  Now  the  Issue  toK 
come  to  a head  in  a row 
over  whether  a newspaper 
advertisement  commemo- 
rating the  death  of  Rudolph 
Hess  contravened  the  coun- 
try’s -laws  against  Inciting 
hatred.  A supreme  court 

rilling  k liwiwfawit- 

The  prime  minister,  Hage 
Geingob,  laughs  off  the 
Nazis:  “They’re  old  and 
soon  they  will  die.” 

But  Dr  Schumacher,  who 
declined  to  be  interviewed, 
for  this  article,  has  brought 
a different  perspective  to 
bear.  His  battle  with  a 
small  group  of  extremists 
began  In  1994  when  the  em- 
bassy offered  a free  screen- 
ing of  the  Oscar-winning 
film  Schindler’s  List  to  chil- 
dren at  Namibia’s  German 
schools. 

The  country’s  news- 
papers published  about  250 
letters,  more  than  half  of 
them  expressing  disgust 
with  Dr  Schumacher.  “He 
is  poisoning  the  souls  of 
children.”  one  said. 

His  critics  then  published 
a ftill-page  advertisement 
in  the  Windhoek  news- 
paper Observer,,  calling ; 
Hess  a “martyr  for  peace” 
and  “the  last  representa- 
tive of  a better  Germany, 
the  deputy  of  the  Ffttxrer, 
who  died  in  unclarified  cir- 
cumstances”, and  adding: 
“It  was  Jesus  of  Nazareth 


who  died  -for  Christianity 
and  it  was  Rudolf  Hess  who 
died  for  Germany.” 

The  government  took  the 
advertiser  and  the  Observ- 
er’s editor.  Hannes  Smith, 
to  court  for  contravening 
the  racdal  discrimination 
laws.  A group  of  more  than 
30  German  Namibians  pub- 
lished an  advertisement  de- 
ploring the  advertiser’s 
views. 

The  Jewish  community, 
supported  by  the  Dutch  and 
German  embassies,  entered 
the  fray  by  Importing  an 
exhibition  dedicated  to 

Anne  Frank. 

The  posters  for  the  show 
were  immediately  defaced 
and  a group  of  revisionists 
turned  up  at  a public  forum 
and  began  denying  the 
Holocaust. 

Windhoek  may  have  its 
extremists  but  the  core  of 
the  for  right  is  to  be  found 
elsewhere.  Swakopmund  is 
a strange  place  to  maintain 
a last  outpost  of  rightwing 
extremism.  Lying  between 
the  rolling  dunes  of  the  Na- 
mib  desert  and  the  grey 
South  Atlantic,  it  sits  under 
a perpetual  mist. 

Not  for  from  Kaiser  Wil- 
helm Street  and  just  a block 
away  from  Bismarck  Street 
is  Peter  Haller’s  antiques 
shop. 

Until  a few  years  ago  he 
sold  Nazi  memorabilia 
from  his  shop  windows. 
Now  the  memorabilia  have 
disappeared,  but  the  Impe- 
rial German  war  flag,  a 
symbol  of  the  German  neo- 
Nazi  movement,  remains 
on  the  premises. 

“I  have  never  spoken  to 
the  ambassador,  and  so  I 
only  know  what  people  tell 
me,”  Mr  Haller  said.  “And 
they  tell  me  he  has-  come^in 
and  told  the  German'  com- 
munity what  to  believe; 
what  their  attitude  in  life 
should  be,  and  how  to  be- 
have. People  resent  being 
told  what  to  do  by  a 
youngster.” 
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Corruption 
claims  shake 
Brazil’s  faith 
in  Lula’s  party 


Candace  Piette 
Fn  S&o  Paulo 


A women  touches  the  image  of  the  Virgin  of  Guadalupe,  left  in  a dried  pool  of  water 
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Mexican  Virgin  ‘makes  divine  appearance’  in  metro  puddle 


■JVERY  hour,  about  2,000 
Cpeople.  pay  their  respects 
to  a dried^up  puddle  in  a Mex- 
ico City  underground  station, 
in  which  they  believe  the  Vir- 
gin of  Guadalupe  has  mani- 
fested herself 

The  "Subway  Virgin"  ap- 
pears in  a stain,  about  10 


inches  long,  left  on  Sunday 
after  the  water  evaporated. 

“I  believe,  yes,  that  it  is  a 
miraculous  appearance  of  the 
Virgin  of  Guadalupe,"  said 
Amanda  Soliz,a  supermarket 
worker  who  had  joined  the 
queue  of  thousands  waiting  to 
leave  floral  and  monetary  of- 


ferings and  to  light  candles 
near  the  stain  they  say  bears 
a-  resemblance  to  Mexico's 
dark-skinned  manifestation 
of  the  Virgin  Mary. 

The  Mexican  archbishop’s 
office  doubted  yesterday  that 
the  image  was  a true  miracle, 
saying  it  felled  to  rank  with 


the  divine  appearances  in 
Guadalupe  in  1531,  Lourdes  in 
1854,  and  Fatima  in  1917. 

"There  are  no  theological 
elements  that  lead  us, to  con- 
sider this  a divine  presence 
through  these  lines  that  have 
formed  due  to  a water  leak,” 
it  said. — Reuter. 


RAZIL'S  leftwing  Work- 
ers’ Party-  and  its  for- 
mer presidential  candi- 
date, Luiz  Inacio  Lula  da 
Silva,  have  become  ensnared 
in  a corruption  scandal  the 
first  time  it  has  faced  serious 
allegations  of  dishonesty. 

One  of  the  most  successful 
leftwing  parties  in  Latin 
America,  the  party  became 
the  hope  of  the  left  worldwide 
in  Brazil's  presidential  elec- 
tion three  years  ago. 

Hie  scandal  broke  after  the 
Jornal  da  Tarde  newspaper 
published  an  interview  with  a 
Workers’  Party  (PT)  activist, 
Paulo  de  Tarso  Venceslau, 
until  1994  the  secretary  of  fi- 
nances in  a Sao  Paulo  state 
municipality  controlled  by 
thePT. 

He  accuses  party  leaders  of 
employing  a company,  CPEM. 
to  doctor  the  books  so  that  the 
municipality  received  a big- 
ger share  or  central  govern- 
ment funding.  He  says  CPEM 
was  given  the  work  on  the 
recommendation  of  Roberto 
Teixeira,  a friend  and  bene- 
factor of  Mr  Da  Silva,  the 
party  president.  Mr  Da  Silva 
has  been  living  in  a bouse 
owned  by  Mr  Teixeira  for  the 
past  eight  years. 

Mr  Venceslau,  aged  52,  says 
that  Mr  Teixeira,  who  was 
tortured  and  imprisoned  by 
the  military  dictatorship  in 
the  early  1970s  for  his  partici- 
pation in  the  kidnapping  of  a 
United  States  ambassador, 
used  his  friendship  with  Mr 
Da  Silva  to  put  pressure  on 
other  PT  municipalities  to 
nse  CPEM’s  services. 

The  income  generated,  Mr 
Venceslau  says,  helped  fond 
the  PT’s  1994  presidential 
election  campaign,  and  went 
in  particular  towards  the  cost 
of  the  "caravans”  — Mr  Da 
Silva's  campaign  tour. 

Mr  Venceslau  says  he  wrote 


News  in  brief 


to  the  party’s  directorate  at  the 
time  revealing  the  Irregular- 
ities, but  received  no  response. 

The  scandal  has  damaged 
the  party,  according  to  opin- 
ion polls  commissioned  by 
newspapers  in  Sao  Paulo,  the 
PT’s  heartland.  They  show  a 
sharp  drop  in  public  confi- 
dence in  the  party  and  in  Mr 
Da  Silva  — one  of  the  few  pol- 
iticians seen  as  a realistic 
contender  to  run  against  the 
current  president,  Fernando 
Henrique  Cardoso,  in  next 
year's  election. 

Like  Lecb  Walesa  in 
Poland,  Mr  Da  Silva,  or  Lula 
as  be  is  affectionately  known, 
gained  the  respect  of  trade 
unions  and  leftwing  intellec- 
tuals the  world  over.  A sheet- 
metal  worker,  he  led  numer- 
ous strikes  against  the 
military  regime  in  the  1970s 
and  1980s,  and  helped  found 
the  PT  and  the  Trades  Union 
Congress. 

“The  party  already  has  seri- 
ous internal  problems,  includ- 
ing factional  disputes,  and  a 
lack  of  ideas  to  compete  with 
President  Cardoso’s  Social 
Democrat  government,”  says 
one  Brasilia-based  political 
scientist,  Walder  de  Goes. 

Like  most  analysts,  Mr  De 
Goes  believes  the  scandal  has 
not  eliminated  Mr  Da  Silva 
from  the  political  scene,  only 
weakened  him. 

However,  many  analysts  be- 
lieve that  in  the  long  term  the 
consequences  for  the  party 
may  be  serious. 

“The  scandal  shows  that  the 
Workers'  Party  has  joined  the 
club  of  illegal  campaigning 
practices,”  says  David 
Fleischer,  a political  scientist 
at  the  University  of  Brasilia. 
“It  also  shows  the  Brazilian 
system  of  financing  party  elec- 
tions is  badly  out  of  control.” 

Mr  Da  Silva  has  left  his  post 
as  the  honorary  president  of 
the  Workers*  Party,  which 
has  appointed  an  internal 
commission  to  investigate  the 
allegations. 


Rebels  defiant 

Coup  leaders  in  Sierra  Leone, 
defying  international  pres- 
sure. told  Nigerian  negotia- 
tors yesterday  they  would  not 
restore  the  ousted  civilian 
president,  Ahmad  Tejan  Kab- 
bah, to  power. — Reuter. 

China’s  man 

Career  diplomat  Ma  Yuzhen 
has  been  appointed  to  head 


the  Chinese  foreign  minis- 
try's Hong  Kong  office  after 
China  takes  control  of  the  ter- 
ritory on  July  1. —Reuter. 

Boost  to  sperm 

Chinese  scientists  have  for- 
mulated a new  thawing  and 
culture  solution  to  give  vig- 
our to  panda  sperm  used  to 
artificially  inseminate  fe- 
males of  the  species,  the- 
Chlna  Daily  said.  — Reuter. 
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Once  again  Viglen  is  quick  off  the  mark  by  Introducing  the  Genie  2,  a brand  new 
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Labour’s  green  shoots 

John  Prescott  has  a credible,  inexpensive  policy 


JOHN  PRESCOTT'S  speech  on  World 
Environment  Day  was  a breath  of  the 
kind  of  fresh  air  he  hopes  we  will  all  be 
inhaling  by  the  end  of  Labour’s  term  in 
office.  It  is  easy  to  be  cynical  about 
politicians  promising  the  earth  and  d& 
livering  nothing  but  political  refuse,  i 
but  there  was  an  element  of  honest 
practicality  about  what  he  said  yester- 
day that  suggests  that  he  is  really 
serious  about  what  he  says  and  that 
concern  for  the  environment  is  much ' 
higher  in  Labour’s  priorities  than  it 
was  during  the  election  campaign.  For- 
saking the  government  Jaguar  avail- 
able for  his  use  Chow  Long  will  he  keep 
that  up?)  Mr  Prescott  arrived  by  Under-  j 
ground  to  deliver  a speech  that  covered 
nearly  all  of  the  agenda  from  bus  lanes 
to  greenhouse  emissions. 

The  central  proposition  was  that  al- 
though there  wouldn’t  be  much  new 
money  around  — except  the  interesting 
area  of  “green  taxes”  which  don’t  at- 
tract the  consumer  hostility  that  ordi- 
nary taxes  do  — there  was  still  a lot 
that  could  be  done  by  inexpensive  pol- 
icy decisions:  like  forcing  cars  off  the 
road,  by  giving  up  more  road  space  to 
buses,  curbing  road  building,  forcing 
British  Rail  to  Invest  more,  undoing 
some  of  the  deregulation  of  the  buses, 
taxing  company  cars  and  car  parking 
spaces  and  so  on.  Enlightened  car  lob- 
bies like  the  RAC  admit  that  public 
transport  must  have  a higher  priority 
especially  in  the  cities  leaving  cars  for 
journeys  that  only  they  can  do. 

Mr  Prescott  resurrected  the  notion  of 
an  integrated  transport  policy  that  had 
been  buried  beneath  the  avalanche  of 
market  forces  and  privatisations  of  the 
previous  18  years.  The  fact  that  most 
transport  assets  including  British  Air- 
ways, the  railways,  most  of  the  buses 
and  freight  transport  concerns  are  now 
in  private  hands  makes  it  economically 
more  difficult  to  make  them  part  of  an 
integrated  policy.  But  so  many  of  them 


are  so  unpopular  that  it  will  be  quite 
easy  politically  to  achieve  the  same  end 
by  introducing  new  laws  and  by  putting 
pressure  on  the  regulators  to  make 
changes.  It  is  unacceptable  that  British 
Rail  made  £339  million  in  profits  last 
year  when  investment  was  less  than  it 
should  have  been  and  when  the  priva- 
tised corporation  was  still  in  receipt  of 
a £L5  billion  public  subsidiy. 

Transport  reform  was  only  part  of  Mr 
Prescott’s  wide-ranging  green  strategy 
which  included  everything  from  cut- 
ting water  leakages  and  over-fishing  to 
reducing  greenhouse  gas  emissions  by 
20  per  cent  by  2010  compared  with  the 
previous  administration’s  target  of  IQ 
per  cent  Mr  Prescott  paid  a genuine 
tribute  to  his  predecessor's  “good  repu- 
tation” on  the  environment  and  in 
return  received  a pledge  of  support 
from  Mr  Gummer  in  the  crackdown  on 
pollution.  Together  with  the  Prime 
Minister,  Mr  Prescott  is  to  launch  what 
he  calls  a fundamental  transport  policy 
review  prior  to  publishing  a white 
paper  next  Spring  after  which  there 
will  be  a rolling  programme  to  make 
the  policy  a reality. 

Unlike  previous  Labour  politicians 
like  George  Brown,  who  had  grand 
plans  but  no  delivery  system,  John 
Prescott  presides  over  the  environment 
and  transport  departments  and  will 
chair  the  key  cabinet  committee  on  the 
environment  What  he  is  proposing 
could  achieve  a great  deal  at  little  cost 
while  at  the  same  time  being  seen  as 
highly  relevant  to  problems  of  everyday 
life.  He  knows  that  he  will  be  judged  by 
results  — as  John  Gummer  reminded 
him  yesterday  — but  his  populist  in- 
stincts to  solve  unpopular  problems 
should  hold  him  in  good  stead.  He 
wants  fhture  generations  to  look  back 
on  this  administration  and  say  “thanks 
fbr  what  you  did”.  The  success  of  that 
wish  is  entirely  in  his  own  hands.  And 
the  omens  are  good. 


The  only  candidate  with  vision 

Kenneth  Clarke  has  the  experience  and  the  instincts  for  the  job 


FIVE  men  who  seemed  grand  and  im- 
portant only  weeks  ago  will  compete  on 
Tuesday  for  a position  which  now 
seems  greatly  diminished.  After  May  1, 
it  is  tempting  to  say  that  the  Conserva- 
tive Party  no  longer  counts  for  much.  If 
that  is  so.  then  it  scarcely  matters  who 
will  lead  it  after  John  Major.  Tuesday’s 
election  for  the  party  leadership, 
though,  provides  the  crucial  test  of  the 
party’s  future. 

If  the  Conservative  Party  elects  John 
Redwood,  it  will  be  choosing  a politi- 
cian who  embodies  the  Thatcherite  ob- 
sessions which  Britain  rejected  last 
month.  Mr  Redwood  is  a doctrinaire 
individualist,  a doctrinaire  Unionist 
and  a doctrinaire  anti-European.  By 
electing  him,  the  modem  Tory  Party 
would  be  indulging  all  of  its  worst 
instincts,  above  all  the  fetal  illusion 
that  the  voters  only  rejected  the  Conser- 
vatives because  they  were  insuffi- 
ciently right-wing  and  anti-European. 

If  the  party  elects  Peter  Lilley,  it  will 
also  be  choosing  an  intellectually  formi- 
dable politician,  and  one  who  is  some- 
times unfairly  dismissed  as  right-wing 
on  all  issues.  There  is  more  to  Mr  Lilley 
than  that,  though  he  is  a deep-dyed 
Eurosceptic.  But  in  the  end,  like  Mr 
Redwood,  his  instincts  and  appeal  are 
to  the  Tory  Party  as  it  is  rather  than  to 
the  party  as  it  needs  to  become. 

Unbelievable  though  this  may  seem  1 
to  most  readers,  there  was  a time  when  1 
Michael  Howard  might  have  been  the 
Tory  Party's  best  choice.  As  the  worst 
home  secretary  in  recent  memory  and  a 


not-so-tacit  Eurosceptic,  Mr  Howard  be- 
came superficially  popular  within  an 
increasingly  right-wing  party.  Given 
the  Tory  predicament  since  May  1,  he 
seemed  to  be  a candidate  who  appealed 
to  the  rank-and-file  but  who  was  also 
sufficiently  opportunist  to  drive  the 
party  towards  the  centre.  But  Mr  How- 
ard’s opportunism  has  been  his  undo- 
ing. He  is  now  discredited  within  his 
own  party  as  well  as  outside  it 

That  leaves  two  serious  candidates. 
William  Hague,  for  all  his  political 
openness  and  easy  charm,  is  an  un- 
tested man.  His  undoctrmaire  approach 
is  an  asset  but  the  Conservative  Party 
needs  more  than  inoffensiveness.  It 
needs  to  be  taught  some  political  les- 
sons. It  needs  to  be  weaned  off  ideologi- 
cal obsession  and  it  needs  to  be  wholly 
reorganised.  Mr  Hague  might  be  the 
man  to  rebuild  a party  which  may,  in 
due  time,  then  elect  him  as  its  leader. 
But  his  time  is  not  now. 

We  believe  that  Kenneth  Clarke  is  the 
man  who  should  now  lead  the  Conser- 
vative Party.  Mr  Clarke  has  the  experi- 
ence that  Mr  Hague  lacks  and  the 
instinct  and  appeal  that  his  party  des- 
perately needs.  Above  all,  he  is  the  only 
candidate  who  has  a vision  of  Britain  as 
a modern,  forward-looking  European 
nation  and  is  the  only  one,  other  than 
perhaps  Mr  Howard,  with  a killer  in- 
stinct. He  has  proved  his  effectiveness 
as  a campaigner  by  the  way  that  he 
was,  in  effect,  the  leader  of  the  opposi- 
tion for  much  of  the  last  two  years.  Now 
he  should  do  the  job  for  real 


The  problem  with  psychopaths 


No  one  should  be  imprisoned  who  hasn't  committed  a crime 


PUBLIC  INQUIRIES  are  meant  to 
answer  questions,  not  pose  them.  But 
yesterday's  inquiry  into  the  care  of 
Darren  Carr  — the  mental  patient  who 
killed  an  Oxfordshire  mother  and  her 
two  daughters  for  whom  he  babysat  in 
1995  — poses  a highly  awkward  ques- 
tion: do  we  want  psychiatrists  to  have 
the  power  to  send  people  to  prison,  not 
for  what  they  have  done  but  for  what 
they  might  do?  Our  mental  health  ser- 
vices are  built  on  the  strict  legal  princi- 
ple of  providing  treatment  — in  ex- 
treme cases  compulsorily  — where 
treatment  is  appropriate.  But  Darren 
Carr,  although  regarded  as  dangerous, 
was  suffering  from  a psychopathic  dis- 
order which  was  not  amenable  to  treat- 
ment. Ergo,  under  the  Mental  Health 
Act  Carr  could  not  be  compulsorily 
detained.  Worse  still,  neither  the  super- 
vision register  introduced  for  mental 
patients  in  1994  nor  the  supervised 
discharge  order  introduced  in  1996, 


would  have  resolved  the  issue  because 
neither  authorised  detention.  But  our 
other  public  protection  agency,  the 
criminal  justice  system,  only  imprisons 
people  for  what  they  have  done. 

So  what  should  have  happened?  Of 
course  Carr  should  not  have  become  a 
lodger/babysitter.  Social  services  were 
at  feult  there.  But  rightly  the  inquiry 
does  not  allow  the  awkward  question  to 
be  ducked  because  of  these  mistakes. 
Even  if  avoided.  Carr  would  have  been 
free  to  impose  serious  harm  on  others. 
Most  mental  patients  do  not  pose  a 
problem.  Fewer  murders  — 30  since 
1990  — have  been  committed  by  them 
than  in  earlier  times.  Many  are  still 
being  wrongly  compulsorily  detained. 
But  psychopaths,  though  small  in  num- 
ber, pose  a special  problem.  You  can’t 
send  them  to  prison  for  no  offence.  This 
is  not  the  Soviet  Union.  The  solution  is 
stronger  supervision  orders  and  a 
greater  readiness  to  accept  public  risk. 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


Dealing  with  drug  abuse 


In  defence  of  the  Eurofighter, 
it  will  land  thousands  of  jobs 


Nice  Davies’  story  (The 
two  feces  of  Dave  Fran- 
cis. June  4)  simply 
repeats  the  hearsay  allegations 
made  by  the  f-nmplainantg  to 
our  inquiry  panel.  We  found 
them  unproven  because  there 
was  no  first-hand  evidence  of 
wrongdoing  by  Dave  Francis 
or  his  team.  If  Davies  had  any 
evidence  that  Dave  Francis 
was  dealing  in  drugs  he  should 
have  made  it  available  to  us 
and  the  police.  The  police  con- 
firm they  have  no  such  evi- 
dence. There  is  therefore  no 
justification  for  your  headline: 
“Drugs  charity  worker  ex- 
posed as  crack  dealer”. 

Our  Inquiry  was  neither  in- 
adequate nor  unbalanced. 
There  were  not  “three  mouths 
of  wrangling"-  In  fact  we  set  it 
up  immediately  we  were  made 
aware  of  these  serious  allega- 
tions. It  included  representa- 
tives hum  both  the  local  NHS 
and  social  services,  together 
with  an  independent  drugs  ex- 
pert We  heard  from  nearly  SO 
people,  many  of  whom  were 
very  supportive  of  the  work  of 
Dave  Francis.  We  kept  the 
police  informed  throughout 
Inaccuracies  in  your  report 

Include: 

• The  allegation  of  under-age 
sex  was  reported  immediately 
to  social  services.  The  com- 
plainant then  withdrew  the 
charge  and  would  not  he  inter- 
viewed by  the  panel 
• Dave  Francis  was  not  put  in 
charge  of  Sue  Loakes1  work 
while  she  was  suspended.  Nor 
did  he  have  access  to  confiden- 
tial files  at  any  time. 

• The  inquiry  panel  was  not 
set  up  under  our  disciplinary 
procedure  and  so  could  not 
suspend  Dave  Francis,  its  role 
was  to  find  out  If  any  of  the 
allegations  had  any  basis  in 
Each  Had  it  found  so,  he  would 
have  been  suspended 
• The  staff  member  who  al- 
leged assault  was  given  exten- 
sive counselling  and  time  off 
by  APA.  Only  months  later  did 
we  hear  of  an  allegation  of  sex- 
ual assault.  She  was  dismissed 


later  fbr  fall  fog  satisfactorily 
to  complete  her  probationary 
period  with  us. 

The  Crack  Outreach  Team  Is 
doing  excellent  and  innovative 
work  with  young  crack  users 
whose  needs  are  generally  not 
met  by  statutory  services.  APA 
was  brought  in  to  work  in  Not- 
tingh&m  because  the  NHS 
Drug  Advisory  Service 
reputed  critically  In  1994  on 
the  lack  of  strategic  thinking 
behind  the  purchasing  of  drug 

services  locally.  In  merging 
two  very  different  services,  tiie 
Crack  Awareness  Team  and 
Open  Doors,  a young  people’s 
agency,  APA  knew  there 
would  be  crcnflfot  and  this  con- 
flict led  to  the  resignation  of 
sane  staff  who  made  the  alle- 
gations against  Dave  Francis. 

Drug  agencies  working  with 
crack  users  are  on  the  edge  of 
society.  Crack  dealing  is  sur- 
rounded by  violence  and  in- 
timidation. Drug  workers  like  i 
Dave  Francis  inevitably  know 
the  local  dealas.  He  would 
often  negotiate  with  them,  .to 
stop  them  providing  crack  to 
, pregnant  girls,  for  example,  i 
There  are  very  few  services  for 
crack  users  in  this  country 
and  the  Nottingham  team  are 
at  the  forefront  of  this  wok. 
Dave  Francis  and  his  team 
have  provided  24-hour  cover 
seven  days  a week  to  meet  the 
needs  of  users  — 57  per  cent  of 
calls  are  out  of  hours,  the  ma- 
jority between  10pm  and  4am. 

We  decided  as  a result  of  the 
inquiry  to  set  up  a Project  Ad- 
visory Committee  with  repre- 
sentatives from  health,  social 
services,  police,  probation, 
youth  and  rmwmunity  ser- 
vices. We  are  delighted  that 
one  of  our  board  members,  a 
lawyer,  has  agreed  to  ehnir  the 
committee,  and  Alan  Simpson 
MP  has  also  agreed  to  be  a 
member.  We  look  forward  to 
continuing  to  work  to  help 
crack  users  in  Nottingham. 
Peter  Martin. 

Chief  executive,  APA. 

67-69  Cowcross  Street, 

London  EClM  GBP.  - 


Services  for  drug  users 
have  arisen  piece-meal 


^Phave  arisen  piece-meal 
without  any  overall  planning 
or  real  coordination.  There  Is 
a massive  dependence  on  the 
voluntary  sector  to  provide 
services  to  all  types  with,  fre- 
quently. little  direct  engage- 
ment by  the  statutory  bodies. 
The  voluntary  bodies  them- 
selves often  receive  inadequate 
funding.  There  is  nothing  to 
stop  anyone,  regardless  of 
their  qualifications,  back- 
ground or  motives,  from  set- 
ting up  as  a “drugs  advisory 
service” 

Drug  users  are  extremely 
vulnerable  people  who  need  to 
be  encouraged  to  seek  treat- 
ment. secure  in  the  knowledge 
feat  they  will  be  (teak  with  in  a 
professional  manner. 

The  time  has  cone  fbr  a reg- 
istration of  non-residential 
drugs  services.  This  should  in- 
corporate staff  qualifications, 
service  monitoring  and  the 
ability  fbr  a registering  officer 
to  call  for  police  checks  on  all 
staff 

Brian  Arbery. 

Chief  executive,  ADAPT. 

6 Langley  Street, 

London  WC2H9JA. 


I MUST  take  Issue  with  your 
leader  (June  4)  on  the  Euro- 


NICK  DAVIES*  article  high- 
lights issues  for  all  ser- 


■W  limits  issues  for  all  ser- 
vices working  with  margina- 
lised individuals  who  might 
(and  mostly  do)  avoid  drug 
treatment  services.  All  profes- 
sionals working  in  field 
wSl  be  only  too  acutely  aware 
of  the  tensions  and  risks  in- 
volved in  reading  out  to  cli- 
ents in  a twilight  world  of 
criminality. 

Clear  boundaries  and  proce- 
dures are  obviously  needed, 
and  drug  services  have  been 
developing  these.  We  must 
hope  that  there  is  no  knecyerk 
reaction  which  further  starves 
this  difficult  field  of  much- 
needed  resources  and  support 
Roger  Howard. 

Chief  executive.  Standing 
Conference  on  Drug  Abuse. 
32-36  Loman  Street, 

London  SEl  CEE. 


In  brief 


Timothy  McVeigh  should 
be  released  Immediately 


I be  released  immediately 
(The  face  of  America's  worst 
killer,  June  3).  His  murder  of 
168  people  was  politically  mo- 
tivated and  the  publicity  sur- 
rounding the  case  means  that 
he  is  unlikely  to  have 
received  a fair  trial.  These  are 
the  arguments  American 
courts  have  consistently  used 
to  Justify  their  refusal  to  ex- 
tradite ERA  terrorists  to  fece 
trial  in  the  UK 
John  Terry. 

19  Victoria  Road  East, 

Tyne  & Wear  NE31 1XG. 


I leader  (June  4)  on  the  Euro- 
fighter. The  Royal  Air  Force 
and  the  air  forces  of  the  other 
Eurofighter  nations  need  a 
new  fighter  aircraft  to  replace 
their  current  ageing  fleets. 
Eurofighter  will  enter  sen' ice 
In  2001  and  will  continue  in 
service  for  much  of  the  first 
half  of  the  next  century. 
Though  conceived  as  a 
counter  to  a threat  from  the 
then  USSR,  especially  from 
their  SU27  and  derivatives.  It 
is  equally  relevant  in  today's 
unstable  and  unpredictable 
post-cold-war  world.  The  Rus- 
sians are  selling  the  latest 
variants  of  the  SU27  In  the  ex- 
port market  and  the  UK 
could  at  some  future  date  find 
itself  Bleed  with  this  threat 
while  involved  in  a coalition 
or  peace-enforcement  opera- 
tion. The  early  attainment  of 
air  superiority  would  then  be 
vital  to  achieving  a successful 
outcome  and  minimising 
casualties.  Hence  the  four 
Eurofighter  nations-  have 
more  than  once,  since  re 
ending  of  the  cold  war,  re-en- 
dorsed the  operational 
requirement  Moreover,  , they 
have  agreed  that  the  Euro- 
fighter remains  the  most  cost- 
effective  way  of  meeting  that 
requirement 

Some  15.000  UK  workers  in 
the  most  advanced-technol- 
ogy industries  like  my  own, 
GEC  and  Rolls-Royce  will  be 
employed  on  the  project  with 
another  80,000  Indirectly  en- 
gaged. Across  Europe,  a quar- 
ter of  amillion  people  will  be 
engaged  via  the  project 

CtvO  aerospace  alone  can- 
not sustain  the  high-technol- 
ogy base  which  makes  aero- 
space one  of  Britain's  top 
three  exporting  industries. 
The  Government  currently  i 
contributes  only  some  £20 j 
million  to  the  civil-aerospace  I 
research-and-development  I 
budget  a fraction  of  the  sup- 1 
port  enjoyed  by  our  US 
competitors. 

For  all  these  reasons,  Euro- 
fighter is  important  to  Britain 
and  to  Europe.  Mr  Blair  and 
Mr  Robertson  understand 
these  feds,  hence  their  strong 
support  and  current  actions. 
Sir  Richard  Evans. 

Chief  executive, 

British  Aerospace  pic. 

Warwick  House,  PO  Box  87, 
Famborough  Aerospace 
Centre,  Farnbo  rough. 

Hants  GU14  6 YU. 


indeed  for  sale.  One  can  there- 
fore only  assume  that  these, 
planes  are  intended  for  use  be- 
tween countries  able  to  mann-' 
feature  them,  or  to  which  they 
have  been  sold.  A chilling  sce- 
nario of  endless  future  wars. . 

Surely  instead  of  taking 
part  in  a race  towards  even 
greater  sophistication,  the  ad- 
vanced nations  should  use  fee’ 
present  time,  when  there  Is  no 
identifiable  enemy  or  casus., 
bail,  to  negotiate  the  ending  of 
the  Eurofighter  or  similar  pro- 
jects, using  the  money  saved 
by  forgoing  further  develop- 
ment and  maintenance  to  boy 
I back  those  already  sold  from 
the  customers,  before  they  use 
than  against  each  other  — or 
indeed  ourselves. 

Dorothy  M Friedmann. 

12  Gordon  Road, 

London  E18  IDT. 


am 
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AS  YOU  point  out.  we  don’t 
see  at  the  moment  the 


f~\see  at  the  moment  the 
potential  threat  Yet  some  sig- 
nificant threat  may  arise  in 
the  years  ahead,  say  10  years,., 
and  this  may  be  flrom  enemtes. ' 
who  possess  advanced  fight- 
ers. Several  countries  tore 
MIG29  and  SU27.  Hie  RAF- 
does  not  have  planes  that  can 
live  with  these.  In  fact,  the 
RAF  has  not  possessed  front- . 
line  fighters  for  many  years, 
and  in  critical  times  has  had 
to  depend  on  the  US  for  war. 

We  could,  as  you  sayjny 
Russian  ourselves.  This  &pot 
really  practical  for  many 
reasons.  To  quote  just  oner  de- 
fence budgets  these  days  are 
based  on  ‘total  cost  of  owner- 
ship" for  the  operational  fife 
of  the  aircraft.  Russian  equip- 
ment is  notoriously  expensive 
to  maintain  and  total  cost 
would  almost  certainly  be 
greater. 

If  we  want  to  be  able  fo  de- 
fend ourselves  against  fhture 
threats,  and  not  just  depend 
on  others,  we  do  need  our 
own  competitive  aircraft.  We 
need  Eurofighters. 

D Lofts. 

29  Watling  Street,  - - 
St  Albans. 

Herts  ALl  2PY. 


Apparently  250,000  jobs 
depend  on  the  EuroSsbter 


Getting  the  hump  over  traffic 


IF  THE  Government  is  seri- 
ous about  cuttins  air  pollu- 


COULD  Sir  Robert  Horton 
find  a fiver  out  of  Rafl- 


wfind  a fiver  out  of  Rail- 
track’s  £300  million  (Fury  at 
Rail  track's  profits,  June  5)  to 
replace  five  blown  lightbulbs 
in  our  dingy  subway?  Our 
local  council  has  been  chas- 
ing Rail  track  for  over  six 
months  to  replace  the  bulbs. 
David  HalL 

Hallington.  Yattendon  Road. 
Hnrley.  Surrey  RH8  7BS. 


loos  about  cutting  air  pollu- 
tion (Emission  target  ‘needs 
sacrifices’.  June  5)  it  is  time 
to  start  sacrificing  road- 
humps. 

Humps  damage  not  just  the 
undersides  of  vehicles  and 
the  bones  of  the  infirm,  they 
also  result  in  significantly 
greater  emissions  of  carbon 
monoxide,  carbon  dioxide 
and  nitrogen  dioxide. 

England  is  unique  In 
Europe  fbr  its  love  affair  with 


the  hump:  hi  their  vicious- 
ness, ugliness  and  ubiquity 
our  humps  surpass  all  others. 
Even  in  Holland,  where 
humps  were  invented,  their 
benefits  are  serai  as  question- 
able and  they  were  never 
widely  installed.  Here  we 
should  be  digging  most  of 
them  up. 

Brian  Simpson. 

Chairman,  Campaign  Against 
Road-Hump  Madness. 

50  Milton  Park, 

London  N65QA- 


*T"HE  need  for  the  Euro- 
I fighter,  and  presumably  for 
the  other  high-tech  aircraft 
‘ fortuitously' ’ (Letters,  June 
5)  developed,  by  other  nations,  i 
was  justified  fry  the  perceived 
threat  of  the  Soviet  SU27.  This 
is  no  longer  operational,  and 


/vdepend  on  the  Eurofighter 
project  A less  expensive  solu- 
tion to  unemployment  would 
be  for  ex-Eurofighter  employ-  • 
ees  to  take  in  each  other’s 
washing.  In  that  way  every- 
one would  have  a useful 
product  at  the  end  of  the  day. 
If  the'  wages  received  from 
each  other  were  not  suffi- 
cient, workers  could  be  subsi- 
dised, as  at  present  by  the 
taxpayer. 

Harry  Davis. 

49  Speer  Road, 

Thames  Ditton, 

Surrey  KT7  0PJ. 
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A Country  Diary 


China  the  tiger,  China  the  dragon 


"THE  Chinese  government 
I has  indeed  impinirnan+nd 
economic  and  political 
reforms  which  would  have 
been  unthinkahte  20  years  ago 
(Martin  Jacques’  Commen- 
tary, June  4).  However,  it  also 
realises  the  potential  for  disas- 
ter If  change  is  too  rapid  or  is  ! 
uncontrolled  and  unguided,  as 
in  the  old  Soviet  bloc.  As  a 
civilisation  which  stretches 
ba ck  4*500  years,  they  under- 
stand the  value  of  time 
ft  is  planned  that  16  per  cost ; 
of  Chinese  industry  will  be  In 
private  hands  by  the  tom  of 
the  century.  If  GDP  continues 
to  grow  at  the  present  rate 
China  will,  surpass  the  US  as 
an  industrial  power  within  ; 
the  next  10  years.  In  the  very  , 


near  future,  most  of  the 
world’s  top  10  economies  will 
be  situated  on  the  Pacific  rim 
and  China  will  be  fbe  moat 
powerful  of  these.  We  need 
China  for  more  than  it  needs 
us,  and  it  is  time  that  our  gov- 
ernment woke  up  to  this  fact 
and  started  to  build  bridges, 
not  destroy  them. 

Peter  Bolton. 

5 Windsor  Close. 

Read.  Burnley  BB12  7QH. 


MARTIN  Jacques’  celebra- 
tion of  Chinese  vitality  is 


I VI  tlon  of  Chinese  vitality  is 
a welcome  corrective  to  cur- 
rent ideas.  But  his  casual  dis- 
missal of  the  Tiananmen 
Square  massacre  is  outra- 
geous, and  it  is  insensitive  of 
you  to  publish  it  an  June  4.  It 


is  not  a question  of  some  tech- 
nical violation  which  has 
rubbed  namby-pamby  West- 
ern consciences  up  the  wrong 
way.  We  are  talking  about  un- 
armed people  in  their  hun- 
dreds mowed  down  indis- 
criminately. And  Ihe  guilty 
people  are  mostly  stm  in 
power,  one  is  stfQ  Prime 
Minister. 

Until  they  have  been  tried 
for  murder  (as  the  Gang  of 
Four  were);  until  a new  gov- 
ernment untainted  by  blood  is 
Installed;  until  Zhao  Ziyang, 
who  tried  to  prevent  it,  is 
rehabilitated,  it  is  repugnant 
to  talk  of  admitting  this 
regime  to  the  conceit  of  civi- 
lised nations. 

Name  and  address  supplied. 


We  may  edit  letters:  shorter  ones 
are  more  likely  to  appear. 


ROSELAND,  CORNWALL;  By  I 
well  established  tradition  the 
usual  suspects,  together  with 
accomplices,  assembled  in 
Portscatbo  for  what  before 
the  secularisation  of  the  cal- 
endar, used  to  be  Whit  week. 
The  high-  pressure  system 
which  hung  over  these  is- 
lands gave  blue  skies,  long ; 
days  of  .unbroken  sunshine.- , 
and  a persistent  but  variable 
on-shore  breeze  — conditions 
for  bucket  and  spade  activi- 
ties for  our  grandchildren  on 
Porthcurnlck  Beach,  kitefly- 
ing and  surfing.  Leaned  a wet . 
suit,  a garment  I discover  you 
cannot  put  on  in  a hurry,  I ! 
tried  to  swim  in  the  oncoming  1 
surf  which  had  brought  surf- 
ers from  their  more  common 
locations  on  the  north  Cor- 
nish beaches.  Despite,  the  1 
warmth  of  the  wet  suit  the 
crashing  waves  were  not 
greatly  to  my  taste.  I watched 
the  village  boys,  the  cogno- 
scenti in  this  matter,  and 
realised  that  they  swam.  In 
wet  suits,  off  the  harbour 
breakwater,  as  the  evening 
tide  peaked.  They  claimed  to 
need  wet  suits  until  the  sum- 
mer holidays  but  they  wanted 
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The  Guardian  Friday  June  6 1997 


Diary 


Matthew  Norman 

IN  the  Daily  Mail,  Paul 
Johnson  casts  a sober  eye 
over  the  runners  for  the 
Tory  leadership.  Before  set- 
tling reluctantly  on  Ken 
Clarke,  my  sane  and  ratio- 
nal friend  dismisses  Peter 
Liiley  as  too  timid  and  ob- 
scure, although  not  before 
praising  him  as  the  “only 

one  who  has  come  up  not 

just  with  a Big  Idea  but  a 
realised  achievement  in  the 
shape  of  his  new  pension 
scheme.  It  is,”  says  Paul, 
“privately  rated  by  Mr  Tony 
Blair  a real  winner  and. 
suitably  modified,  he  in- 
tends to  make  it  his  own.”  I 
find  this  very  bizarre.  Is  this 
not  the  same  pensions  idea 


If  this  is  new  Britain, 
we  still  need  feminism 


deserved  was  a “sound  tick- 
ing off". 

The  behaviour  which  had 
earned  him  such  a reprimand 
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Your  chance  to 
win  a date  with 

and  sexual  violence  against 

Gordon  Brown 


! sexual  harassment  case  revelation,  “New  Man  Is  A 
against  another  officer.  The  Myth.” 
judge  in  the  original  trial  had  It's  beat  a normal  enough 
listened  to  the  evidence,  and  week.  In  other  weeks,  we 
instructed  the  Jury,  to  find  the  have  tales  of  celebrity  wife 
defendant  not  guilty;  all  he  battering  — George  Best  and 


included,  according  to  the  airing  these  days;  so  too  do 
WPC  and  other  women  offl-  statistics  about  female  eating 


cers,  endless  enquiries  into 
their  underwear  and  sexual 


disorders.  We  have  stopped 
even  bothering  to  pretend 


C-word  which  not  even  mg  target  Terribly  easy,  but  them  claimed  he  sought  to  put 
ir.a.  ° youug  women  also  a mistake.  Appointed  her  mind  at  rase  with  the 
womd  be  well-advised  to  use.  alongside  her  are  Clare  Short,  words,  “If  I didn't  find  you 
m the  sliding  scale  of  80s  a woman  whose  credentials  attractive.  I wouldn't  to 
Playground  Insults,  feminist  only  the  maddest  dyke  sepa-  you  like  this." 

J*®®  fisht  up  there  with  ratist  would  doubt,  and  Anna  An  industrial  tribunal 
“pool!  and  “slag’",  and  when  Coote,  whose  history  is  heard  the  evidence  this  Hma, 
girls  would  squeal  “I'm  not  a equally  impressive.  They  are  and  the  officer’s  defence  — 
feminist  , they  had  their  very  all  using  the  word  feminist  that  it  was  all  innocent  “ban- 


preferences.  and  repeated  that  women  aren't  judged  by 
physical  advances.  One  of  their  looks  (one  broadsheet 


described  a member  of  Har- 
man’s Women's  Unit  as 
■■pretty"),  then  wonder  why 
girls  get  anorexia  and  boys 
don’t 


own  Prime  Minister  to  fhawi^ 
for  the  line. 


without  a blush  — and  the  I ter"  and  “tomfoolery"  — did 


V 


'QTTNG  for  a govern- 
ment which  contains 

feminists  and  tries  to 
do  feminist  things  is 


not  the  same  pensions  idea  nAj-w-tn  — U “i"  “t"5'  „ Tories,  bless  ’em,  have  been  the  trick  again.  That  ballsy  not  the  same  as  being  a femi-  — -rr“"  ways  preierrms  iu  spiasn 

which  Labour savaeed in  L-'vCCa  AJIKGnnGclQ  So  forgive  my  first  ungener-  left  spluttering  not  the  usual  canteen  culture,  eh,  girls  — nisL  What  we  have  in  the  new  Rel  Lltt  fiinhn  about  in  the  full  glory  of  his 

the  campaign,  scarim: the  ous  doubts  of  Ms  Harman,  rubbish  about  the  “patronis-  don't  you  love  it?  The  WPC  is  Women's  Unit  is  that  old-fash-  .......... 11 1 own  nakedness.  Yet  beneath 

elderly  witless  withthe  idea  hmhuic  _ w£ue  I take  a proper  look  at  ing"  evils  of  an  artificial  now  leaving  the  police  force,  ioned,  American  concept  of  that  bullish,  manly  exterior 

that  they  would  snddmiv  I That  ®?e  ,ha.s  to  s*y-  “hand-up”,  but  disdain  at  the  Elsewhere,  a 54-year-old  feminism  — one  which  imagi-  ■ T WAS  while  watching  the  beats  a warm,  pining  heart. 

* a - , ...  . I JUSl  ISHt  wnat  tt  U£Gd  ADDarcntlV^  she  intends  tn  in-  aTwonro  rtf  a PnU-o  uu imqn  mwa  hirth  (n  hwtne  tv\  nor  that  arlth  Anrtiicrh  well-  I STDOUldprinp  Pfjirlr  Hahld  Thic  ic  a miv  u.hn  wnnlri 


too  clean,  with  the  occasional 
bit  of  dirt  nestled  between  his 
fingernails  and  the  soft, 

slightly  pudgy  yet  still  vi- 
brant skin  beneath. 

Let  me  teli  you.  this  is  a 
man  who  would  never  wear 
gardening  gloves  to  mow  the 
lawn.  Nor  would  he  take  a 
bath  in  his  boxer -shorts,  al- 
ways preferring  to  splash 


be  deprived  of  their  income? 
But,  according  to  Paul,  Mr 

Blair  secretly  admired,  and 

even  coveted  It  all  the  time. 
Most  peculiar.  There  are,  it 
seems,  two  obvious  expla- 
nations. One  Is  that  Mr 
Blair  was  being  a little 
naughty;  the  other  Is  that  - 
Paul  is  affecting  an  Inti- 
macy with  Mr  Blair’s  think- 
ing that  he  does  not  enjoy. 
Those  struggling  to  choose 
between  the  two  will  be  in- 
terested to  learn  that  Paul's 
saintly  wife  Marigold  has 
recently  been  heard  to 
remark  that  he  received  a 
charming,  post-election  let- 
ter from  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter. saying;  “Thank  you, 
Paul,  I couldn't  have  done  it 
without  yon.” 

Terry  Major-Bail 
rings,  in  distress.  In 
defending  fThnirBe 
Kray  against  chug  charges, 
Jonathan  Goldberg  QC  has 
compared  Terry  with  his  cli- 
ent, both  being  men,  in  his 
eyes,  who  make  a living  oat 
of  more  famous  brothers.  “1 
was  very  hurt,”  says  Terry. 
“That  Goldberg,  I bet  he’s 
like  the  on  TV,  you  know, 
the  one  with  soup  down  ids 
waistcoat  and  nicotine- 
stained  fingers.”  (The  Paul 
Whitehouse  character,  we 
suspect.)  ‘*1  mean  to  say, 
when  I’ve  written  my  book 
and  everything . . . and 
what  makes  it  worse  is  that 
be  also  mentioned  Billy 
Carter.  Everyone  in  the 
world  knows  he  was  just 
cashing  on  his  brother's 
fame." 


T 


lure  _ . while  I take  a proper  look  at 

HK  country  of  ours  what  she  has  to  say. 
Just  isn't  what  tt  used  Apparently,  she  intends  to  in- 
to be.  The  sun  keeps  sped  the  “female-friendly" 


rubbish  about  the  “patronis- 
ing" evils  of  an  artificial 
“hand-up”,  but  disdain  at  the 


don't  you  love  it?  The  WPC  is 
now  leaving  the  police  force. 
Elsewhere,  a 54-year-old 


ioned,  American  concept  of 
feminism  — one  which  imagi- 


absence  of  a fully  dedicated  woman  gave  birth  to  twins,  to  nes  that  with  enough  well- 
Minister  for  Women.  The  the  usual  sour  undertone  of  intention ed  legislators  tinker- 


M ekl|tl»ii»  n • _ “ J T J T , J irvuiuu.  A uc  uic  uauoi  bUUl  UUUC1LUUC  U UHCIIUMUCU  1 !■■■»».*  — - 

think  credentials  of  every  piece  of  rightwing  press  have  doubts:  how  selfish,  what  ing  away  at  policy  in  the 

unnjc  tney-re  going  to  win  the  legislation,  introduce  a new  reported  the  event  with  what  about  the  poor  kids,  what  parliament,  all  will  be  well.  tboi 


t,lu,  ’ j . __ — - — — a ubw  reiwncu  me  evern  wun  wnai  aooui  me  poor  ms.  wnai 

fl7i~W0UT  set  of  /policy  priorities”,  and  would  trace  have  seemed  un-  right  has  she  got  to  be  a 

“fTi*.  out  we  for  a national  childcare  thinkable  good  manners:  doddery  old  mum?  Amid  the 


that  bullish,  manly  exterior 

IT  WAS  while  watching  the  beats  a warm,  pining  heart, 
smouldering  Clark  Gable  This  is  a guy  who  would 
In  Gone  With  The  Wind  never  ever  sit  smack  on  top  of 
» other  night  that  the  a sweet  old  lady  if  there  was  a 
iught  struck  me.  The  same  spare  seat  on  the  bus. 
ighty  sneer,  the  same  full.  Finally,  here's  10  things 


the  other  night  that  the 
thought  struck  me.  The  same 


are  all  feminists  now. 

Well,  this  is  splendid  news. 
It  is  also  slightly  surprising. 
When  Harriet  Hannan  an- 


nounced that  her  new  that  speaks  of  their  experi- 
women's  unit  was  an  un-  ence  and  shares  their 
equivocally  “feminist”  pro-  concerns", 
ject,  the  word  looked  so  it  would  be  so  easy  to  have 


strategy  and  family-friendly  “meddlesome”  was  the  worst  what-a-boy!  backslapping  ties  legislation  of  20  years  or  same  sblmmeringly  sexual  ge 

employment.  She  especially  the  Daily  Mail  could  come  up  which  greets  50-something  fa-  so  ago,  an  estimable  advance  hips,  the  same  take-me!  take-  • 

wants  government  to  “talk  in  with.  therbood.  these  are  rarely  for  which  we  are  all  truly  me!  look  in  his  eyes.  My  god,  I be 

a voice  women  recognise;  one  questions  asked  of  dads.  grateful.  thought,  Ws  the  Chancellor!  tie 


A 


questions  asked  of  dads. 

S FAR  as  Westmln-  We  heard  a good  deal  about 
ster  goes,  then,  this  the  problem  of  single  mothers 
doesn't  look  like  a living  off  the  state,  but  rather 
bad  start  at  alL  The  less  about  absent  fathers.  In- 


~ m ■ m rn  umwii  4 *wa  line  a uvuig  UU  luc  auuc,  is  Ml  IttUICi 

e word  looked  so  it  would  be  so  easy  to  have  m mbad  start  at  alL  The  about  absent  fathers.  In- 

80  scandalously  old  a laugh  at  all  this.  Her  tnten-  problem,  in  fact,  is  that  it  stead,  we  heard  about  a sur- 1 Job  doesn't  get  the  rest  of  us 
SSSrMf  a ™D?ent  1 W(™r  “On®  sound  fine  enough,  but  looks  quite  good.  Good  vey  of  men’s  attitudes.  This  off  the  hook.  We  seldom  ever 
aerea  if  there  a been  a mis-  co medically  vague  (“The  pat-  enough,  anyway,  for  the  was  billed  as  "the  most  com- 


print, and  the  fragrant  Ms 
Harman  had  In  fact  said 
"feminine”. 

Which  just  goes  to  show 
what  a decade  or  so  of  anti- 
feminist  thinking  nan  <Jq  to  ft 
girl.  If  socialism  has  become  a 


terns  of  women’s  lives  change  world  outside  Westminster  to  prehens ive  survey  ever  con-  tra,  “The  personal  is  politi-  been  invented  for  him.  Most 
constantly  and  I want  these  feel  a bit  better  about  Itself,  ducted  of  90s  men!"  a claim  cal";  that  was  the  sort  of  “ex-  women  I know  — and  a few 


patterns  to  be  built  into  pol- 
icy-making."), rambling  on  nice  Ms  Harman  and  her  suspicion.  All  the  same,  it  is 
while  the  demand.  “But  what  mates  are  taking  care  of  femi-  worth  noting  that  the  great 
does  tt  all  meariT.  dances  on  nism  for  us,  so  we  don't  have  majority  thought  men  had  the 
every  feminist's  lips.  And  to  bother.  better  deal  in  life,  and  would 


safe  in  the  knowledge  that  the  which  should  always  arouse  tremist"  thinking  which  the 


dirty  word.  trsstOl  the  sort  of  poor  old  Harriet  Hannan, 


This  was  the  thinking  which  haughty  sneer,  the  same  full.  Finally,  here's  10  things 
won  us  the  Equal  Opportune-  pouting,  sensual  lips,  the  you  never  knew  about  Ger- 
ties legislation  of  20  years  or  same  sblmmeringly  sexual  geous  Gordon: 
so  ago,  an  estimable  advance  hips,  the  same  take-me!  take-  • Though  a snappy  dresser, 

for  which  we  are  all  truly  me!  look  in  his  eyes.  My  god,  I be  has  never  worn  a flowery 

grateful.  thought,  ti's  the  Chancellor!  tie:  he  suffers  from  liay-fever. 

But  smoothing  out  legisia-  It's  Gordon  Brotcn ! • On  hot  days,  be  employs 

tive  inequalities  is  not  the  full  Gordon  Brown  is  the  Skin  Protection  Cream  Fart  or 
extent  of  feminist  ambition,  steamy  sex  symbol  of  the  Gov-  12  — but  he  continues  to  draw 
and  Harriet  Harman's  new  eminent,  oozing  political  the  line  at  wearing  lipstick, 
job  doesn't  get  the  rest  of  us  reform,  the  silent,  brooding  • His  surname  — Bi  own  — is 
off  the  hook.  We  seldom  ever  MrDarfy  or  New  Labour.  The  one  of  the  most  popular  in 
hear  that  old  feminist  man-  term  “shake-up”  might  have  Britain.  His  parents  and 

tra,  “The  personal  is  politi-  been  invented  for  him.  Most  grandparents  also  went  by 

cal";  that  was  the  sort  of  “ex-  women  1 know  — and  a few  this  name.  Some  people  spell 
tremist"  thinking  which  the  guys!  — ■ wouldn't  half  fancy  a It  with  a final  "e"  — but  not 
women's  lib  excesses  of  the  shake-op  with  Gordon.  unpretentious  Gordon. 

70s  were  blamed  on.  But  if  Today.  I was  intending  to  • It  is  not  true  that  he  does 


reform,  the  silent,  brooding 


off  the  hook.  We  seldom  ever  Mr  Darfy  or  New  Labour.  Tbe 
hear  that  old  feminist  man-  term  "shake-up"  might  have 


every  feminist's  lips.  And 


women’s  lib  excesses  of  the 
70s  were  blamed  an.  But  if 
this  is  new  Britain,  and  we 


guys!  — wouldn't  half  fancy  a 
shake-up  with  Gordon. 

Today.  I was  intending  to 


swearword  you’d  hear  on  with  her  appalling  syco-  this  week,  the  following  took  would  stay  home  and  look 
telly  after  nine  o’clock.  Femi-  phancy,  and  that  lamentable  place.  In  a Bradford  court,  a after  them  and  the  kids.  One 


bother.  better  deal  in  life,  and  would  really  fancy  ourselves  radical 

Away  from  Westminster  much  prefer  it  if  their  partner  now,  it  is  an  idea  worth  think- 
iis  week,  the  following  took  would  stay  home  and  look  ing  about  again.  Even  the 


really  fancy  ourselves  radical  the  Devolution  Referendum 
now,  it  is  an  idea  worth  think-  on  long-term  prospects  for  a 
Ing  about  again.  Even  the  Single  Currency  with  parti  cu- 


nism  had  become  more  like  I school  affair,  Is  such  a tempt-  | WPC  lost  her  long-running  [ headline  made  the  staggering  I everything  by  herself. 


tireless  Ms  Harman  cannot  do  Iar  regard  to  the  recent 


discuss  the  Implications  of  not  got  on  well  with  Robin 
the  Devolution  Referendum  Cook.  Quite  the  reverse.  They 
on  long-term  prospects  for  a often  attend  fancy-dress  pnr- 
Single  Currency  with  parti cu-  ties  together  in  the  guise  of 


THE  Harrow  Observer’s 
art  diary  makes  an  an- 
nouncement “Come 
on  everybody,”  it  says,  “be- 
cause Eddie  Cochran,  the 
first  rock  ’n'  roll  rebel,  is 
ready  to  hit  the  Beck 
theatre  in  Hayes  on  Wednes- 
day. June  1 8 at  7.30pm. 

Sure  to  create  a stir . . .” 
Sure  to  create  something 
more  than  a stir.  In  fact.  Ed- 
die Cochran  died  in  a car 
crash  in  Wiltshire  In  April 
1960. 

ON  Wednesday,  tn  one 
ofthe  most  dramatic  , 
parliamentary  mo-  1 

ments  since  the  Westland 
debate,  my  noble  friend 

Andrew  Lloyd-Webber 
made  his  maiden  speech. 
Despite  slightly  shaky 
hands  and  a tremulous 
voice.  Lord  Andrew’s  debut 
was  vastly  impressive,  as  he 
concentrated  on  the  intrigu- 
ing differential  between 
staffing  levels  at  his  shows 
in  London  and  In  Germany. 
Their  Lordships  were  spell- 
bound. We  rang  bis  chief  PR 
man  Sir  Tim  Bell  yesterday, 
to  ask  If  Lord  Andrew  had 
enjoyed  himself.  “1  have  no 
idea.”  said  Sir  Tim,  “1 
haven't  spoken  to  him  about 
tt.”  Ah  yes,  but  what  of 
toilet  facilities  in  the  Lords? 
“As  you  can  appreciate,  ” 
replied  Sir  Tim,  “Tm  not  go- 
ing to  bother  with  any  of 
that  nonsense . . .X  wouldn't 
if  I were  you."  A few 
months  ago,  of  course.  Sir 
Tim  took  a more  hands-on 
approach  to  Lord  Andrew's 
urinal  habits,  so  let  us  pray 
this  is  not  a signal  of  a rift 
between  two  men  whose 
titles  do  the  Tory  party  such 
enormous  credit. 

IN  Russia,  the  indepen- 
dent television  channel 
NTV  has  twice  cancelled 
the  transmission  of  Tbe  Last 

Temptation  of  Christ.  The 
first  abandonment  came 
when  staff  realised  that 
they  bad  absent-mindedly 
scheduled  the  broadcast  for 
the  eve  ofthe  Russian  Or- 
thodox Easter.  The  second 

followed  a warning  from  the 

nationalist  group  Pamyat 
that  it  would  be  unable  to 


ancient  monuments  in  fresh 
ways.  Today,  most  people  ex- 


perience Stonehenge  as  they  one  stage  further.  Next  week, 
sweep  past  in  a car  along  the  the  Scott  Trust  of  which  I am 
A303.  Stonehenge  captures  Deputy  Chair,  will  be  unveil- 
the  imagination  each  time,  a ing  Its  plans  for  a major  sum- 
reminder  that  in  our  techno-  mer  Guardian  promotion, 
logical  and  mobile  age,  there  Having  collected  12  tokens, 
are  powerful  reminders  answered  three  questions  and 
alongside  us  of  cultures  completed  the  statement, 
which  had  other  priorities.  1 ‘Gordon  Brown  is  the  dream- 
Where  we  worship  technol-  iest  Chancellor  ever  in  the 


lar  regard  to  the  recent  The  Blues  Brothers  — and  are 
everything  by  herself.  French  elections.  But  then  1 guaranteed  to  set  the  party 

thought  — to  hell  with  it!  rocking  with  laughter  with 

Frankly,  there's  not  a single  their  brilliant  synchronised 

senior  Guardian  columnist  dancing  to  great  upbeat 

District,  but  it  is  not  always  a who  is  able  to  concentrate  on  tracks  such  as  Wilson  Pick- 

bad  thing.  In  fact,  it  often  higher  matters  while  Gordon  eft’s  Midnight  Hour, 

allows  us  to  come  to  terms  Brown  is  leaning  suggestively  • He  con  entertain  friends  by 

with  previous  cultures  and  over  the  Despatch  Box.  his  talking  about  Indigenous 

breath  heavy  with  moody  Growth  for  a hill  minute 

plans  to  take  his  gut  instincts  without  hesitation,  deviation 

one  stage  further.  Next  week,  or  repetition  — whilst  simul- 

the  Scott  Trust,  of  which  I am  taneously  downing  a pint  or 

Deputy  Chair,  will  be  unveil-  McEwans  from  a straight 

ing  Its  plans  for  a major  sura-  glass, 
mer  Guardian  promotion.  • He  chose  saucy  French 
Having  collected  12  tokens,  song  Je  TAime  Moi  Non  Plus 
answered  three  questions  and  for  his  Desert  Island  Disc  — 
completed  the  statement,  and  threatened  to  walk  out 
“Gonion  Brown  is  the  dream-  when  starchy  Radio  4 pie- 


breath  heavy  with  moody 
plans  to  take  his  gut  instincts 


others  worshipped  the  whole  world  because...”  in 
no  more  than  25  words,  the 
lucky  winner  will  be  treated 
N FACT,  this  juxtaposi-  to  a candle-Ut  dinner  for  two 
tion  between’  ancient  at  The  River  Cafe  with  the 

■ and  modern  cultures  is  Chancellor,  and  he/she  will 
often  both  exhilarating  also  receive  two  personally 
and  romantic.  Imagine,  autographed  full-colour 
for  example,  if  we  were  to  let  photographs  of  Gordon  in  Jog- 


English  Heritage  get  a grip  on  ging  gear  — yours  to  treasure 
the  pyramids  at  Giza.  The  for  always  as  a memento  of  a 
Egyptian  traders  selling  post-  truly  fabulous  night  out. 


cards,  tacky  souvenirs  and 
camel  rides  (mister)  would  be 


What  exactly  is  it  about 
Gordon  Brown?  To  me,  he 


banned.  Tbe  kitsch  son-et-Iu-  looks  like  the  kind  of  boy- 
mfere  that  bring  the  pyra-  friend  who  would  arrange 


mids  to  HoBywood-style  life 
in  the  evenings  would  be 


your  airline  tickets,  talk  to 
your  accountant,  help  you  de- 


replaced  by  something  far  ride  what  books  to  read  and 


more  tastefUL  An  archeologi- 
cally  correct,  hut  perhaps 


what  dress  to  wear,  stand 
back  to  let  you  through  doors 


Jonathan  Glancey  takes  English  Heritage  to  task  for  its  Stonehenge  Millennium 
Park  plan  - a perversion  of  history  akin  to  the  ‘weekend’  villages  of  the  Cotswolds 


rather  lifeless,  Pyramid  Paris  first  and  tell  you  who  to  vote 
would  take  the  place  of  tbe  for.  This  may  sound  anti-fem- 
glorioos  chaos  that  surrounds  inist,  but  is  in  fact  very,  very 
the  base  Of  the  ancient  menu-  feminist  indeed,  'cos  it  leaves 


senter  Sue  Lawley  refused  to 
play  ball  by  dancing  to  it  on 
the  studio  table. 

• He  was  once  engaged  to 
Princess  Anne’s  younger  sis- 
ter Jacqueline  — and  Palace 
sources  confirm  that  the 
Duke  of  Edinburgh  regards 
him  as  the  strong  and  forth- 
right son  be  never  had. 

• His  first  action  on  reaching 
Number  11  was  to  cancel  his 
subscription  to  Smash  Hits 
magazine  — he  was  furious  at 
its  continued  refusal  to  fea- 
ture an  interview  with  top 
Scottish  hand  R unrig. 

• He  keeps  his  hair  in  good 
condition  by  washing  it  regu- 
larly with  Alberto  Balsam 
Shampoo  for  Men  — and  he 
never  goes  anywhere  without 
his  battery-operated  blow- 
drier  for  added  body. 

• His  decision  to  keep  his 
mouth  open  between  sen- 
tences stems  from  a trau- 


ments.  This  would  be  sad,  you  with  more  time  to  think  tences  stems  from  a trau- 
because  It  is  the  balance  be-  about  truly  important  things  made  fly-swallowing  incident 
tween  the  imperious  majesty  like  current  films,  eating  out  aged  12. 
of  the  pyramids  and  the  buzz-  and  looking  great  He  would  Sadly,  that's  all  I’ve  got 
ing  life  around  them  that  be  an  ideal  boyfriend,  because  space  for  this  week.  Next 
makes  a trip  to  Giza  so  enjoy-  you  would  feel  safe  in  his  week,  the  Welsh  Devolution 
able  Unless,  that  is,  you  are  a firm,  masculine  but  wholly  issue  — and  the  15  sexiest 
certain  type  of  heritage  purist  sensitive  hands,  clean  but  not  Welsh  nationalists  of  all  time. 


e 

as  it  is  a circle  of  shire  stones,  has  now  come  to  developing  adult  teeth.  On 
sacred  stones.  It  is  their  rescue.  In  partnership  closer  inspection,  we  should 
a part  and  parcel  of  with  the  National  Trust  and  be  concerned.  What  EH  pro-  hard-working  village  will 
English  folklore,  tbe  subject  the  Tussands  Group,  EH  has  poses  is  nothing  less  than  the  sport  a pub  in  which  TV. 
of  exhaustive  academic  de-  submitted  a proposal  to  the  reshaping  of  a vast  tract  of  jukeboxes  and  one-armed 
bate  and  crackpot  contra-  Millennium  Commission  to  Wiltshire  countryside  In  an  bandits  play  first  fiddle.  Its 
versy.  It  is  the  most  visited  help  fund  the  Stonehenge  Mil-  attempt  to  turn  hack  the  dock  ancient  eaves  will  sprout  sat- 
monument  in  the  British  lennium  Park.  If  it  goes  and  reshape  history.  It  wants  ellite  dishes.  Battered  vans 
Isles,  and  ranks  with  the  ahrari.  the  park  will  cover  to  create  an  ideal  parkland  and  rusting  engines  will  litter 
Egyptian  pyramids,  Macchu  6.000  acres  of  what  EH  de-  that  denies  the  organic  pro-  gardens  and  yards.  Its  high 

scribes  as  “prehistoric  natu-  cess  by  which  the  countryside  street  will  most  probably 


TONEHENGE  is  as 
much  a sacred  cow 


English  Heritage,  guardian  i and  particularly  at 


families  act  out  the  role  of 


with  a certain  view  of  how 
the  pyramids  and  their  sur- 
rounds ought  to  look. 

If  EH  were  to  step  back  for  a 


of  these  5, 000-year-old  Wilt-  when  the  anti-roads  lobby  is  countryfolk  far  46  hours  at  a moment,  it  might  deride  to 


developing  adult  teeth-  On 


Egyptian  pyramids,  Macchu 
Pichu  and  Angkor  Wat  as  one 


ofthe  greatest  and  most  mys-  ral  wilderness  containing  around  Stonehenge  has  boast  an  Indian  or  Chinese 


time,  are  likely  to  be  antlthet-  leave  poor  Stonehenge  alone, 
ical  to  Heritage  culture.  A A new  visitor  centre  will  only 
rking  village  will  bring  more  coaches  and  more 
pub  in  which  TV.  visitors  this  way  with  their 
>s  and  one-armed  Day-Glo  leisure  clothing  and 
>Lay  first  fiddle.  Its  video  cameras.  Meanwhile, 
aves  will  sprout  sat-  the  authorities  will  continue 
hes.  Battered  vans  to  damp  down  on  the  solstice 
ng  engines  will  litter  activities  of  those  very  people 
and  yards.  Its  high  — call  them  hippies,  call  them 
ill  most  probably  New  Age  Travellers  — who 
Indian  or  Chinese  respect  Stonehenge  as  much 


(MASSES 


terious  of  all  man-made  over  460  ancient  changed  for  better  and  worse  takeaway  rather  than  some  as  any  historian. 
structures.  monuments”.  over  the  years.  super  River  Cafe-ln-rus.  In  One  day  the  stones  will 

Despite  its  faT™»  anrf  popu-  To  achieve  this,  it  proposes  The  English  countryside  other  words,  the  late  20th  cen-  crumble  and  fall.  Doubtless 

larity  this  druidic  temple  (if  to  close  the  A344  and  return  it  has  never  enjoyed  a Golden  tury  will  have  made  its  mark,  they  will  be  shored  up  be- 

that  is  what  It  Is)  stands  today  to  grassland,  while  the  A303  Age.  It  has  changed  contin-  Those  “perfect"  Cotswolds  or  cause  Stonehenge  is  a tourist 

in  what  is  little  more  than  a will  be  diverted  through  an  ually.  During  that  time  roads  North  Norfolk  villages  which  attraction  and  win  never  be 

giant  traffic  island.  As  underground  tunnel  as  It  have  developed  apace,  along  look  pickled  in  aspic  and  are  allowed  to  fall  into  natural 

renpitav,  Heritage  pointed  out  thunders  on  Its  way  between  with  railways,  new  forms  of  the  stuff  of  tourist  postcards  decline.  Would  it  be  so  very 

inafuH-nage advert  in  yester-  London  and  the  West  housing  and  new  methods  of  are  very  often  weekend  vH-  mad,  or  bad,  to  give  Stone- 

day's  broadsheets  “the  busy  Country.  A vast  new  Visitor  agriculture.  Not  all  change  is  lages.  They  look  pretty,  but  benge  over  to  sheep,  cattle, 

A303  trunk  road  passes  Complex  will  be  built,  one  good,  yet  the  sign  of  healthy  life  dries  up  when  the  the  last  ramblers  and  hippies  and  to 

within  200  yards  of  the  kilometre  away  from  Stone-  countryside  — - a countryside  tourist  coach  leaves.  keep  tbe  whole  busy-bodying. 

Sttmra  The  A344  virtually  henge.  but  this  will  be  subtly  that  is  lived  and  works  for  its  Change  is  as  natural  as  the  Nanny-knows-best  heritage 

touches  the  Heel  Stone".  Five  incorporated  into  the  restored  living  — may  not  be  to  every-  countryside  itself  We  might  industry  at  bay?  ] 

the  Public  Ac  ancient  landscape.  one’s  taste,  and  certainly  not  deplore  it,  as  Wordsworth  and  
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giant  traffic  island.  As 
English  Heritage  pointed  out 


in  a full-page  advert  in  yester-  London  and  the  West 
day’s  broadsheets,  “the  busy  Country.  A vast  new  Visitor 


Age.  It  has  changed  contin-  Those  “perfect"  Cotswolds  or 
ually.  During  that  Hme  roads  North  Norfolk  villages  which 


tourist  coach  leaves. 


ramblers  and  hippies  and  to 
keep  tbe  whole  busy-bodying. 
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touches  the  Heel  Stone”.  Five 
years  ago,  the  Public  Ac- 
counts Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  described 
the  presentation  of  the  site  as 
a “national  disgrace”. 


incorporated  into  the  restored 
ancient  landscape. 

At  first  glance,  the  plan 
sounds  excellent.  It  touches 


Change  is  as  natural  as  the  Nanny-knows-best  heritage 
countryside  itself.  We  might  Industry  at  bay? 


one's  taste,  and  certainly  not  deplore  it,  as  Wordsworth  and  

to  the  trustees  of  English  Her-  Ruskin  did  the  coming  of  the  Jonathan  Glancey  is  the 
itage.  Active  villages,  as  op-  railways  that  in  their  Vic-  Guardian's  new  architecture 


many  of  the  right  chords  in  a posed  to  weekend  villages  torian  minds  threatened  to 
heritage-obsessed  England  where  smart  middle-class  destroy  their  beloved  Lake 


correspondent.  His  arts-page 
column  begins  on  Monday 


tSSwveSioyMsj  Th©  trut  h behind  the  Churchill  row 

the  Aim  was  shown.  Accord-  1 1 u 
Ing  to  Moscow  sources, 

Jacob  Rothschild  defends  the  purchase 

EST SSSSW-  of  Churchill’s  papers  from  continuing  SS'SSSSJ? 

havenat  been  oracuuy  _ not  ^ on  this  page  yesterday  SS~,--tr"W 

___  papers  belonged  to  the  fhm- 

TErjErt  mmm 


. tury".  We  were  satisfied  tury’s  prime  heritage  assets 

II  |K/>h  jl|  rrfc\A/  that  the  papers  were  bring  and  scholarly  resources. 
I LI  I v/l  llll  I v»  VV  acquired  at  a significant  Tbe  archive  is  now  accessi- 

discount  to  their  market  ble  not  only  at  the  Archive 
value  after  taking  fan  ac-  Centre  at  Churchill  College, 
hugely  increased  market  count  of  the  question  of  Cambridge,  but  also 
value.  The  Churchill  trust*  title.  In  arriving  at  the  valu-  throughout  the  UK  as  a 
ees  not  unreasonably  ation,  we  set  aside  those  result  of  the  programme  of 
pointed  to  their  fiduciary  papers  whose  ownership  major  exhibitions  over  the 
obligations  as  a matter  of  was  contentious  and  at-  next  two  years, 
law  — and  after  all.  the  tached  no  value  to  them.  This  unique  archive  is 
papers  belonged  to  the  fhm-  Subsequent  auction  sales  of  now  available  to  the  public 

« n .p jl_  i.:ii  x ; 1 • jii  itATma  hafrim  '1'twi 


count  of  the  question  of  Cambridge,  but  also 
title.  In  arriving  at  the  valu-  throughout  the  UK  as  a 
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I nroiect  supported  by  the  Churcnm  ramuy  ituk- 
the  Heritage  Lottery  Fund,  ees  not  to  break  UP  the  ar- 
SlS^^m^SeChur-  chive  by  sale  at  auction  and 


y and  were  theirs  to  selL  Churchill  material  viudi-  as  never  before.  The  cost 
We  felt  that  Churchill's  cates  this  advice;  and  I have  represented  two  weeks'  in- 
isers.  spanning  20tb-cen-  no  doubt  that  the  archive,  if  come  of  the  Heritage  Lot- 


and  wrongs  of  the  acquisi- 
tion, I must  take  issue  with 
John  Charmley’s  claim  on 
yesterday’s  Comment  page 
that  buying  the  papers 
without  buying  the  copy- 


nes  not  to  break  UP  the  ar-  tury  political  life,  were  ftm-  broken  up,  would  have  tery  Fund;  or,  put  another 

ehtwe  Kv  sale  at  auction  and  damental  to  the  heritage  of  fetched  far  more  than  the  way.  the  cost  per  head  of 

to  negotiate  a purchase,  this  cormtiy,  and  as  impor-  Churchill  Trust  received.  population  is  less  than  a 

— - , With  the  arrival  of  the  lot-  taut  ironically  as  the  Wei-  The  cost  of  buying  out  the  cup  of  tea. 

be  one  of  the  most  memora  i . . ^ make  a ripri-  liurion  Dispatch  and  Nel-  copyright  — owned  not  just  It  is  thanks  to  Winston 

ble.  But  wtoteverAe  righto  | tery  SfrdS  written  i^SSchill  hut  also^ the  Churchill Oat  this  country 

with  his  left  hand,  which  descendants  of  all  those  remains  free.  Future  gen- 


sion.  We  always  recognised  son’s  first  letters  written 
that  the  purchase  of  tbe  ar-  with  his  left  hand,  which 


chive  would  be  contentious. 
Many  people  will  always 


with  his  left  hand,  which  descendants  of  all  those  remains  free.  Future  gen- 
tfce  NHMF  had  previously  who  wrote  to  him  — would  erations  will  surely  thank 
helped  to  save.  Our  advisers  have  cost  even  more  money,  the  lottery  for  preserving 


ferithattire archive  should  - theRoyal  Commission  on  The  valuation  was,  of  the  memories,  works, 

haveheen  riven  to  the  Historical  Manuscripts  — course,  carried  out  to  speeches  and  correspon- 

rhni-ohtii  n-fnrrPd  to  the  archive  as  reflect  this  in  its  terms.  dence  of  this  great  man. 


wtt?°2Li!!nyn,€*^ nation  bv  the  Churchill  referred  to  the  archive  as  reflect  this  in  its  terms. 
ri*ht  i SSny  Sdthat  taS  being  “one  ofthe  prime  h«^  The  grant  tor  theChur- 

an  award  for  stupidity  ■ “wm  nnt  iranf  assets  and  scholarly  chill  archive  secured  for 


an  award  forstupitoty^-  »muy,  not  have  Itage  assets  and  scholarly  chin  archive  secured  for 

SSSnSota  aSStentar its  I xSLce,  of  tbe  axa  I this  country  one  of  the  cen- 


Lord  Rothschild  is  chairman  of 
the  Heritage  Lottery  Fund 
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Jeff  Buckley 


The  son  who 
soared 


FEW  ROCK  business 
careers  began  more 

temtaliaingly  than  that 

of  Jeff  Buckley,  who 
has  drowned  in  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  aged  30  (his  body 
was  found  on  Wednesday  this 
week).  In  1991,  record  pro- 
ducer Hal  WUlner,  known  for  ! 
assembling  imaginative,  star- 
studded  tributes  to  Charles  ; 
Mingus  and  Kurt  Weill,  put 
together  a tribute  concert  for 
Jeffs  father.  Tim  Buckley,  at 
St  Ann’s  Church,  Brooklyn,  \ 
New  York.  Tim  had  died  of  a 
heroin  overdose  in  1975,  aged  : 
28,  but  his  early  death  ignited 
a slow-burning  musical 
legend.  It  was  rounded  on  his 
recorded  legacy  in  which 
soul,  blues  and  jazz  Influences 
mingled  freely,  the  process 
stirred  by  his  arrestingly 
elastic  vocal  style. 

His  son  Jeff;  bom  in  Cali- 
fornia during  Tim’s  brief 
marriage  to  Panama-bora 
Mary  Guibert,  had  always 
been  ambivalent  about  his 
father.  Tim  left  Mary  when 
Jeff  was  six  months  old,  and 
his  son  was  brought  up  by  his 
mother  and  stepfather  during 
a peripatetic  childhood.  "We 
moved  so  often  I had  to  put  all 
my  stuff  In  paper  bags,"  Jeff 
recalled.  "My  childhood  was 
pretty  much  marijuana  and 
rock  ’n’  rolL" 

His  decision  to  participate 
in  Willner's  tribute  event 
launched  Buckley  Junior  as  a 
new  phenomenon  on  the  New 
York  music  scene,  and  simul- 
taneously affirmed  his  quasi- 
myth  ic  credentials,  particu- 
larly when  he  performed  his 
father’s  song  Once  I Was.  “It 
bothered  me  that  I hadn’t 
been  to  his  funeral,  that  I’ve 
never  been  able  to  tell  him 
anything,"  said  Jeff  “I  used 
that  show  to  pay  my  last 
respects.” 

Thus  launched  in  public, 
Buckley  was  rescued  from  a 
string  of  odd  jobs  by  joining 
the  avant-garde  combo  Gods 
& Monsters,  which  featured 
Pere  Ubu’s  ex-bassist  Tony 
Malmone  and  Captain  Beef- 
heart's  erstwhile  guitarist 


Gary  Lucas.  But  it  was  more  a 
loose  group  of  individuals 
than  a real  band  and  Buckley 
quit  in  early  1992  to  pursue  a 
solo  career. 

He  began  performing  at 
small  Manhattan  dubs,  par- 
ticularly the  Caf§  Sln-e, 
where  record  company  execu- 
tives and  A&R  men  were  soon 
arriving  by  the  limo-fuH,  wav- 
ing chequebooks.  “I  went  into 
those  cafes  because  I really 
felt  I had  to  go  to  an  impossi- 
bly Intimate  setting  where 
there’s  no  escape,  where 
there’s  no  hiding  yourself;" 
he  explained. 

Buckley's  remarkable  voice 
(his  most  obvious  Inheritance 
from  his  father)  and  movie- 
star  looks  left  nobody  In 
doubt  that  he  was  a star  in  the 
making,  though  the  eclecti- 
cism of  his  shows  confused 
some  Listeners.  Buckley 
would  pluck  songs  out  of  tire 
air  as  the  mood  took  him.  It 
might  be  something  by  Van 
Morrison,  the  Hollies  or  Big 
Star,  or  a tune  made  famous 
by  Nina  Simone  or  Mahal  ia 
Jackson. 

With  a hippie-esque  suspi- 
cion of  large  corporations,  he  1 
turned  down  several  deals  be- 
fore signing  with  Columbia  at 
the  end  of  1992,  apparently 
because  he  knew  and  trusted 
the  label's  A&R  man  Steve 
Berkowitz.  The  company  pre- 
viewed their  new  acquisition 
with  a live  EP,  Live  At  Sin-e, 
following  which  Buckley  trav- 
elled upstate  to  Bearsville  to 
start  work  on  his  debut 
album,  Grace. 

The  disc  was  released  in 
1994  to  Instant  critical  adula- 
tion. The  sleeve  pictured 
Buckley  clutching  a micro- 
phone and  looking  poetically 
dishevelled,  while  die  music 
Inside  was  a cornucopia  of 
rockers,  ballads,  hymns  and 
even  a bold  rendition  of  Ben- 
jamin Britten’s  Corpus 
Christ i Carol,  by  no  means 
standard  rock  'n*  roll  fare.  His 
voice  was  wild,  passionate 
and  sensual-  if  his  music  was 
hard  to  describe  in  a sound- 
bite. it  was  bursting  with  hid- 


Eddie  Jones 


Buckley . . . infinite  potential 

den  depths  and  infinite  poten- 
tial. Grace  won  Buckley  the 
Best  New  Artist  award  from 
Rolling  Stone  magazine  in 
1995. 

Buckley’s  inquisitiveness 
and  musical  ambition  earned 
him  acceptance  across  a 
broad  spectrum  of  fellow  per- 
formers. Elvis  Costello 
brought  him  over  in  1995  to 
perform  at  London's  Melt- 
down Festival,  where  he  eas-  . 
ily  held  his  own  among  string  , 
quartets  and  jazz  ensembles, 
and  last  year  he  featured  on 
Patti  Smith’s  comeback 
album.  Gone  Again.  He  was 


Birthdays 


King  Albert  H of  the  Bel- 
gians, 63:  Monty  Alexander, 
jazz  pianist,  53;  Sara  BanerJL 
writer,  65;  Sir  Isaiah  Berlin 
OM,  political  philosopher.  88: 
Prof  Brebis  Bleaney.  physi- 
cist, 82:  David  Blunkett,  MP, 
Secretary  of  State  for  Educa- 


Putting  Basie 
in  full  swing 

BASSIST  Eddie  Jones,  [ the  Washington  Post  Office  for 
who  has  died  aged  68,  a year,  continuing  to  play 
was  that  rare  being,  a with  a trio  at  night.  He  went 
jazz-musician  who  ex-  on  to  join  Sarah  Vaughan’s 


PHOTOGRAPH;  DANA  TYNAN 

also  a fan  of  Eastern  music. 
: particularly  the  Islamic  devo- 
tional Qawwali  songs  of  N os- 
rat  Fateh  All  Khan. 

Buckley  had  been  in  Mem- 
phis since  February,  record- 
ing new  material  He  decided 
to  go  swimming  in  the  Missis- 
sippi, fully  clothed  and  carry- 
ing his  guitar,  but  was 
apparently  pulled  under  by 
the  wash  from  a passing  tug. 

Adam  Sweeting 

Jeff  Buckley,  rock  singer,  bom 
August  1.  1966;  died  May  29. 
1997 


tion.  50:  Bjorn  Borg,  tennis 
player,  41;  Lord  Carrington. 
CH,  statesman,  78;  David 
Chipp,  former  editor-in-chief, 
Press  Association,  70:  Dame 
Ninette  de  Valois  CH, 
founder.  Royal  Ballet,  99; 
Chris  de  Souza,  broadcaster 
and  composer.  54;  Paul  Ess- 
wood.  counter-tenor,  55; 
Helen  Forrester,  novelist  78; 


BASSIST  Eddie  Jones, 
who  has  died  aged  68, 
was  that  rare  being,  a 
jazz-musician  who  ex- 
celled as  a performer  and  as  a 
manager  In  business.  Cele- 
brated for  hw  participation  in 
the  Count  Basie  Orchestra's 
finest  post-war  recordings, 
Jones  tried  unsuccessfully  to 
became  a session  player.  Dis- 
appointed In  this  objective 
due,  he  suspected  to  racism, 
Jones  joined  IBM  and  then 
became  a high-flying  com- 
puter manager  in  the  insur- 
ance industry. 

Ironically,  he  had  recently 
retired  from  his  business  role 
and  reverted  to  full-time  musi- 
cal activity,  bringing  his  con- 
siderable energies  and  enthu- 
siasm to  a variety  of 
bandstands.  On  tour,  in  Swit- 
zerland late  last  year,  he  be- 
came Dl  and  was  found  to  be 
suffering  from  cancer. 

Jones  was  brought  up  in 
Red  Bank,  New  Jersey,  and 
lived  close  to  the  Basie  family 
home,  although  the  older  man 
had  forgotten  this  by  the  time 
Jones  came  into  his  orchestra. 
He  took  up  the  double  bass  in 
1946  while  studying  at  Howard 
University  Music  School  in 
Washington  and  was  soon 
playing  fn  local  dubs  and  for 
the  university  big  band,  the 
Swingmasters.  Other  mem- 
bers included  tenor-saxophon- 
ists Benny  Golson  and  Frank 
Wess  and  trombonist  Bill 
Hughes,  the  latter  two  preced- 
ing Jones  into  the  Basle  band. 

Jones  left  Howard  to  leach 
music  in  Beaufort  South  Car- 
olina, from  1951-52,  but  was 
later  forced  to  take  up  work  in 


Mike  Getting,  cricketer,  39; 
A1  Grey,  jazz  trombonist  72; 
Iain  Hamilton,  composer,  75; 
Prof  Robert  Humphreys, 
Latin  American  historian,  90; 
Asif  Iqbal,  cricketer,  54; 
Lord  Kings  Norton,  chancel  - 
lor,  Cranfleid  Institute  of 
Technology,  95;  Tim  Llewel- 
lyn, broadcaster,  57;  Willie- 
John  McBride,  rugby  player, 


the  Washington  Post  Office  for 
a year,  continuing  to  play 
with  a trio  at  night.  He  went 
on  to  join  Sarah  Vaughan’s 
accompanying  group  before 
Wess  recommended  him  to 
Basie  in  August  1953. 

This  timing  was  propitious 
for  Basie’s  “comeback”  was 
underway  following  a period 
in  which  his  career  had  been 
becalmed.  His  Dance  Session 
aThrnn  mi  Norman  Granz’s 
Clef  label,  on  which  Jones 
played  his  foil  part,  received 
considerable  critical  and  pop- 
ular acclaim,  helping  to 
rebuild  interest  in  the  band. 
Jonas  brought  much-needed 
stability  to  the  rhythm  section 
and  Basie,  who  called  him 
“die  Professor",  dearly  val- 
ued his  powerful,  driving  bass 
lines,  similar  in  their  capacity 
to  achieve  swing  to  those  put 
down  by  his  mentor,  the  leg- 
endary Ray  Brown. 

British  audiences  first  saw 
his  talents  when  the  Basie 
Orchestra  toured  the  UK  in 
1957.  The  music  made  by  this 
“New  Testament”  group  was 
described  by  Max  Jones  in  the 
Melody  Maker  as  "a  glorious 
combination  of  swing,  full- 
blooded  orchestral  tone  and 
sheer  group  feeling".  It’s  hard 
to  forget  the  band’s  impact,  its 
glamour  and  dynamism,  and 
above  all  the  matchless  poise 
of  Its  rhythm  team  of  Basie, 
guitarist  Freddie  Greene, 
drummer  Sonny  Payne  and 
the  imposing,  smiling  figure 
of  bassist  Jones. 

Jones  performed  on  many 
splendid  Basie  recordings, 
among  them  The  Atomic  Mr 
Baste  and  April  in  Paris,  also 


57;  Marion  Mould,  show- 
jumper,  50;  Sir  Bryan  Nich- 
olson, chairman,  Riipa  for- 
mer president,  CBI,  65;  Dr 
Roth  Sanger,  haematologlst 
79;  Klaus  Tennstedt,  conduc- 
tor, 71;  Robert  Tyrrell,  chief 
executive,  Henley  Centre  for 
Forecasting,  46;  Frank 
Tyson,  cricketer,  57;  Billie 
Whitelaw.  actress,  65. 


Peter  Vadtor 


Edward  “Eddie”  Jones,  jazz 
bassist,  bom  March  1, 1929;  died 
May  31. 1997 


Jackdaw 


Love  scents 

MEN  and  women  often  smell 
different,  and  not  just  be- 
cause some  men  shower  or 
bathe  less  than  women. 

Even  assiduously  cleansed 
human  skin  generates  up  to 
300  lightweight  chemicals, 
which  steadily  drift  like  an 
invisible  personalised  halo 
into  the  surrounding  air. 
Most  are  difficult  to  detect 
existing  only  as  a few  isolated 
molecules,  but  a few  bang 
more  heavily.  These  are  the 
ones  that  cross  over  the 
threshold  into  the  lower 
levels  of  consciousness. 

At  moments  when  romance 
beckons,  there’s  a good 
chance  tbataman  will  be 


spraying  out  a fatty  chemical 
called  androstenol  from  his 
subcutaneous  blood  vessels, 
especially  those  located  in  his 
armpits.  This  isn’t  the  ammo- 
nia  vapour  you  get  from  un- 
washed clothes.  Rather, 
when  it’s  concentrated 
enough  [it]  is  usually  de- 
scribed as  having  an  enticing 
sandalwood-like  odour.  An- 
drostenol is  floating  over  to 
the  girl  by  your  side  at  levels 
too  low  for  her  to  notice  con- 
sciously. but  this  doesn't 
mean  it’s  having  no  effect 
Nasal  attraction,  in  GQ 
active. 

Trendy  treasure 

PICTURE  the  scene:  if  s a 
grim  wintry  Sunday  after- 
noon, thirty-five  years  from 
now.  We  are  deep  in  the  rural 
suburb  of  a major  city  (a  rare 
area  in  an  over-industrialised 
Britain  that  can  be  classed  as 

running  tele vision  show  is 
being  filmed.  The  pro- 
gramme, popular  viewing 
amongst  the  masses,  invites 
members  of  the  public  to 
bring  in.  and  have  subjected 
to  a valuation,  the  “old  junk" 


lying  around  the  home  or 
found  in  a loft  perhaps.  A 
team  of  experts  are  dotted 
about  the  Listed  building 
where  this  week’s  show  is  sit- 
uated. Here  is  an  early  exam- 
ple of  a home  comupoter 
from  the  late  20th  century; 
there  is  one  of  the  first  copies 
of  the  doomed  Today  news- 
paper, valued  at  thousands  of 
pounds.  And  so  the  show  goes 
on  as  the  experts  sift  through 
the  useless  overproduced 
junk,  to  discover  the  occa- 
sional thing  of  beauty  or  his- 
torical significance. 

Midway  through  the 
session,  the  television  cam- 
era pans  in  to  get  a shot  of  a 
rather  eccentric  looking 
middle-aged  man,  carrying  a 
very  large  and  heavy  looking 
brown  rucksack,  plenty  of 
oohs  and  ahhs  and.  the  mut- 
terings  of  excitement 
amongst  the  audience.  Sud- 
denly, in  one  swift  move,  the 
eccentric  lifts  his  Hag  up  High 
above  the  table  where  the 
expert  sits  and  wrenches  it 
open.  Hundreds  and  hun- 
dreds of  colourful  different 

shaped  and  sized  leaflets  rain 
down  onto  the  table  and  inm 
the  crowd.  One  would  expect 


the  antique  expert  to  be 
harassed  by  the  situation  and 
refuse  to  speak  with  such  a 
man,  and  initially  he  was 
shocked.  But  on  closer  in- 
spection of  a leaflet  he 
relaxes,  leans  back  In  his  seat 
and  smiles  reflectively.  “Ah 
an  early  example  of  a promo- 
tional flyer  from  the  summer 
of  love  In  1989,"  he  mutters  to 
nobody  in  particular. 

Dream  dance  magazine  looks 
Jbrward  to  the  Antiques  Road- 
show in  2032. 

Weaving  women 

WHEN  Pythagoras's  wife 
Theano  was  asked  how  she 
could  ever  become  as 
renowned  as  her  husband, 
she  replied,  quoting  the  Iliad, 
“by  plying  the  loom  and  shar- 
ing his  bed”.  In  the  Iliad  these 
words  are  spoken  by  Chry- 
seis,  the  young  woman  cap- 
tive who  became  Agamem- 
non’s favourite  concubine. 
The  ancients,  in  short,  seem 
not  to  have  thought  it  sur- 
prising that  the  wife  of  a 
famous  philosopher  in  the 
relatively  settled  world  of  the 
sixth  century  BC  demanded 
of  life  little  more  than  a wom- 


an captured  in  war  might 
expect  Aside  from  sex,  sleep- 
ing and  cooking,  weaving 
was  one  of  the  main  occupa- 
tions of  women  in  antiquity. 
Penelope  spends  her  waking 
hours  weaving,  and  it  is  for 
her  “skill  in  exquisite  work- 
manship" as  well  as  for  her 
extraordinary  intelligence 
that  her  suitors  want  her  for 
a bride.  Rich  or  poor,  slave  or 
free,  Greek  or  Egyptian,  an 
ancient  woman  would  spend 
most  of  her  life  spinning  and 
weaving,  since  doth  for  all 
family  needs  was  madeat 
home  from  start  to  finish. 
Women  of  the  cloth,  in  New 
York  Review  of  Books. 

Fast  food 

“CAN  I really  eat  this?"  I 
looked  mistrustfully  at  the 
dry  white  pulp  of  the  baobab 
fruit  Xau  was  offering.  Kan 
could  not  understand  my 
words,  but  laughed  at  my  evi- 
dent fear.  Taking  some  of  the 
fruit  and  earing  it  himself,  he 
smiled  encouragement  then 
nodded  approval  when  I 
took  some  and  began  to  chew. 


sauce  with  lemon.  The  morn- 
ing temperature  was  acceler- 
ating from,  early  cool  to  in- 
tense dry  heat  On  all  sides, 
stretched  bare  thorn  trees 
and  golden  grasses,  their  flat 
monotony  occasionally 
broken  by  ship-like  mono- 
lithic baobabs.  We  got  up 
again:  Fanzi.BoandXau.the 
three  JnVHoansi  hunters 
(they  pronounce  it 
"jumkwe”,  with  a click  on 
tiie  K),  shouldering  their 


oddly  reminiscent  oftartare  Traveller . . . bush  nosh 


heavy  loads  of  fresh-killed 
wildebeest  for  the  final 
march  back  to  the  village.  We 
had  followed  the  hunters - 
through  three  stalks  after 
three  antelopes.  Using  small 
bows  and  poison  arrows/they 
had  shot  at  two  huge  spiral- 
horned  kudu,  and  a small 
steen  bo  k.  about  the  size  of  an 
English  roedeer.  The  hunters 
had  come  up  on  the  game 
with  whatseemed  like  ridicu- 
lous ease,  tracking  with  only 
the  most  cursory  glances  at 
the  ground,  then  suddenly 
motioning  for  us  to  be  quiet 
and  signalling  to  each  other 
in  sign  language.  There  the 
animal  would  be,  unaware  of 
its  predators  and  grazing 
quietly  while  the  men  began 
their  stalk. 

Traveller  with  the  Ju’/Hoansi 
pushmen  of  Namibia. 

What  goes  round 

ONE  of  the  most  compelling 
elements  of  the  UFO  phenom- 
enon Is  the  amazing  way  the 
objects  observed  seem  to 
float,  hover  or  move  without 
the  aid  of  any  obvious  means 
of  propulsion.  It’s  hard  to 
think  of  a sighting  which  does 
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5,000 jobs 
plus  bonus 
from  Boots 


FINANCE  AND  ECONOMICS  15 


Roger  Cowa 


, OOTS  yesterday  gave 
another  big  bonus  to 
k shareholders  as  it  an- 
nounced a modest  in- 
crease in  profits  and  plans  to 
create  5,000  jobs,  but  the 
retailer  warned  of  the  costs 
and  risks  of  the  nuUennium 
“computer  timebomb”  and  a 
European  single  currency. 

Chairman  Sir  Michael 
Angus  said  300  staff  years 
would  be  required  to  rewrite 
computer  programs  not  origi- 
nally designed  to  handle  the 
advent  of  the  third  miUen- 
nium.  But  he  warned  that 
Boots  and  other  companies 
must  also  ensure  that  their 
suppliers  were  dealing  with 
the  issue. 

“You  can't  take  this  seri- 
ously enough,"  he  said.  “If 
you  don't  get  it  right  it  can 
have  a very  nasty  effect  on 
the  business.”  . 

The  cost  Of  amawHtng  the 
computer  software  is  put  at 
up  to  £10  million,  but  Sir 
Michael  warned  that  dealing 
with  the  introduction  of  the 
euro  could  cost  twice  as 
much. 

“If  it  does  come  about  it 
could  be  an  even  more  seri- 
ous issue  for  retailers,  who 
are  in  the  front  line  of  manag- 
ing the  transition  for  consum- 
ers." he  said.  "The  cost  could 
be  much,  much  more  than 
dealing  with  the  millen- 
nium." 

Sir  Michael  was  introduc- 
ing annual  results  which 
showed  the  Boots  group  had 
pushed  up  profits  by  12  per 
cent  to  £571  million,  despite 
continuing  losses  at  its  do-it- 
yourself  chains  Do  It  AH  and 
A G Stanley  and  heavy  invest- 
ment in  the  expanding 
Healthcare  division,  which 
markets  such  products  as 
Neurofen  and  Strepsfls. 

Boots  the  Chemist  contln- 


News  in  brief 


ues  to  be  the  mainstay  of  the 

group,  increasing  profits  by 
more  than  a tenth  to  £426  mil- 
lion. 

its  strong  performance  led 
the  company  to  announce  an- 
other handout  to  aharehriM- 
ers  in  the  form  of  a £400  mil- 
lion special  dividend.  This 
follows  two  share  buybacks 
over  the  past  three  years  and 
brings  the  total  paid  out  in 
addition  to  normal  dividends 
to  £1.7  billion. 

Chief  executive  Lard  Blytb 
said  the  repayment  was  a way 

of  boosting  shareholder  value 
and  Of  improving  the  finan- 
cial balance  of  the  business. 
But,  he  said,  it  left  ample  fi- 
nancial resources  to  invest  in 
the  business,  include  any  ac- 
quisitions he  might  want  to 
make. 

"We  will  continue  to  gener- 
ate surplus  cash,"  he 

Last  year  Boots  spent 
£220  million  on  napH-ai  invest- 
ment and  a further  £170  mil- 
lion on  acquisitions.  And  the 
company  has  ambitious  / ex- 
pansion plans,  both  in  this 
country  and  abroad. 

It  expects  to  open  40  new 
Boots  and  Halfords  stores 
each  year  for  the  next  few 
years,  creating  5,000  jobs  — 
mainly  In  out-of-town  stores 
— by  2000. 

Boots  the  Chemist  is  also 
exploring  overseas  locations. 
The  first  stares  will  open  this 
month  in  the  Netherlands  and 
Thailand,  and  the  company  is 
also  trying  to  find  a partner 
in  Japan. 

Lord  fityth  said  the  Do  It 
All  chain,  which  made  a loss 
of  £7  million  last  year,  would 
move  into  profit  next  year, 
but  there  was  no  prospect  of 
expansion.  Boots  is  still  try- 
ing to  sell.  22  of  the  65  stores 
identified  for  disposal  last 
June. 

‘1  am  proud  of  what  we 
have  achieved,  but  growth  is 
not  mi  the  agenda,”  he  said. 


Call  for  watchdogs 
to  be  streetwise 

THE  Government  is  urging  banks  and  financial  institutions  to 
follow  the  example  of  Wall  Street  and  second  its most 
"streetwise”  operators  to  the  new  beefed-up  City  watchdog. 

Helen  Liddell,  Economic  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  said  the 
all-purpose  regulator  would  need  an  Influx  of  the  brightest 
brains  In  the  Square  Mile  to  improve  the  standards  of  scrutiny . 
Speaking  at  an  Institute  ofEconomic  Affairs  seminar,  Mrs 
Liddell  said  of  the  reformed  Securities  andlnvestnaent  Board: 

“It  win  need  people  who  are  knowledgeable  and  streetwise.  This 
will  be  noaaftojrtiom.  SIB  can  use  your  smartest  and  strangest” 
The  minister  added  that  secondments  from  the  financial 
sector  were  routine  In  the  US  and  that  they  must  start  to  happen 
in  Britain.  — Larry  Elliott 
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The  Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  Eddie  George  (centre),  with  members  of  the  monetary  policy  committee  meeting  for  first  time  yesterday 

Plea  for  interest  rate  freeze 


dun  lotto  Beamy 


INDUSTRY  leaders  called 
on  the  Bank  of  England 
to  hold  fire  on  raising  In- 
terest rates  yesterday  as 
retailers  reported  a dip 
in  sales  growth  in  May. 

The  Confederation  of  Brit- 
ish Industry  said  that  with 
the  Budget  less  than  a month 
away,  the  Bank's  monetary 
policy  committee,  which  met 
for  the  first  time  yesterday, 
could  leave  Interest  rates  on 
hold.  The  Bank  will  announce 
its  decision  at  midday  today. 
The  confederation's  asso- 


ciate director  of  economic 


analysis,  Sudhir  Janankar, 
said  the  CBI  expected  the 
Budget  to  contain  £2-3  billion 
of  personal  tax  increases 
which  would  put  the  brakes 
on  the  economy’s  growth. 
"There  is  a danger  that,  an 
early  interest  rate  rise  win 
push  up  the  pound  further,” 
he  said. 

TTn veiling  the  CBTs  May 
survey  of  the  distributive 
trades  sector.  Mr  Janankar 
said:  "The  survey  shows 
there  may  have  been  some 
slowdown  last  month  but  the 
underlying  message  is  one  of 
continued  steady  growth  ac- 


companied by  quite  weak 
price  pressures." 

Dharshini  David,  from 
HSBC  Markets,  said  the  sur- 
vey provided  a timely 
reminder  to  the  Monetary 
Policy  Committee  that  while 
consumer  activity  is  buoyant, 
inflation  pressures  in  the 
high  street  remain  subdued. 

But  many  analysts  thought 
the  survey  was  unlikely  to 
stop  UK  base  rates  rising. 
Keith  Davies,  from  4Cast, 
said:  "It  is  unlikely  that  the 
prospect  of  one  month's  weak 
sales  data  will  prevent  the 
Bank-dominated  committee 
raising  rates  — especially 


given  the  Governor’s  worries 
that  domestic  demand  will  be 
ftirther  boosted  by  demutuali- 
sation windfall  payments 
later  in  the  month.” 

The  Bank  is  still  forecast- 
ing that  inflation  will  be 
above  its  target  level  in  two 
years. 

Retailers'  sales  expecta- 
tions over  the  month  were 
disappointed  by  a surprising 
slow  down  in  consumer 
spending.  Some  46  per  cent  of 
retailers  reported  Increased 
sales  volumes,  while  25  per 
cent  said  they  were  down, 
leaving  a positive  balance  of 
21  per  cent  reporting  growth 


last  month  — the  lowest  level 
since  October  1995. 

Footwear,  furniture  and 
carpet  stores  had  a poor 
month  which  dragged  the 
overall  balance  down.  All 
other  sectors  reported 
growth. 

Despite  the  surprise  fall  in 
the  growth  of  overall  activity 
last  month,  Alastair  Eperon. 
chairman  of  the  CBTs  distrib- 
utive trades  survey  panel, 
said  that  underlying  sales 
remain  firmly  on  an  upward 
track.  “Retailers  are  optimis- 
tic about  business  over  the 
short  term.” 

The  CBI  anticipates  that 


building  society  windfalls 
will  inject  some  verve  Into 
consumer  spending  later  on 
this  year. 

They  are  forecasting  that 
consumers  will  spend  about 
£4  billion  of  the  £28  billion 
bonus. 

Mr  Eperon  said  that  the 
easing  in  annual  price  In- 
creases was  good  news  for  the 
inflation  outlook  and 
reflected  Intense  competition 
among  retailers. 

Price  increases  were  at 
their  lowest  level  last  month 
since  August  1995  and  are 
well  below  their  long  run 
average. 


Too  torrid  for  widows  and  orphans 


Outlook 


Tony  May 


Hambro  bullish  after  dip 

HAMBRO'S  Insurance  services  division  yesterday  defended  a 
downturn  in  profits  and  insisted  that  the  underiyingperihnnance 
was  positive.  Announcing  preliminary  results,  maitt®lngdirec- 
torNicholas  Page  said  there  was  a2  per  emit  fen  in  pre-tax  profits 
in  1996  while  earnings  per  share  fell  6 per  cent  and  dividends  were 
unchanged. 

But  he  said  the  previous  year’s  results  were  boosted  by  “the 
windfall  profits  from  Caribbean  hurricanes"  as  the  firm’s  loss 
adjustment  work  responded  to  more  and  bigger  claims. 

He  said:  “We  expert  further  underlying  progress  to  our  main 
operations,  including  substantial  expansion  in  our  UK  loss  adjust- 
ing operation  and  continuing  diversification  of  the  services  we 
offer,  with  particular  emphasis  cm  general  assistance  areas." 

Hambro  Assistance,  the  branch  of  the  group  which  supplies 
insurers  with  expert,  24-bour  helplines,  contributed  40  per  cent  to 
last  year’s  profits.  Mr  Page  said  the  company  was  focusing  on 
expanding  these  activities  because  it  believed  this  was  the  most 
likely  area  to  grow  new  business.  Mr  Page  said  another  cause  cf 
the  fell  in  profits  was  a 3040 per  cent  Increase  in  calls  vtdume  with 
the  result  that  extra  staffhad  to  be  employed.  — Sarah  Ryle 


Bank  unions  strike  ballot 

BANKING  unions  BifU  and  Unifi  will  today  ballot  Barclays  staff 
for  a “sustained”  strike  over  the  bank's  plans  to  freeze  pay  and 
pension  contributions,  despite  reporting  profits  of  £235  blllicBa 
earlier  this  year.  About  60  percent  oFBardflys1 55,000 staff  could 

suffer  an  immediate  loss,  the  unions  daimetL  They  aUege  the 

bank  also  intends  to  scrap  the  annual  25  per  cent  Christmas 
bonus  which  is  guaranteed  by  tbeir  current  employment  con- 
tracts.— Richard  MUes 


Mirror  Group 

IN  YESTERDAY'S  Notebook  we  may  have  inadvartenfiyaJjg- 


involved  in  the  DTI  investigation  into  an  alleged  share  support 
operation  by  Robert  Maxwell  at  tte  time  oflteMfera 
flotation.  This  was  not  the  case  and  we  apologise  if  thtetmpiica- 
tion  was  drawn. 


Real  Time  Share 

Prices  Direct  from  the  Stock  Exchange 
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To  listen  to  a real  time  share  price  press  the 
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PILE3NGTON  employees 
have  long  been  an  en- 
dangered species  but 
things  are  going  to  get  very 
nasty  indeed  for  them  in  the 
next  12  months  as  the  glass 
maker  struggles  for  recovery. 
Its  solution  has  been  to  cut 
costs  fest  and  deep  and  that 
means  jobs. 

Five  years  ago,  when  the 
group  had  vigorously  shed 
jobs  and  thought  with  sales  of 
£2.6  billion  that  it  was  recov- 
ering from  recession.  It  stiff 
had  nearly  54,000  employees. 
Now  sales  are  £2JJ  billion  but 
employees  are  down  to  38,000, 
8,000  in  the  UK. 

In  that  five  years  the  group 
has  spent  £190  million  in  re- 
structuring charges  and 
shareholders  must  be  won- 
dering to  what  end.  Profits 
then  were  £100  million  and 
now  are  £132  million,  exclud- 
ing exceptional  items. 

The  City  has  given  its  ver- 
dict and  shares  have  fellen  44 
per  cent  since  the  board 


Underside 


Dan  Atkinson 
in  Lisbon 


Lusitania  welcomes 
the  world  firand  sum- 
mit the  son  is  shining, 
the  sardines  are  ng 
and  the  swindle-busters  are 
gathered  in  a far-flung  cor- 
ner of  a technical  college  up 
near  the  airport. 

It  is  a crazy  gig,  everyone 
is  here:  HM  Customs, 
South-east  Regional  Crime 
Squad,  South  African 
police.  National  Criminal 
Intelligence  Service  and  the 
Anti-Corruption  Agency  of 
Malaysia. 

Up  for  discussion:  fraud 

In  cyberspace,  that  hard-to- 
reach  place  on  the  edge  of 
reality  (rather  like  the  con- 
ference centre).  On  the  face 
of  it,  any  country  boasting 

a major  ftwawrinl  institu- 
tion called  Holy  Ghost 
Bank  ought  to  be  a natural 
as  host  tor  a clean-up-com- 
merce convention. 

Alas,  the  Economist 
chose  this  week  to  blow  the 
whistle  on  “surreptitious” 
charging  by  profit-starved 
Portuguese  banks  (Banco 
Esplrlto  Santo  not  in- 
cluded). Tactfully,  this 
crookery  Is  not  mentioned 
at  the.  summit. 

NOR  Is  the  feet  that  toe 
country,  where  souve- 
nir shops  close  for 
Tnnnh,  has  yet  to  feel  the 
foil  force  of  the  free-maAet 
revolution.  They’re  trying, 
though-  Portugal’s  electric- 
ity industry  is  shaping  up 
tor  privatisation,  the  big- 
gest state  sen-off  In  the  ■ 
country's  history. 

Not  everyone  wants  a 


asked  shareholders  for 
£300  million  In  a rights  issue 
in  19%.  The  share  price  Is  61 
per  cent  down  an  Its  1987  peak 
when  shareholders  decided  to 
stick  with  the  board  rather 
than  accept  a bid  from  BTR. 

Pflktngton  two  weeks  ago 
threw  its  City  critics  the  head 
of  chief  executive  Roger  Le- 
verton,  after  three  profit 
warnings  in  a year,  though  it 
paid  him  £1,  million 
compensation. 

Mr  Leverton’s  crime  was  to 
have  cut  costs  too  slowly  and 
his  successor,  Paolo  Scaroni. 
has  pledged  to  slash  the 
group’s  £1  billion  a year  of 
fixed  costs.  His  plan  reverses 
group  policy  in  key  areas. 

PiTktngton  tried  to  intro- 
duce value  added  products  to 
lessen  its  vulnerability  as  a 
commodity  business  at  the 
mercy  of  its  markets. 

Mr  Scaroni  will  need  until 
the  autumn  to  decide  whether 
to  sell  or  dose  many  of  the  220 
downstream  plants  in  Europe 
which  make  homely  stuff  like 
doors,  mirrors  and  double 
glaring.  These  companies  use 
70  per  cent  of  PtUtington’s 
float  glass  output  but  compete 
with  its  own  customers  in  the 
glazing  trade. 


piece  of  the  action,  how- 
ever: Portugal’s  Commu- 
nist Party,  campaigning 
with  hammer-and-sickle 
flags  and  stirring  music, 
doesn’t  seem  overly  sup- 
portive of  the  sale. 

And  it  isn't  just  new  eco- 
nomics but  also  new  tech- 
nology that  is  less  than 
firmly  grounded.  Hardly 
had  the  frand-on-th e-Net 
summit  begun  to  roll  than  a 
disconcerting  message 
glowed  on  the  screen  next 
to  the  speakers:  “desconex- 
i6n  5 miuutos”. 

NOT  that  there  was 
much  chance  of  dis- 
connecting Britain’s 
own  Professor  Ian  Angell, 
whose  half-hour  tour  de 
force  predicted  a dark  age  in 
which  a problem-solving 
glite  will  roam  free,  and 
“disemployed”  masses  will 
huddle  for  shelter.  Lam- 
basting “bleeding-heart  lib- 
erals”, democracy  (a  creed 
for  losers)  and  govern- 
ments (“legitimate  orga- 
nised crime”),  the  Prof  de- 
clared that  sltmmed-down 

virtual  companies  will  do 
as  they  please:  “They  can 
really  shaft  troublesome 
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The  plan  is  to  focus  on  the 
float  glass  businesses  in  conti- 
nental Europe,  where  same 
plants  have  been  operating  at 
30  per  cent  capacity.  The  Im- 
mediate crisis  is  in  Germany, 
where  prices  felT  20  per  cent 
last  year  to  wipe  £125  million 
off  sales  and  eclipse  cost  cuts 
of  £70  million—  some  £20  mil- 
lion more  than  inflation. 

Finance  director  Andrew 
Robb  said  PiDangton  had  fell- 
ed to  hold  on  to  all  of  a 20  per 
cent  rise  in  prices  imposed  in 
April  but  this  summer 
planned  to  raise  the  prices  of 
glass  for  building  products  by 
8 per  cent. 

- Some  analysts  see  a torrid 
year  ahead.  "This  Is  not  a 

stock  for  widows  and  orphans 
but  there  are  funds  out  there 
who  invest  for  the  long  term. 
You’ve  got  to  forget  the  next 
12  months.  On  that  basis 
there  is  value  present,”  said 
Credit  Lyonnais  Laing’s 
Michael  Ruby.  Others  hope 
that  as  business  volumes  pick 
up  price  rises  might  stick. 
The  group  has  already  taken 
a charge  of  £40  million . to 
cover  anticipated  asset  write- 
downs and  1,000  redundancies 

— with  Mr  Scaroni’s  new  cuts 
yet  to  come. 


workers.  They  don’t  even 
have  to  look  them  In  the 
eye  — they  can  fire  them  by 
e-mail.” 

No  chance  of  Prof  Angell 
suffering  such  a fete,  we  are 
happy  to  report.  This 
prophet  of  flesh-tearing  glob- 
alisation tflkm  pre- 
caution of  employment  In 
that  heartland  of  overman- 
ning, deficit  financing  and — 
yep  — bleeding-heart  liberal- 
ism, London  University. 

Elsewhere,  skeletons 
tumbled  from  cup- 
boards. Aart  Bloem- 
heuveL  a former  Nether- 
lands police  commissioner, 
admitted:  *‘I  have  done 
many  stupid  tilings  in  my 
life”,  and  went  on  to  relate 
one  of  than. 

During  an  attachment  to 
the  Dutch  embassy  in  Bang- 
kok in  the  mid-1980s,  he 
was  asked  to  mind  a distin- 
guished English  visitor, 
Peter  Gabriel.  What,  asked 
non-swinging  Aart,  did 
Mower  Gabriel  do  for  a liv- 
ing? A singer,  replied  the 
multi-millionaire  enter- 
tainment phenomenon. 
“Any  success?”  asked  Aart. 

BACK  to  Lisbon,  the 
world’s  most  terrify- 
ing motorists  — they 
make  Parisian  drivers  look 
like  the  elite  squadron  of 
the  Royal  Society  for  the 
Prevention  of  Accidents  — 
felled  to  score  any  direct 
hits  on  the  fraadbusters. 

Portugal  has  Europe's 
highest  road-accident  rate, 
with  major  roads  such  as 
the  Al  (Norte)  and  the  Mar- 
ginal particularly  danger- 
ous. But  don’t  worry:  each 
tasl  carries  a plate  on  the 
dashboard  informing  pas- 
sengers that,  under  a de- 
cree of  1994,  wearing  seat- 
belts  is  their  responsibility. 
Touching,  eh? 


Foster’s  restructuring  raises 
doubt  about  Entrepreneur 


fan  fdng 


AROUND  a third  of  Fos- 
ter’s. possibly  Austra- 
lia's best  known  brew- 
ery, is  set  to  fell  into  foreign 
hands  after  a share  restruc- 
turing announced  yesterday. 

Poster’s,  which  owned  Brit- 
ish brewing  group  Courage 
until  two  years  ago,  will  also 
Spend  A$625  million  (£292  mil- 
lion) on  a share  buyback. 

The  restructuring  raises 
questions  about  the  future  of 
Inntrepreneur,  the  chain  of 

some  2,900  British  pubs 
jointly  owned  by  Foster’s  and 
GrandMet  each  has  the  right 
to  buy  the  other’s  stake. 

It  had  been  assumed  that 
GrandMet  planned  to  sell  its 
stake  in  Inntrepreneur,  if  and 
when  its  £23  billion  merger 
with  Guinness  goes  through, 
while  Foster's  has  said  it  no 
longer  regards  Inntrepreneur 
as  a core  business. 

Inntrepreneur  said  yester- 
day that  both  its  owners 
remained  committed  to 
retaining  the  business,  insist- 
ing that  neither  was  looking 
to  sell  nntil  they  could 
achieve  the  best  value  for 
their  shareholders. 


Under  the  terms  of  the 
restructuring  Foster’s  biggest 
shareholder,  the  Australian 
mining  company  Broken  Hill 
Proprietory,  has  agreed  to  sell 
back  its  36.5  per  cent  stake 
which  is  worth  just  under 
Af  1.8  billion. 

Broken  Hill,  whose  board 
representatives  will  resign 
from  Foster’s  board,  has  al- 
ready sold  86  per  cent  of  its 
holding  In  the  market.  The 
rest  of  the  stake  will  be  of- 
fered to  its  shareholders. 

Asahi,  the  Japanese  brewer 
which  is  Foster’s  second  big- 
gest shareholder,  has  also 
agreed  to  sell  its  13.8  per  cent 
stake,  most  of  which  will  be 
bought  back  by  Foster's. 

Ted  Kunkel,  chairman  of 
Foster’s,  said  the  shake-up 
was  evidence  of  the  group's 
plans  to  enhance  shareholder 
value.  At  the  end  of  the  share 
buyback  and  the  auction  of 
Broken  Hill's  remaining 
shares,  foreign  investors 
would  control  around  one- 
third  of  Foster’s. 

Mr  Kunkel  said  he  had  "no 
problem”  with  brewers  like 
Miller  or  Molson  of  Canada, 
in  which  Foster’s  has  a 40  per 
cent  stake,  taking  a share- 
holding in  the  group. 


Guardian  Crossword  No  20,983 


Set  by  Janus 


Across 


1 Rsh  having  one  spot  on  the 
outside  (S) 

4 Remains  mine  though  under 

flie  (3-3) 

g Wheel-chair  wtth  unsound 
bearing  (7,8) 

10  Writer  who  set  out  to  catch 
fish?  p) 

11  Bird  that  has  to  af^hf  on  a 
bar(B) 

12  One  who  hopes  to  do  a 
book  on  Paris  perhaps  (8) 

14  Flag  of  green  signification 

(6) 

15  Plain  medicine  (Q) 

18  Pungent  roots  providing 
food  for  artillery?  (8) 

21  Declaiming  second 
thoughts  about  trip  (8) 

22  Expression  on  board  ship 
for  weapons  (6) 


24  Fewer  and  less  effective 
pain-killers  are  prescribed 
(8.7) 

25  Condition  of  back  part  of 
fleet  at  sea  (6) 

20  Just  depend  on  me  (G) 

Down 


1 Writer  with  a strange  set  of 
household  gods  (7) 

2 Proverb  of  modem  tfma  (5) 

3 Sound  artist  attributed  to 
wild  fancy  (7) 

5 Odd  way  to  move  around  (7) 

6 Writes  tediously  about 
border-flowers  (9) 

7 Following  labelling  (7) 

6 Fur  returned  to  the  French 
firm  (6) 

13  It  Is  unwise  to  be  saucy 
about  king  (9) 

16  Churchman  supporting  one 
politician  on  strike  (7) 


CROSSWORD  SOLUTION  20^82 


17  It  is  let  out  perhaps  to 
superior  person  (7) 

18  Look  on  with  affection  (6) 

19  Speaker  with  outside 
employment  (7) 

20  Led  astray  by  having  to  rely 
perhaps  on  the  oW  (7) 

23  Band-leader  in  more 
crooked  game  (5) 

Solution  tomorrow 


T?  Stuck?  Than  caS  our  solutions  line 
on  0801  338  339,  Calls  cost  GDp 
per  minute  at  all  times.  Service  sup- 
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Tough  on  cons,  tough  on  the  causes  of  cons 


Cowboy  directors  face  high  noon  in 
the  boardroom,  reports  JULIA  FINCH 


CONSUMER  affairs 
minister  Nigel  Grif- 
fiths yesterday  de- 
clared war  on  rogue 
company  directors,  saying 
there  was  no  place  for 
chancers”. 

The  Initiative  bears  the 
hallmarks  of  the  new  Govern- 
ment — "from  its  very  un- 
Whitehall  title,  Griffiths  goes 
gunning  against  cowboy  Di- 
rectors, to  its  promise  to 
name  and  shame  errant  direc- 
tors and  even  publishing 
their  home  addresses. 

Mr  Griffith  urged  consum- 


Griffiths: racy  initiative 


ers  and  companies  who  have 
been  conned  not  to  be  embar- 
rassed at  their  Foolishness  but 
to  admit  they  had  been 
fleeced  and  come  forward 
with  details  of  those  involved. 

He  promised:  “We  will  do 
our  very  best  to  bring  to  jus- 
tice the  perpetrators  of  these 
scams.” 

For  a Department  of  Trade 
and  Industry  minister  to  use 
words  Like  “chancers",  “cow- 
boys'' and  “scams"  would 
have  been  unheard  of  a 
month  ago.  But  the  Labour 
Government  is  keen  to  blow 


away  any  cobwebs  left  in  the 
corridors  of  power  and  street 
language  sounds  so  much 
tougher. 

Mr  Griffiths  is  going  to  be 
tough  on  cons  and  tough  an 
the  causes  or  cons  — and 
make  sure  people  know  how 
well  he  is  doing  by  holding 
regular  news  conferences. 

His  determination  to  drive 
cowboys  out  of  business  was 
revealed  as  new  figures 
showed  the  number  of  people 
disqualified  from  running 
companies  has  reached  a re- 
cord level. 

The  Insolvency  Service,  a 
government  agency,  obtained 
disqualification  orders 
against  1,040  directors  in  the 
year  ending  March  31  1997  — 


up  43  per  cent  on  the  previ- 
ous year.  In  the  first  three 
i months  of  year  the  num- 
| ber  of  directors  banned 
1 jumped  from  219  to  313. 

The  increases  are  the  result 
of  talks  between  the  Insol- 
! vency  Service  and  the  courts 
to  speed  up  the  disqualifica- 
tion process. 

Mr  Griffiths  said:  ‘The  In- 
solvency Service  has  cer- 
tainly ‘imped  the  ante*  but  I 
want  to  ram  homa  the  mes- 
sage to  all  directors.  My  mes- 
sage to  people  who  are  rip- 
ping off  consumers  is  that 
there  is  no  place  for  you  in 
British  business.” 

He  said  he  was  particularly 
concerned  about  the  “phoe- 
nix” directors  who  rise  from 


Nationwide  faces  campaign  to  turn  it  into  bank 


Halifax  flotation  exposes  City’s  IT  weaknesses 


Rebels 


fight  to 


mutuals 


Strain 
tells  on 


Richard  UDm 


THE  City  yesterday 
showed  the  strains  of 
the  Halifax's  £18  billion 
flotation  when  the  share 
settlement  system  crashed  for 
seven  hours,  delaying  pay- 
ments to  stockbrokers. 

Although  Crest  Co,  the  man- 
ager of  tiie  electronic  settle- 
ment service,  said  the  col- 
lapse was  unrelated  to  the 
Halifax’s  stock  market  debut 
on  Monday,  brokers  claimed 
the  timing  “was  unlikely  to 
have  been  a coincidence”. 

The  incident  will  embar- 
rass CrestCo,  which  had  as- 
sured the  City  and  private  in- 
vestors that  the  system  would 
be  able  to  cope  with  the  larg- 
est stock  issue  in  British  his- 
tory which  created  more  than 
25  billion  shares. 

Crest  was  due  to  come  on 
line  at  450  yesterday  morn- 
ing, but  a series  of  overnight 
technical  problems  meant  it 
did  not  become  fhlly  opera- 
tional until  lL30am.  In  the 
meantime,  stockbrokers  were 
left  in  the  dark,  as  CrestCo  , 
failed  to  offer  any  explanation 
nntii  much  later. 

As  a result  of  the  computer 
failure,  payments  on  share 
transactions  were  not  made 
until  after  4pm,  too  late  for 
the  money  to  be  banked.  Most 
stockbrokers  said  they  would 
pay  clients  from  their  own 
pockets,  but  there  were  fears 
some  smaller  players  might 
delay  the  distribution  of  cash. 

One  executive  from  a tele- 
phone-based stockbroker 
said:  “CrestCo  refused  to  say 
what  the  problem  was  for  so 
long  we  all  began  to  worry.” 

Paul  Symons  of  CrestCo  in- 
sisted the  system  crash  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  Halifax 
listing  even  though  6471011- 
lion  Halifax  shares  Changed 
hands  on  Monday,  equivalent 
to  a normal  day's  business. 
“It  was  a manual  clerical  pro- 
cess that  caused  the  difficul- 
ties,” he  raid. 

Merrill  Lynch,  the  Halifax’s 
broker,  sought  to  avoid  prob- 
lems by  insisting  buyers  sub- 
mit their  orders  on  paper. 

Business  win  be  heavy  for 
CrestCo  all  summer.  Insurer 
Norwich  Union  Intend  ft  to 
issue  two  billion  shares  on 
Jane  16  and  the  Woolwich 
floats  in  July. 


Teresa  Hunter 


REBEL  Nationwide 
members  yesterday 

launched  a campaign 

for  control  of  Brit- 
ain’s largest  building  society 
with  a challenge  which  could 
trigger  an  auction  for  the 
mortgage  lender  and  sound  a 
death-knell  for  the  rest  of  the 
industry. 

The  five  rebels  are  chal- 
lenging next  month’s  elec- 
tions to  the  Nationwide  board 
in  an  attempt  to  force  the 
society  to  convert  to  a hank 
and  release  free  share  wind- 
falls worth  £1,000  to 
customers. 

If  successful,  they  plan  to  go 
on  and  challenge  the  boards 
of  all  the  remaining  mutuals. 

Potential  building  society 
predators  are  watching  from 
the  sidelines  with  Interest 
The  Prudential  is  still  shop- 
ping for  a society,  despite  its 
takeover  of  Scottish  Amica- 
ble, and  sources  close  to  the 
company  believe  it  could 
launch  a bid  for  the  Nation- 
wide if  the  rebels  win  and  its 
commitment  to  mutuality  is 
abandoned. 

According  to  rebel  leader 
Michael  Hardem:  “If  a major- 
ity of  members  vote  for  wind- 
falls, mutuality  will  not  sur- 
vive into  the  next  mil- 
lennium." 

But  Nationwide’s  chief  ex- 
ecutive. Dr  Brian  Davis, 
stressed  that  the  board 
remained  strongly  committed 
to  mutuality.  “We  are  not 
complacent  about  this  chal- 
lenge to  the  board,  but  we  are 
confident  we  can  persuade 
our  members  that  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  free  shares  and 
there  is  always  a price  to 
pay,”  he  said. 

Nearly  4 million  Nation- 
wide members  will  next  week 
receive  ballot  forms  asking 
them  to  vote  for  five  new 
board  members.  The  board  is 


asking  them  to  vote  for  its 
preferred  candidates,  includ- 
ing the  society's  commercial 
and  marketing  director  Philip 
Williamson,  retail  operations 
director  Stuart  Beraau  and 
three  non-executive  directors. 

AH  five  candidates  support 
the  board's  strategy  for  the 
Nationwide  to  continue  as  the 
world’s  biggest  building 
society. 

But  the  five  rebels  believe 
the  society’s  members  should 
be  allowed  to  decide  whether 
or  not  the  Nationwide 
remains  a building  society. 

Rebel  member  and  retired 
funeral  consultant  George 
Jones  said:  “We  believe  we 
are  closer  to  the  members’ 
feelings.  Today's  board  is 
composed  of  professional 
managers  for  whom  the  goal 
of  being  the  world’s  biggest 
society  has  obscured  their 
duty  to  members  — the 
owners.  They  are  not  repre- 
sentative of  ordinary  mem- 
bers and  are  out  of  touch  with 
ordinary  folk.” 

The  high-profile  launch  of 
the  challenge  was  under- 
mined by  the  absence  of  two 
of  the  rebels.  However, 
whether  customers  will  sup- 
port their  challenge  remains 
to  be  seen. 

The  Nationwide  could  find 
itself  a takeover  target  if  it 
was  forced  to  rethink  Its  posi- 
tion. Potential  society  preda- 
tors, such  as  the  Pru,  HSBC 
and  Australian  and  Canadian 
hanko,  appear  to  have  dis- 
counted any  approaches  to 
the  Woolwich  and  Alliance  & 

Leicester  because  of  the  pre- 
mium the  flotations  have 
placed  on  the  businesses. 

Windfall  fever  is  continu- 
ing to  mount  as  city  book- 
makers predict  that  Norwich 
Union  shares  could  open  at 
345p,  well  above  the  2-ttJp  to 
290p  range  originally  fore- 
cast. Bookmaker  IG  index  es- 
timates average  share  wind-  Privateers  ahoy. . .Michael  Hardem  leads  colleagues  George  Jones  and  Andrew  Martin  on 
falls  will  be  worth  £1,500.  to  the  Golden  Hind  replica  in  London  to  publicise  their  campaign  photograph  sean  smith 


Ethical  audits  ‘can 
help  avoid  pitfalls’ 


BT  in  tussle  over  schools*  Net  link 


Roger  Cows 


BUSINESS  leaders  were 
told  yesterday  by  a 
leading  consultant  that 
they  should  undertake  ethical 
audits  as  highly  effective 
management  tools. 

Sheena  Carmichael,  a direc- 
tor of  the  Ethos  consultancy, 
told  a meeting  at  the  Royal 
Society  for  Arte  that  such  au- 
dits could  unearth  fraud  and 
other  “vulnerabilities”  by  giv- 
ing employees  and  other 
stakeholders  a voice. 

“They  are  the  ones  with  in- 
timate knowledge  of  the  day- 
today  operations  of  organisa- 
tions. who  know  what's  really 
going  on.  They  know  what  the 
true  values  are.  and  what  be- 
haviour really  gets  reward- 
ed." she  said. 

Ms  Carmichael  told  the 
RSA  Forum  for  Ethics'  in  the 
Workplace  that  ethical  audits 
were  the  only  means  by 
which  managers  could  find 
out  what  was  really  happen- 
ing in  their  organisations. 

At  the  very  least,  they 
should  consider  the  exercise 
as  a defence  against  surprise 
exposure  of  problems.  “Wise 


managers  will  want  to  find 
out  for  themselves  what  ethi- 
cal pitfalls  they  may  be  facing 
before  someone  else  tells 
them  about  the  problem.” 

She  argued  that  such  inves- 
tigations also  benefit  share- 
holders and  consumers. 
“They  will  benefit  immeasur- 
ably from  the  ability  fhlly  to 
compare  companies  before  in- 
vesting in  them  or  buying 
from  them.  Society,  too,  will 
benefit:  openness  is  the  basis 
of  public  confidence  in  the 
corporate  system.” 

Body  Shop,  meanwhile,  fol- 
lowed up  last  year's  first  ethi- 
cal audit  with  an  interim 
report  accompanying  its 
annual  financial  statement. 
Progress,  it  says,  includes  es- 
tablishment of  a franchise  ad- 
visory board  to  improve  rela- 
tions with  franchisees,  some 
of  whom  are  taking  legal 
action  against  the  company. 

On  the  Community  Trade 
programme,  previously 
known  as  Trade  Not  Aid, 
Body  Shop  reveals  that  it 
bought  fewer  raw  materials 
last  year  from  “communities 
In  need”.The  number  of 
active  suppliers  has  grown 
from  19  to  22,  in  13  countries. 


Nicholas  Bannister 
and  Michael  White 


BRITISH  Telecom  is 
locked  in  a tussle  with 
the  Government  over 
detailed  implementation  of 
Tony  Blair’s  1995  pledge  to 
create  a partnership  that 
would  link  schools,  hospi- 
tals and  libraries  to  the  in- 
formation superhighway 

free  of  charge. 

In  retur  n BT  would  get 
the  right  to  offer  entertain- 
ment TV  services  through 
its  phones  lines,  banned  by 
the  Conservatives  to  help 
cable  companies  challenge 
BTs  dominance. 

It  emerged  yesterday  that 
BT  is  to  offer  Internet  links 
to  Britain’s  24,000  schools 
provided  its  new  proposals 
are  approved  by  the  indus- 
try regulator.  Don  Craick- 
sbank. 

But  Trade  Secretary  Mar- 
garet Beckett  has  said  the 
ban  will  not  be  lifted  until 
it  is  clearer  what  BT  is  go- 
ing to  contribute  to  the 
superhighway  project. 

Last  night  Downing 
Street  described  the  move 
as  "the  first  step”  to  flilfill. 
ing  the  Blair  pledge  as 


schools  are  wired  to  the  In- 
ternet via  ISDN  line;.  Be- 
cause cable  Anns  were  also 
involved  there  was  no  ques- 
tion of  a “sweetheart”  deal, 
a spokesman  said. 

The  BT  proposals,  which 
rely  upon  existing  technol- 
ogy, fall  well  short  of  the 
group’s  1995  offer  to  Mr 
Blair  to  link  all  schools, 
hospitals  and  libraries  to 
the  information  superhigh- 
way free  of  charge. 

A BT  spokeswoman  said 
the  group  had  put  together 


a number  of  packages 
which  would  meet  schools’ 
demand  for  low  charges, 
low  connection  costs  and 
predictable  bills.  Mr 
Craiekshank,  director-gen- 
eral of  Oftei,  said  he  would 
push  forward  BT*s  propos- 
| als.  “I  want  to  move  as 
quickly  as  possible  so  bet- 
ter services  for  schools  are 
I not  delayed,”  he  said. 

! “We  must  ensure  that 
i schools  get  the  service  they 
need  at  a price  they  can  af-  i 
ford.  But  we  also  need  to 


Price  cut  claims  don’t  ring  true 


MOST  of  British  Telecom’s 
20.4  million  residential 
customers  have  had  little  ben- 
efit from  price  cuts  over  the 
past  six  years,  according  to  a 
report  published  yesterday  by 
Oftei,  the  industry  regulator, 
writes  Nicholas  Bannister . 

Oftei  said  bumness  custom- 
ers and  high-spending  resi- 
dential customers  had  done 
well  out  of  the  reduced  cost  of 
BTs  standard  services. 

But  80  per  cent  of  residen- 
tial customers  had  seen  prices 
come  down  by  just  over  l per 
cent  before  taking  account  of ; 


BTs  light  user  scheme.  With 
the  scheme,  the  figure  rises  to 
just  over  20  per  cent 

Mr  Cruickshank  said  his 
latest  price  regime,  which 
comes  into  effect  at  the  begin- 
ning of  August  will  concen- 
trate on  delivering  lower 
prices  for  residential  custom- 
ers. 

BT  said:  “We  are  glad  to 
note  that  Oftei  recognises  that 
all  residential  customers,  ir- 
respective of  bill  size,  have 
seen  a fall  in  their  bills, 
which  is  no  mean  achieve- 
ment" 


make  sore  that  they  have  a 
choice  of  services. 

“It  will  also  be  important 
for  all  schools  in  the  UK  to 
be  able  to  benefit  from  ac- 
cess to  high  speed  net- 
works, with  no  have-nots." 

The  cable  companies 
have  introduced  a special 
package  which  broadly 
gives  schools  unlimited  In- 
ternet access  at  an  annnal 
cost  of  £l  per  pupil.  Bat 
their  networks,  even  when 
complete,  will  not  match 
ST’S  countrywide  coverage. 

BT  refused  to  give  details 
of  its  proposals,  bat  said 
the  services  could  be  avail- 
able in  time  for  the  autumn 
term  If  they  were  approved, 
unaltered,  by  the  regulator. 

BT  has  not  ruled  out  co- 
operating with  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  construction  of 
a high-capacity  fibre-optic 
information  superhighway. 

Bat  tt  reiterated  that  it 
could  not  plan  the  neces- 
sary investment  nntii  it 
knew  when  it  would  be 
allowed  to  broadcast  enter- 
tainment over  Its  network. 
It  is  prevented  from  doing 
this  until  at  least  2001 
under  legislation  designed 
to  give  the  cable  companies 
time  to  get  established. 


Notebook 


the  ashes  to  wreak  more 
havoc  on  the  public. 

He  provided  details  of  nine 
companies  which  bad  ripped 
off  their  customers  and  credi- 
tors, including  two  double 
Edging  companies,  two  travel 
agencies,  an  estate  agency 
and  a dance  school.  Their  18 
directors  have  been  banned 
from  running  companies  for 
between  two  and  12  years. 
Several  had  records  of  previ- 
ous business  failures  and  had 
left  debts  totalling  more  than 

£1  miTlirtn 

The  “most  shocking”,  exam- 
ple, said  Mr  Griffiths,  in- 
volved Shannon  Communica- 
tions, a travel  agent  which 
went  into  liquidation  leaving 
700  customers  out  of  pocket. 


Rail  package 


Edited  by 
Alex  Brummer 


AS  THE  management  of 
Rail  track  is  now  learn- 
ing, life  under  Labour 
promises  to  be  rather  differ- 
ent from  the  indulgent  regime 
which  floated  it  last  year  with 
the  support  of  an  over-gener- 
ous dividend  package. 

Instead  oT  receiving  the 
plaudits  he  might  have  hoped 
for  by  bringing  in  profits  way 
above  expectations  at 
£339  million  for  the  year  to 
March  31.  chairman  Sir  Rob- 
ert Horton  finds  himself  and 
his  company  in  the  dock. 

This  is  absolutely  correct. 
Thus  far,  the  only  people  to 
benefit  from  this  most  ob- 
scure of  flotations  have  been 
the  shareholders,  who  have 
seen  the  value  of  their  invest- 
ment soar.  There  is  nothing 
wrong  with  that  for  compa- 
nies in  the  traditional  com- 
mercial sector,  competing  ef- 
ficiently in  a globalised 
market  to  sell  their  wares. 

But  Railtrack  Is  none  of 
these  tilings:  it  is  a monopoly 
which  is  benefiting  munifi- 
cently, via  the  operating  com- 
panies, from  a government 
subsidy.  That  might  not  be  so 
bad  in  that  most  railway  sys- 
tems enjoy  a measure  of  sub- 
sidy. But  it  is  meant  to  deliver 
better  track,  better  services. : 
better  signalling  and  better 
stations.  Railtrack  has  shown 
no  signs  of  coming  to  grips 
with  any  of  these  issues.  In-  < 
stead,  it  distributes  data 
which  confase  rather  than  as- 
sist understanding  of  its  in- 
vestment strategy.  The  pro- 
posal to  spend  £16  billion  over 
10  years  sounds  great  But  in- 
vestment is  not  a stagnant 
process:  it  needs  to  be  related 
to  profits  (when  they  are 
high,  investment  should  be 
greater),  and  the  disburse- 
ment of  the  cash  and  the  effi- 
ciency with  which  it  is  put  to 
work  are  cruciaL 
These  are  issues  with 
which  regulator,  John  Swift, 
at  the  urging  of  the  Deputy 
Prime  Minister,  John  Pres- 
cott, has  finally  come  to  grips 
through  his  talk  of  bringing 
forward  performance  targets 
and  the  like.  There  is,  how- 
ever, an  element  of  self-pres- 
ervation about  Mr  Swift’s 
new  toughness.  He.  like  Rail- 
track's  directors,  must  dem- 
onstrate he  can  deliver. 


but  when  one  considers  that 
Crest,  the  computer  settle- 
ment system,  ground  to  a hah 
for  seven  hours  because  of  the 
volumes  generated  by  the 
Halifax  Dotation,  one  begins 
to  appreciate  what  a miracle 
the  lottery  is  twice  a week. 

Nevertheless,  grown-ups 
should  never  have  , allowed 
the  current  situation  to  ar- 
rive. The  lottery  executives, 
with  their  unerring,  instinct 
for  publicity,  should  have 
understood  the  furore  which 
their  bonus  package  would 
generate  and  waived  their  en- 
titlement In  the  public  inter- 
est. It  should  have  been  recog- 
nised that  Labour,  which  las 
long  distrusted  the  way  the 
lottery  was  operated,  would 
scream  foul. 

They  accepted  the  cadi, 
however,  so  there  must  have 
been  a more  elegant  way  far 
them  to  disgorge  It  than  using 
more  Camelot  money  to  make 
sure  that  lottery  players 
receive  some  of  the  benefit  In 
such  circumstances,  a simple 
donation  to  charity  could 
have  solved  the  problem, 
without  the  humiliation  of 
being  bullied  by  government 
ministers. 

It  will  be  argued  that  no  <me 
is  indispensable  and  that  the 
lottery  can  roll  on.  Perhaps. 
But  the  risk  is  that  income 
will  drop  and  a smooth  sys- 
tem could  go  badly  wrong. 


Mutual  threat 


THE  timing  ’ of  the 
Michael  Hardem  cam- 
paign to  force  the  Na- 
tionwide. the  largest  remain- 
ing building  society,  out  of 
the  mutual  sector,  could  not 
be  worse  for  chief  executive 
Brian  Davis  and  his  team. 
The  Halifax  and  Norwich 
Union  floats  have  demon- 
strated to  millions  of  ordi- 
nary citizens  that  there  is  a 
free  lunch. 

Having  experiaoed  the  ex- 


citement of  watching  Halifax 
shares  surge  on  the  stock 
market  and  planned  thatior- 
elgn  holiday,  many  win  be 
ready  for  that  experience 
again. 

Dr  Davis,  who  will  face  the 
rebel  slate  of  directors  on 
July  23,  is  the  first  banding 
society  chief  executive  show- 
ing a genuine  willingness  to 
take  on  the  anti-mutual  trend. 
He  is  using  the  society's 
resources  wisely  to  offer  in- 
vestors better  rates  of  interest 
and  discounts  to  borrowers, 
something  which  could  be 
even  more  important  after 
today,  should  the  new  Mone- 
tary’ Polity  Committee  have 
decided  base  rates  must  be  in- 
creased again.  The  Nation- 
wide, by  holding  its  mortg^e 
rates  where  they  are,  can 
underline  the  difference  be- 
tween itself  and  the  new  pics. 

Another  fate  for  the  Nation- 
wide is  on  the  cards.  The  Pru- 
dential, having  failed  to  se- 
cure the  Woolwich  as  it  set 
out  on  its  conversion  path.  Is 
thought  to  be  keeping  a close 
eye  on  events  at  the  Nation- 
wide. It  is  thought  to  be  in- 
creasingly concerned  that  the 
Halifax,  with,  its  huge  retail 
base  of  13  million  customers, 
is  the  competitor  to  watch.  If 
the  Hardem  ticket  does  ap- 
pear to  be  making  serious  in- 
roads at  the  Nationwide’s 
annual  meeting,  the  Pru 
could  pre-empt  conversion 
with  a friendly  bid. 


Camelot  snafu 


Talking  tough  can 
bring  its  problems.  The 
public  pillorying  of 
Camelofs  big  three  directors 
— chief  executive  Tim  Holley, 
communications  director 
David  Rigg  and  finance  direc- 
tor Peter  Murphy  — last  night 
had  them  on  the  verge  of  res- 
ignation. 

This  cannot  be  a sensible 
outcome  for  government, 
shareholders  or  those  who 
play  the  National  Lottery. 
There  is  a natural  tendency  to 
deprecate  its  achievements. 


Ferry  firms  renew 
duty-free  battle 
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JuRe  Wolf  bi  Brussels 


CROSS-Channel  travel- 
lers could  soon  face  a 
triple  blow  of  dearer 
tickets,  route  closures  and  the 
end  to  duty-free  sales,  ferry 
operators  claimed  yesterday. 

P&O  and  Stena,  the  two  op- 
erators merging  their  Dover 
to  Calais  cross-Channel  oper- 
ations, and  other  shipping 
companies  stepped  op  their 
lobbying  against  the  abolition 
of  duty-free  shopping,  saying 
the  move  would  cost  50.000 
jobs  and  push  up  ticket  prices 
by  30  per  cent 
A study  commissioned  by 
the  European  Community 
Shipowners  Associations 
found  job  losses  would  hit 
ports  and  terminals  as  well  as 
ferry  companies.  Nineteen 
routes  in  the  UK,  Ireland  and 
Germany  would  close,  ferry 


capacity  would  be  halved  in 
Finland  and  25-30  routes  in 
northern  European  would  be 
vulnerable  to  closure,  the 
study  said.  The  European 
Commission  and  EU  member 
states  should  review  their  de- 
cision to  abolish  duty-free 
sales  in  June  1899. 

But  a spokeswoman  for  the 
commission  rejected  the  de- 
mand, saying  that  EU  finance 
ministers  had  decided  unani- 
mously in  1991  to  end  duty 
free  for  travel  within  toe  EU. 

“They  gave  the  industry  a 
lengthy  transition  period  fa 
prepare  and  adapt  But  the  in- . 
d us  try  has  done  nothing  to 
adapt  To  the  contrary,  they 
have  done  the  opposite  and 
promoted  dutyfree,"  die  said- 

The  commission  is  eX’ 
pected  to  demand  guarantees 
from  P&O  and  Stena  that 
their  Joint  venture  will  not 
restrict  competition: 


■ ?** 

■r'.'tK.  tM*  ; 


rWWf  l 

M| 


'u*.  rtMfun 

‘oi 

■ *» 

•** 

' •• 


..... 


TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SPUR 


Australia  2.096 
Austria  19.23 
Belgium  S6.53 
Canasta  2.182 
Cyprus  0.816 
Denmark  10.503 
Finland  8.289 


France  922 
Germany  2.737 
Greece  43700 
Hong  Kong  12^9 
India  9&2S 
Ireland  1.063 
Israel  S£6 


Italy  2.718  StnnKKWfc® 

Malta  0.813  • ■ South 

Netherlands  3,07  Spain  230-J® 

New  Zealand  2.309  Sweden  iM* 

Norway  11.344  SeSBartud*". 

Portugal  ZK.4S  TurW y2»7M 

Saudi  Arabia  6.02  USA 


TwMy2»7ro 
USA  1.GW 
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